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6911 No. 3 Road
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4:00 p.m.
Pg. #

ITEM

MINUTES
GP-3

Motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes
Committee held on Monday, December 15, 2014.

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
1.

METRO VANCOUVER HOMELESS TRANSIT PLAN
(File Ref. No. 08-4057-01) (REDMS No. 4461116 v. 4)

See Page GP-7 for full report

GP-7

Designated Speaker: Dena Kae Beno
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
(1)

That a letter be sent to TransLink requesting that the feasibility of the
recommendations put forward by the Transit Working Group, cited in
the staff report, to improve transit services for people living in
extreme poverty, be explored; and

(2)

That a copy of that letter be sent to BC MLAs.

GP – 1
4460824

General Purposes Committee Agenda – Monday, January 5, 2015
Pg. #

ITEM

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
2.

PLEBISCITE TO ENABLE NEW REGIONAL FUNDING SOURCE
FOR REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENTS: A VISION
FOR METRO VANCOUVER
(File Ref. No. 01-0154-04) (REDMS No. 4462057 v. 2)

See Page GP-11 for full report

GP-11

Designated Speaker: Victor Wei
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the staff report regarding a plebiscite to enable a new 0.5 per cent
regional sales tax, termed the Metro Vancouver Congestion Improvement
Tax, to support transportation investments in the Metro Vancouver area,
dated December 18, 2014, from the Director, Transportation, be received for
information.

ADJOURNMENT
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City of
Richmond

Minutes

General Purposes Committee
Date:

Monday, December 15,2014

Place:

Anderson Room
Richmond City Hall

Present:

Mayor Malcolm D. Brodie, Chair
Councillor Chak Au
Councillor Derek Dang
Councillor Carol Day
Councillor Ken Johnston
Councillor Alexa Loo
Councillor Bill McNulty
Councillor Linda McPhail
Councillor Harold Steves

Call to Order:

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

MINUTES
It was moved and seconded
That the minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on
Tuesday, December 2,2014, be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

ENGINEERING &PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
1.

TRANS MOUNTAIN PIPELINE PROJECT NEB - UPDATE AND
INTERVENOR OPPORTUNITIES
(File Ref. No. 10-6125-30-005) (REDMS No. 4447578)

1.
4459152

GP - 3

General Purposes Committee
Monday, December 15, 2014
Amarjeet Rattan, Director, Intergovernmental Relations and Protocol Unit,
advised that the National Energy Board extended the deadlines for Intervenors
to submit (i) Phase 2 information requests from Friday, January, 9, 2015 to
Friday, January 16,2015, (ii) written evidence from Friday, May 1,2015 to
Wednesday, May 27, 2015, and (iii) Phase 3 information requests from
Monday, May 25, 2015 to Monday, June 22, 2015.
It was moved and seconded

(1)

That the staff report titled Trans Mountain Pipeline Project National
Energy Board (NEB) - Update and Intervenor Opportunities, dated
December 1, 2014, from the Director, Engineering and Director,
Intergovernmental Relations & Protocol Unit, providing details on
the Kinder Morgan-led pipeline expansion project and National
Energy Board (NEB) review process, be received for information;
and

(2)

That staff proceed with a submission for Information Requests to the
NEB, detailed in Attachment 1 of the staff report titled Trans
Mountain Pipeline Project National Energy Board (NEB) - Update
and Intervenor Opportunities, dated December 1, 2014, from the
Director, Engineering and Director, Intergovernmental Relations &
Protocol Unit,for the January 9,2015 NEB deadlinefor Intervenor's
Status.

The question on the motion was not called as discussion ensued regarding (i)
reports that groups are requesting that the Proponent abandon the proposed
route in favour of a route along the Fraser River, (ii) liability insurance in the
event of a spill, and (iii) further opportunities to request information or to
provide comments, particularly with regard to possible mid-stream changes to
the project footprint.
In reply to queries from Committee, Mr. Rattan commented that groups
supporting a route along the Fraser River advocate that, in the long term, the
route would be more economical and environmentally cleaner; conversely,
costs for the project would increase by approximately $1.2 billion. He further
commented that the safety concerns identified in the staff report are the City's
first submission to the Proponent; however, the process allows for another
opportunity, and as such any further matter of interest or concern (i.e.,
liability insurance) identified by Council can be addressed at that time.
Additionally, Mr. Rattan noted that, given the tight deadlines for submissions,
route changes introduced at intermediate or late stages of the process may
potentially provide insufficient opportunity for review and comment.
The question on the motion was then called and it was CARRIED.

