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Arterial Road Townhouse Development Requirements
All townhouse developments in Central Richmond and Steveston on the arterial roads shown on the Arterial Road 
Housing Development Map, should meet the following development requirements.

Land Assembly

1. Involve a land assembly with at least 50 m (164 ft.) frontage on a major arterial road and 40 m (131 ft.) frontage 
on a minor arterial road.

Residual Sites

2. Leave a residual site for future townhouse development with at least 50 m (164 ft.) frontage on a major arterial 
road and 40 m (131 ft.) frontage on a minor arterial road.

Newer Houses or Narrower Lots

3. Recognize that developing townhouses on lots with new houses (e.g., less than 10–20 years old) and/or with 
narrow frontages (e.g., less than 18 m or 59 ft.) will be more diffi cult, especially for land assembly purposes. Such 
new townhouse development may deviate from the minimum land assembly or residual site sizes, provided that:

a) the development site is an isolated (orphaned) site and is not able to consolidate with adjacent properties (e.g., 
surrounding lots recently redeveloped);

b) the development would not compromise the guiding principles of this policy and compromise the ability to 
consolidate access points;

c) it can be demonstrated that high quality development can be achieved in full compliance with the objectives of 
the Arterial Road Policy, Development Permit Guidelines, all other Townhouse Development Requirements, and 
the provisions of the Zoning Bylaw;

d) the form and character of the development, including massing and building height, are compatible with the 
adjacent existing developments; 

e) density (i.e., in terms of total fl oor area and unit yield) and building height are reduced, where necessary, to 
ensure appropriate interface with adjacent existing single-family homes;

f) the proposed development provides a recognizable benefi t to the area, such as tree retention and high quality 
pedestrian environment along the fronting streets.

Public Consultation

4. Include public consultation prior to Public Hearing where determined by Richmond City Council or City staff 
(e.g., if the site is the fi rst townhouse development on that block of the arterial road; if it is expected that the 
surrounding property owners will want input into the development; if variances to any planning policy and/or 
zoning bylaw are being proposed; etc.).

Internal Lot

5. An internal lot facing and addressed off a local road may be included in a townhouse development if the lots 
facing and abutting the arterial road are less than 35 m (115 ft.) deep.

Access—Arterial Roads Only

6. