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The TRUTH about Topping Trees

Decay

When trees are cut properly, they have the
incredible ability to compartmentalize or ‘wall off’
the decaying tissue and cover the wound. When
there are multiple or large wounds caused by
topping, few trees can defend against all of these
cuts. The decay fungi is given ‘free reign’ and is
able to move throughout the tree, so the lifespan of
the tree is greatly reduced.

Rapid Growth and Hazards

The objective of topping is usually to manage the
height of a tree, but the survival mechanism of trees
causes them to produce numerous shoots below
each cut. This rapid growth means that the tree will
return to its height quickly and even more densely
than before.

And, while normal branches develop in a socket of
overlapping wood tissues - the new branches are
only anchored by the outermost layers, so they are
more prone to breakage as they grow against each
other - especially in storms.

Insects and Disease

Large, open pruning wounds expose the sapwood
and heartwood to infestation. The shock of losing
this large amount of wood and greenery creates
stress. Because the tree is stressed, it may not have
the ability to properly close these wounds to defend
itself from insect and disease attacks.

The "Ugly Factor"

Trees form a natural wonder in the variety of their
shapes and habits. When topped, ugly stubs are
often left in the canopy or the excessive new growth
is evident and the natural grace is destroyed.

A topped tree can never fully regain the natural
form of its species.

tree care information.

The TRUE Expense

Topping is a high-maintenance pruning practice
with some hidden costs. It is not simply removing
the top of the tree; if the tree survives, it will require
pruning again within a few years. It will need to

be reduced again or storm damage will need to

be cleaned up. If the tree dies, it will have to be
removed.

One ‘hidden’ cost is the reduction in property
value. Healthy, well-maintained trees can add 10
to 20 percent to the value of a property. Disfigured,
topped trees are considered an impending expense.

Shock and Sunburn

The leaves in the crown of a tree absorb sunlight
and protect the tree, like an umbrella, from the harsh
rays and heat of the sun.

When the leaves are suddenly removed, the
branches and trunk are left exposed and damage to
the tissues of the tree can occur. You may see bark
splitting, cankers and the death of some branches.

There may also be a dramatic effect on other trees
and shrubs that are no longer in the shade of the
tree.

Starvation and Death

Proper pruning practices rarely remove more than ¥4
of the leaf bearing crown or green portions of a tree,
but topping often removes %2 or more of the crown.

Since leaves are the food factories of a tree,
removing them can temporarily starve a tree. If a
tree does not have the stored energy to replace the
lost leaves, it will be seriously weakened and can
lead to tree death.

For more information on tree care, please visit www.treesaregood.com
a site created by the International Society of Arboriculture for quality
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