FINANCE &CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT
GP - 4

2.

General Purposes Committee
Monday, December 15, 2014
2.

2015 COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
(File Ref. No.: 01-0105-00) (REDMS No. 4335773)

It was moved and seconded

That the 2015 Council and Committee meeting schedule, attached to the
staff report dated December 2, 2014,from the Director, City Clerk's Office,
be approved, including the following revisions as part of the regular August
meeting break and December holiday season:
(1)

That the Regular Council meetings (open and closed) of August 10,
August 24, and December 29,2015 be cancelled; and

(2)

That the August 17,2015 Public Hearing be re-scheduled to Tuesday,
September 8,2015 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers at Richmond
City Hall.
CARRIED

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
3.

CITY SUPPORT FOR RICHMOND DIVISION
PRACTICE: A GP FOR ME INITIATIVE

OF

FAMILY

(File Ref. No. 07-3000-00) (REDMS No. 4452150 v.2)

John Foster, Manager, Community Social Development, advised that
representatives from the Richmond Division of Family Practice (RDFP) were
available to answer questions from Committee.
Committee expressed support for the RDFP and the following comments were
noted:
•

Council's willingness to participation in finding solutions to ensure that
an appropriate level of health care is provided in Richmond;

•

details of any further City support would be outlined in a subsequent
staff report;

•

the implementation of a mechanism to address Goal # 1 "enabling
patients who want a family doctor to find one" should be a priority;

•

sharing the RDFP's survey results to stakeholders and other interested
groups (i.e., Richmond Community Services Advisory Committee) is
an important step in educating and engaging the community on the
challenges faced by the RDFP;

•

the need to identify and, if necessary, remove barriers for health
practitioners wishing to relocate to Richmond;

•

the benefits of preparing information packages on the business licence
application process and the availability of commercial space would
assist potential health practitioners in relocating to Richmond; and
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III

the feasibility of petitioning the Federal government for means to
attract international health practitioners to Canada.

In response to queries from Committee, Dr. Jack Kliman, Chair, RDFP,
advised that the RDFP welcomed the City's input on the challenges faced by
the RDFP, including (i) the distribution and recruitment of health
practitioners, nutritionists, and nurses, (ii) health literacy and delivery
concerns, (iii) the implementation of Richmond specific strategies, and (iv)
liaising with other interest groups. Additionally, Dr. Kliman advised that the
RDFP will be submitting its implementation process request to the "GP for
Me" funders in January 2015.
It was moved and seconded

That a letter be sent to the Richmond Division of Family Practice indicating
the City's willingness to assist the Division in advancing the objectives of
the "GP for Me" initiative, as described in the staff report titled City
Support for Richmond Division of Family Practice: A GP for Me Initiative
dated December 8, 2014,from the General Manager, Community Services.
CARRIED

ADJOURNMENT
It was moved and seconded
That the meeting adjourn (4:29 p.m.).

CARRIED
Certified a true and correct copy of the
Minutes of the meeting of the General
Purposes Committee of the Council of the
City of Richmond held on Monday,
December 15,2014.

Mayor Malcolm D. Brodie
Chair

Heather Howey
Committee Clerk

GP - 6

4.

City of
Richmond

Report to Committee

To:

General Purposes Committee

Date:

December 15, 2014

From:

Cathryn Volkering Carlile
General Manager, Community Services

File:

08-4057-01/2014-Vol

01

Metro Vancouver Homeless Transit Plan

Re:

Staff Recommendation

1. That a letter be sent to TransLink requesting that the feasibility of the recommendations
put forward by the Transit Working Group, cited in this report, to improve transit services
for people living in extreme poverty, be explored; and
2. That a copy of that letter be sent to BC MLAs.

Cathryn Volkering Carlile
General Manager, Community Services
(604-276-4068)
Att. 1
REPORT CONCURRENCE
ROUTED To:

CONCURRENCE

CONCURRENCE OF GENERAl" MANAGER

Transportation
REVIEWED BY STAFF REPORT I
AGENDA REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE

4461116

INITIALS:
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Origin

The purpose of this report is to respond to the Richmond Poverty Response Committee's request
(Attachment 1) to the City of Richmond to consider endorsing the Regional Transit Working
Group's call for a Metro Vancouver Homeless Transit Plan.
Analysis

The Transit Working Group (TWG) is proposing three immediate actions to improve transit
services for people living in extreme poverty, including:
•

Providing a bulk fare purchase system for shelter providers;

•

Developing a mechanism for fare evasion fines to be waived, when extreme poverty can be
confirmed; and

•

Creating a Metro Vancouver Homeless Transit Plan.

TransLink Staff has informed City staff that their organization commits to continuing dialogue with
the TWG about a Transit Plan. However, they require mechanisms in the endorsed plan to respond
to cost recovery of lost revenue. Currently, the Province covers the costs of lost TransLink revenue
from the fare saver program for low-income individuals. To date, the Province has not committed
to a similar arrangement for the transition to the Compass Card system.
Overall, the need for a Metro Vancouver Homeless Transit Plan has been endorsed widely by
community homeless task forces and service agencies that work directly with homeless individuals
throughout the Lower Mainland. The Richmond Homelessness Coalition (RHC) supports TWG's
efforts and positive advancements on this issue. The RHC executive continues to provide updates
and information about the on-going consultation process to its members, including representatives
from the Richmond Poverty Response Committee.
Further, the RHC has identified its core purpose as a community planning table rather than a
political advocacy group. Due to the positive advancements by the TWG, the RHC has arrived at a
consensus decision to not formally pursue a request to the City to endorse this issue at this time.
The City Councils in Vancouver, Surrey and New Westminster have endorsed the creation of a
Homeless Transit Plan. Also, the North Shore Professionals have recently added their name to the
growing list of endorsements to create a Regional Homeless Transit Plan.
Financial Impact
None.
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Conclusion

Due to the fact that TransLink is actively engaged in dialogue with TWG about the development of
a plan, staffrecommend that a letter be sent to TransLink requesting the feasibility of the
recommendations put forward by the TWG to be explored. Continued updates about the TWG
process will be provided at the Richmond Homelessness Coalition meetings to its members. Staff
will also continue to monitor and-provide updates to Council about the outcomes of this process.

JF:dkb

Att.l: Richmond Poverty Response Committee correspondence

4461116
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ATTACHMENT 1

Richmond
Poverty

Response
Committee
July 25, 2014

City of Richmond
6911 No, 3 Road
Richmond, BC
VGY 2Ct
Dear Mayor and Councillors:
Re: Need for Metro Vancouver Homeless Transit Plan
1 <un writing on behalf of tile Ric1uuond Poverty Response Committee concerning tile above noted issue, In 2013
SUiTey City Council endorsed the need for a Metro Vancouver Homeless Transit Plan. Recently the City of
V,Ulcouver joined tile call for a plan, We are asking tile Citv of Ric1ullond to do the same thing.

The request for support of the plan cmne from the Regional Transit Working Grollp. They formed in 2013 and
tileY state that: "People who are homeless arc destitute and frequently have no way to use transit due
to tile cost. Currently a number of people are riding skytrain without paying, but tlle fine risk has
increased significantly. Many major cities around North America have a homeless transit plan, and
we are interested in creating one for Metro Vancouver." More information can be found at:
http://vuccwa. ca/tnUlsi t-working-group!

TIlese City Councils decided to:
CaU on TransLink to establish a task force with representation of provincial ministries responsible for
public transit, health and housing, ,md the Regional Transit Working group, Witll tlle purpose of
developing a Regional Homeless Transit Plan that will make tlle system accessible to homeless people
while minimi?.ing costs to T/'tmsLink. and;
2.

Request that TnUlsLink include a reduced fare option for individuals on income assistance along tlle lines
of those now in place for persons with disabilities and low income seniors,

[t is our view that public transit is essential to moving people out of homelessness by providing better access to
sheltt:rs, healUl services, employment, training and safe and affordable hOLlsing.

The Richmond Poverty Response COl1unittee looks fonvard to your positive response to tIlis request. Should
require more infonnaHon please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

De Whalen, Chau
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City of

Report to Committee

Richmond
To:

General Purposes Committee

Date:

December 18, 2014

From:

Victor Wei, P. Eng .
Director, Transportation

File:

01-0154-04/2014-Vol
01

Re:

Plebiscite to Enable New Regional Funding Source for Regional
Transportation Investments: A Vision for Metro Vancouver

Staff Recommendation

That the report regarding a plebiscite to enable a new 0.5 per cent regional sales tax, termed the
Metro Vancouver Congestion Improvement Tax, to support transportation investments in the
Metro Vancouver area, dated December 18,2014, from the Director, Transportation, be received
for information.

Victor Wei, P. Eng.
Director, Transportation
(604-276-4131)

Att.6

REPORT CONCURRENCE
CONCURRENCE OF GENERAL MANAGER

REVIEWED BY STAFF REPOR I
AGENDA REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE

ApPROVED BY CAO

4462057
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Origin

On June 12,2014, the Mayors' Council on Regional Transportation (the Mayors' Council)
approved Regional Transportation Investments: A Vision/or Metro Vancouver (the Vision), which
outlines a 30-year vision for transportation improvements for the region as well as an investment
and implementation plan for the next 10 years. As required by provincial legislation, a referendum
must first be held if any new fees or taxes are used to expand the Metro Vancouver
transportation system.
Accordingly, on December 11, 2014, the Mayors' Council approved the wording of the referendum
to seek approval for a new regional revenue source to support the transportation investment and
forwarded the proposed question to the Minister of Transportation & Infrastructure for approval
(Attachment 1). On December 18, 2014, Minister Stone announced approval of a plebiscite with
an amended question (Attachment 2).
This report provides information regarding the proposed investments for the region and for
Richmond, and the proposed regional funding source.
Analysis
Planned Regional Transportation Investments

The Vision includes plans for $7.5 billion (in 2015 dollars) in new capital spending for the region.
The major components of the Vision are:
•

•

•

A new rapid transit line along Vancouver's Broadway corridor from VCC-Clark to Arbutus
Street within the first 10 years with a future extension to UBC, the timing of which is to be
determined also within the 10 years. The City of Vancouver will be responsible for paying the
incremental cost for a tunnelled line beyond technical and functional requirements.
Three new light rapid transit lines in Surrey and the Langleys that will be phased in along 104th
Avenue and King George Boulevard (both within the first seven years) and along Fraser
Highway (within the first 12 years).
A new tolled 4-lane Pattullo Bridge, expandable to 6-lanes if needed in the future, to be
constructed as soon as possible.

Additional region-wide improvements include a 25 per cent service hour increase over today for bus
transit including frequent bus and SeaBus services, new bus coverage areas, additional NightBus
service, and a 30 per cent increase in HandyDART service hours.
Planned Transportation Investments for Richmond

Attachment 3 provides an overview of the planned investments for Richmond while Attachment 4
identifies sub-regional benefits. Table 1 below provides the planned timing of implementation of
the improvements for the first 10 years of the Vision.
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Ta ble 1
Category
Roads

Years 1-5

•
•

•
•
•
•

Transit
Service

Cycling &
Walking

nves t men t s
Years 6-10

Major Road Network (MRN) upgrades: annual proportionate funding share of $20M budget
Operations, maintenance and rehabilitation (OMR) on MRN: one-time 10% increase in lane-km
allowance plus annual 1% increase in lane-km allowance
Highway 99-Steveston Hwy: rapid bus
stations in line with Massey Tunnel
replacement
Steveston: off-street bus exchanQe
Year 1: service increases with existing fleet
Years 7-9 : capacity upgrades at stations
and platforms
Year 3: purchase of 12 additional cars and
increased service
Year 9: purchase of 8 additional cars
Richmond-Brighouse Station to Metrotown
via KniQht St., BridQeport Rd, Garden City Rd
Existing frequent all day corridors (e.g., #410): share of additional 304,000 annual service hours
New frequent all day corridors (e.g., #401, #403, Bridgeport Rd-Knight St): share of additional
118,000 annual service hours
Increased peak service (e.g ., #402): share of additional 117,000 annual service hours
Custom transit (HandyOART): share of additional 190,000 annual service hours
New cycling infrastructure: annual proportionate funding share of $11.6 million budget (by Year
6) with cost-sharing at up to 75% for regional priorities such as traffic-protected bikeways in Urban
Centres and key links on the Major Bikeway Network
New pedestrian infrastructure for access to transit services: annual proportionate share of $5.0
million budget (by Year 6)

•

Transit
Facilities
Canada
Line
Upgrades
B-Line
Service

r Immgo
' f PI anne dR'Ie hmon d Transpo rtafIon

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Plebiscite Question

The Mayors' Council originally proposed the following "yes/no" referendum question:

Do you support a one halfpercentage point (0.5%) increase to the Provincial Sales Tax in
Metro Vancouver, dedicated to the Mayors' Transportation and Transit Plan, with
independent audits and public reporting?
The Province has approved the following "yes/no" plebiscite question (see Attachment 5 for a
sample mail-in ballot):

Do you support a new 0.5% Metro Vancouver Congestion Improvement Tax, to be
dedicated to the Mayors' Transportation and Transit Plan?
While the terms referendum and plebiscite are commonly used interchangeably, the latter term
specifically denotes a vote that is advisory or consultative rather than legally binding on the
government.
Proposed New Regional Funding Source

Funding for the $7.5 billion in capital investments outlined in the Vision is to be achieved
through new regional revenues ($2.5 billion), partner government funding contributions ($4.0
billion) and increased user revenues ($1 .0 billion). The Mayors' Council originally proposed a
new regional funding source of a regional 0.5 per cent increase to the Provincial Sales Tax
(PST). The Mayor' s Council selected this revenue option as the best and preferred funding
source for the following reasons :
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Fair: as everyone pays and everyone benefits from the transportation and transit system,
versus other considered options including regional increase to BC Carbon Tax and an annual
vehicle registration fee.
Lowest Cost per Household: most economically balanced between different sectors of the
economy, and has the lowest cost per household with no household forecast to spend more
than 0.2 per cent of income on this new tax. This is partly because many basic necessities are
exempt from the PST (food, shelter, children's clothes, medicine, and transportation
expenses), which account for a higher share of expenditure by low-income households. The
cost to the average household would be about $125 per year.

The Province has now approved a proposed regional funding source of a 0.5 per cent regional
sales tax, the Metro Vancouver Congestion Improvement Tax, which would be separate and
distinct from the PST. If approved, the tax would be applied as a sales tax to the majority of
goods and services that are subject to the PST and are sold or delivered within the region.
The proposed revenue source would generate approximately $250 million per year, which is less
than the previous estimated required amount of $285 million per year necessary to implement the
investments in a timeframe consistent with the Vision. The Vision assumes that the revenue
source will grow over time as population and economic activity increases in the Metro
Vancouver area. In addition, the intended development and introduction of mobility pricing as a
revenue mechanism within five to eight years is anticipated to also address any funding gap.
Should the plebiscite be approved and the revenue source be implemented, the new sales tax
would come into effect April 1, 2016 at the earliest. Should the plebiscite not be approved, the
last opportunity to seek a new regional funding source is in 2018 coincident with the next
municipal elections. Further, ifthe new regional funding source is not approved and/or senior
government partner funding does not materialize on the levels or schedule assumed, then the
likely result is timeline changes to the delivery of the projects.
Concurrently, the Mayors' Council will continue to move towards the introduction of mobility
pricing within five to eight years as a revenue mechanism and system management tool with the
formation of an Independent Commission on Mobility Pricing to oversee the required policy,
technical, communications, and engagement tasks necessary to achieve this timeline (see
Attachment 6).
Plebiscite Administration

Minister Stone has confirmed that the vote will be administered by Elections Be as a mail-in
ballot plebiscite under the Election Act with administration costs to be provided by the Province.
Ballots will be sent out beginning March 16,2015 and eligible voters will have a six-week
period until May 29, 2015 to mail in their response. The Province will consider a regional result
of 50 per cent plus one to constitute majority support for the question.
Plebiscite Campaign

The Mayors' Council will next develop an engagement strategy for the campaign as well as an
advocacy strategy to secure the required funding from the federal government. Organizations

GP - 14

December 18,2014

-5-

both for and against the proposed regional sales tax have formed. The Better Transit and
Transportation Coalition 1, comprised of business groups, unions and environmental
organizations, will campaign for the "yes" vote while the Canadian Taxpayer's Federation
intends to oppose the proposed tax.
Financial Impact

None.
Conclusion

As part of the development of the Vision, staff worked with the Mayors' Council and TransLink
staff to provide input on Richmond's desired transportation improvements. Staff will continue to
liaise with both groups to advance the identified projects for Richmond as part of the plebiscite
package.

Joan Caravan
Transportation Planner
(604-276-4035)
JC:jc
Att. 1: Draft Mayors' Council Transmittal Letter to Minister Stone re Transportation and Transit
Referendum
Att. 2: Minister Stone's Letter to Mayors' Council re Recommendations on Question and
Proposed New Revenue Source
Att. 3: Regional Transportation Investments - Richmond
Att. 4: Regional Transportation Investments - Benefits by Sub-region
Att. 5: Transportation and Transit Plebiscite - Sample Mail-in Ballot
Att. 6: Mayors' Council Resolution re Mobility Pricing in Metro Vancouver

1 Founding Coalition members include the Vancouver Board of Trade, David Suzuki Foundation, Downtown Surrey
Business Improvement Association, Unifor Local 111, Tourism Vancouver, Greater Vancouver Gateway Council,
and the B.C. Chamber of Commerce. The Coalition is anticipated to gain new members.
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ANNEX B: Draft Transmittal Letter to Minister Stone
December 11, 2014
Honourable Todd Stone
Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure
P.O. Box 9055 5tn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2
Sent via e-mail
Dear Minister Stone,
On behalf of the Mayors' Council, I am pleased to present our recommendation for the referendum
question for your consideration and for a public mail-in vote starting in mid-March, 2015. The full text of
the proposed ballot questiol) is attached.
The mayors have come together in an unprecedented consensus around a plan to accommodate one
million more residents expected in our region by 2040 by fighting congestion to keep people and our
economy moving. This plan, which we shared with you in June, 2014, has been broadly and positively
received by business, labour, environmental and health groups and individuals.
With the enclosed recommended referendum question, I believe we have met all the conditions laid out
by the province. last February, at your request, we began to develop a fully-costed plan that defines
the priority investments for the region over the next decade, so that residents would know what they
would be getting and how it would be paid. You have confirmed that the province, historically, costshares major capital projects, and we have assumed this practice will continue with this new plan.
Finally, again responding to provincial requirements for new rapid transit projects, we developed a
financial model, business case and public support for an extension of the Millennium line tunneled
along Broadway and the construction of two lRT lines in Surrey/langley.
To fund this new plan, we identified several near-term regional revenue sources, including a regional
carbon tax, a vehicle registration fee, and a small increase to the provincial sales tax within the region.
We also committed to move towards comprehensive mobility pricing for roads and transit within the
next 5 to 8 years to increase fairness, efficiency and revenue (see attached for a resolution we shared
with you in October, 2014, calling for provincial support to develop a mobility pricing approach through
an independent commission).
On June 24, you acknowledged receipt of our plan and confirmed we had fulfilled your requirements.
You asked us to look again at proposed revenue sources, and you reiterated the need to ensure our plan
was affordable for families, for the region and for the provincial economy.
Through the fall, the mayors worked with staff, conducted in-depth market research and consulted with
Provincial officials and stakeholders to arrive at a revenue source that will most efficiently deliver the
benefits of the investment plan for the region.
Based on all of this work, we have determined that a half percentage point (0.5%) increase to the
provincial sales tax (PST), collected within Metro Vancouver, is the most fair, efficient, and affordable

4462057
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revenue source. The PST applies to all residents, businesses and visitors; and to drivers and transit
users, all of who benefit and rely upon an effective and reliable transportation system. As a result, it has
the lowest cost per household, and the least impact for lower income families.
We request that the government approve the attached referendum question promptly, commit to
implement the results of a successful referendum, and agree to support our efforts to raise awareness
of the proposed investments and the referendum so that voters are able to make an informed choice.
Traffic congestion is one of the top issues in this region among residents and business, and it's
worsening steadily. In the face of immediate and ongoing growth, transportation is the most critical
challenge that we face. We cannot afford to fail in our efforts in the coming months. The cost of doing
nothing would be the highest cost of all.
We trust that you and your colleagues will work with us to deliver our plan and cut congestion.
Sincerely,

Mayor Richard Walton
Chair, Mayors' Council on Regional Transportation

Cc:

Mayors' Council on Regional Transportation

Attachments:

Referendum Question on Regional Transportation and Transit
Mayors' Council Resolution on Mobility Pricing, October 17, 2014
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Re: Mayors' Council Recommendations I BC Newsroom

Page 1 of2

Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, Transpol1ation Sector, Cariboo Chilcotin Coast Region, Kootenay Rockies Region,
Northern B.C. Region, Provincewide, Thompson I Okanagan Region, Vancouver Coast & Mountains Region, Vancouver Island I
Coast Region

Re: Mayors' Council Recommendations
12014/121re-mayors-councll-recommendations.html
Thursday. December 16, 201411:35 AM

Dear Mayor Walton:
Thank you for your letter of Dec. 11, 2014, providing me with the Mayors' Council recommendations respecting the question to be
taken to voters In spring 2015 and the proposed new revenue source.
As I committed, I have carefully considered the wording of the Mayors' Council proposal and am pleased to advise you that the
Province is prepared to support your question and proposed revenue source, with some minor refinements that reflect input from
Elections BC in order to meet their ballot fairness requirements.
Revenue Source
In support of the Mayors' request for a regional sales tax, government has approved a plebiscite on whether to enable a 0.5% regiona
sales tax to implement regional transportation and transit priorities as proposed by the Mayors' Council. This tax would be separate
and distinct from the Provincial Sales Tax (PST). If approved, the Metro Vancouver Congestion Improvement Tax would be applied
as a sales tax to the majority of goods and services that are subject to the PST and are sold or delivered within the region.
Question
In response to your suggested question, government has approved an amended question which substantially reflects the wording
proposed by the Mayors' Council. The question will allow the voters of Metro Vancouver to have their say on whether or not the
Mayors' vision and funding source meets their needs for today and future years.
The final approved question Is provided as an attachment to this letter.
Vote Administration
The vote will be administered by Elections BC as a mail-in ballot plebiscite under the Election Act. Costs of administering the vote
will be provided by the Province. Provincial funds will not be provided for either proponent or opponent groups.
Consistent with your recommendation on the voting period, I can also confirm that ballots will be sent out beginning March 16, 2015.
To provide time for public dialogue and to allow voters to fully inform themselves about their choices, the voting period will extend
until May 29, 2015. With respect to the outcome of the vote, government will consider a regional result of 50% +1 to cons~itute
majority support for the question.
Transit expansion is vital to economic development in Metro Vancouver and will be a critical component of ensuring that the region
is able to accommodate the million additional people expected over the next 30 years. I appreciate your efforts to date and look
forward to a positive outcome that will benefit the residents of Metro Vancouver and the economy of British Columbia.
Sincerely,
Todd G. Stone
Minister
To view the Metro Vancouver Transportation & Transit Plebiscite please click on the following link:
http://www.newsroom.gov.bc.ca/downloadslTransit Plebiscite Dec 18 14.pdf
(hUp:II;.yww.newsroqm.goy bc.ca/dowoloadsffranslt Plebiscite Dec 18 14.pdfl

SEE MORE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

STORIES
4462057
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MAYORS'
COUNCIL
On Regional Tronsportation

Richmond is growing and facing transportation-related challenges, including congestion, long and unreliable commute
times, air pollution and capacity constraints. Congestion is bad for the air we breathe, it's damaging to our economy, it
erodes family time and it impacts our health. With over one million new residents expected in Metro Vancouver over
the next 30 years, we need to take action to reduce congestion by investing in our region's transportation system.

WE NEED TO TAKE ACTION TO REDUCE CONGESTION BY INVESTING IN OUR REGION'S
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
The Mayors' Council, after an extensive review of current and future transportation needs and potential investments
in Metro Vancouver, has identified priority transportation improvements to reduce congestion and travel time, and
to provide commuters, travellers and businesses with more transportation choices. For drivers, the Vision w ill reduce
congestion on the roads, through improved t ransit service, and will provide a real alternative to driving. For transit users,
the Vision will improve and extend bus service and expand the rapid transit system. The Vision will also enable cycling
to become a safer and viable travel choice.

CANADA LINE UPGRADES - EXPANDING CAPACITY
TO MEET AN 85% INCREASE IN RIDERSHIP BY 2045
Ridership demand on the Canada Line has grow n since opening in 2009 and is
expected to grow by another 85% by 2045 . TransLink is currently undertaking
the Canada Line Service Review to meet the increasing demand expected in
the next 30 years. This Vision will provide service and infrastructure upgrades
needed in the next 10 years, including:

Key Benefits
..;
..;
..;
..;

Less congestion
Shorter commute times
Increased travel reliability
and capacity
Better transit service means
fewer cars on the road

12 additional train cars to increase capacity and alleviate crowding on
the Richmond branch of the Canada Line
Extension of platforms to accommodate future 3-car configuration
Enhancement of stations to accommodate greater passenger volumes

REGiONAL T RANSPORTATION INIIEST,vlENTS
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EVERYONE BENEFITS FROM TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENTS
To provide a fast and efficient transportation system in a growing region, the Vision is proposing new and better
service, expanded infrastructure and other investments to keep the region 's people and goods moving, including:

e

e

o

B-LlNE - CONNECTING RICHMOND-BRIGHOUSE STATION TO METROTOWN
New B-Line: Richmond-Brighouse Station to Metrotow n via Knight Street, Bridgeport Road and
Garden City

BUS - INCREASE IN SERVICE FOR MORE RELIABLE, MORE FREQUENT AND EXTENDED SERVICE
Improve and expand frequent all-day service: service that runs at least every 15 minutes in both directions
throughout day and into the evening, every day of the week, e.g., Railway Avenue
Improve and expand frequent peak service: service that runs at least every 15 minutes during highestdemand time periods, e.g., Cambie Road, No. 1 Road/ Garden City Road, No.3 Road, Bridgeport Road/
Knight Street
Increase the frequency and span of service on the existing NightBus network

EXISTING RAIL UPGRADES
Upgrades and expansion to fleet and stations on existing rapid transit lines, including the Canada Line, to
reduce overcrowding and improve the transit experience
Canada Line upgrades and additional fleet vehicles to address an expected 85% increase in ridership

a
w

BUS EXCHANGE UPGRADES
Expansion, upgrade or reconfiguration of transit facilities : e.g. new exchanges in Steveston and on
Highway 99 at Steveston Highway and Highway 17 A

_

CYCLING/WALKING IMPROVEMENTS
Investments in cycling routes in partnersh ip with municipalities: 2,700 kilometres of bi keways including
300 kilometres of fully traffic separated routes region-wide
Investments in bike parking at transit stations
Better connections to transit through pedestrian improvements at or near tran sit stops and stations

fl~

ROAD INVESTMENT
An additional $36 million per year will go towards maintaining and upgrading the Major Road Network
(MRN), in a cost-share with municipalities around the region

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Website
Email

mayorscouncil.ca
info@mayorscouncil.ca

MAYORS'
COUNCIL
On RegirJrlolTransporfation
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ALL MUNICIPALITIES
Key Messages
1. A million more people are moving to Metro Vancouver by 2040. Our region is congested
now and will get worse if we fail to act.
2. The Mayors' plan will cut congestion by providing improved transportation and transit service
to people everywhere in Metro Vancouver.
3. The plan includes improvements and expansion to rail, bus and SeaBus. and safer, less
congested roads.
4. The Mayors' plan will protect our economy, our environment, and help people spend more
time with their families instead of being stuck in traffic.
5. The cost ofdoing nothing is the highest cost of all. It means more congestion, more
pollution, more time in traffic, and puts our economy at risk.

Benefits by sub-region:

% Population living within walking distance of FTN*
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*FTN or Frequent Transit Network includes B-Lines and Rapid Transit (service at least every 15
minutes, all day and into the evening, every day of the week).
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METRO VANCOUVER
TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT
PLEBISCITE
The region's mayors have developed a Transportation and Transit Plan
called Regional Transportation Investments - a Vision for Metro
Vancouver. The Mayors' Transportation and Transit Plan will:

l:J

Add bus service and new B-Line rapid bus routes

•

Increase service on SkyTrain, Canada Line, SeaBus, and West
Coast Express

~

Maintain and upgrade the region's major roads

til

Build a new Pattullo Bridge

A

Build rapid transit connecting Surrey Centre with Guildford, Newton,
and Langley
Build rapid transit along Broadway in Vancouver

~*

Extend the region's cycling and pedestrian walkway networks

A new Metro Vancouver Congestion Improvement Tax would be applied
as a 0.5% sales tax on the majority of goods and services that are subject to
the Provincial Sales Tax and are sold or delivered in the region.
More detail can be found at: www.websiteaddress.ca.
Revenues would be dedicated to the Mayors'Transportation and Transit
Plan. Revenues and expenditures would be subject to annual independent
audits and public reporting.

Do you support a new 0.5%
Metro Vancouver Congestion
Improvement Tax, to be dedicated
to the Mayors' Transportation and
Transit Plan?
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NO
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NEXT STEPS TOWARDS MOBILITY PRICING IN METRO VANCOUVER
WHERE AS The foundation of the Mayors' Council Vision is built on
implementing comprehensive mobility pricing on road and transit networks within 5-8 years;
and,
WHERE AS Mobility pricing will help ease congestion, generate revenue to invest in the
transportation network and provide an opportunity for a tax shift away from other existing, less
effective and fair revenue sources; and,
WHERE AS To design a mobility pricing system that is suitable for Metro Vancouver, significant
work is required, including collaboration with the provincial government, and engagement with
road users, transit riders and businesses; and,
WHERE AS Beginning this work immediately with all partners including the provincial
government will ensure mobility pricing is ready to deploy within 5-8 years; therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED THAT
1. A "Mobility Pricing Independent Commission" be created, led by the Mayors' Council,
with Translink, Municipalities, and partner agencies, to oversee all the required policy,
technical, communications, and engagement work in order to implement mobility
pricing on the road network in Metro Vancouver within 5 to 8 years;
2. The Minister of Transport and Infrastructure recommit his officials to support the
development of mobility pricing;
3. The provincial government coordinate their review of the provincial tolling policy with
the work of the Mobility Pricing Independent Commission;
4. The Translink Board support this call for a Mobility Pricing Independent Commission and
the necessary development and implementation work to enable it.

ADOPTED, Mayors' Council on Regional Transportation
October 17, 2014
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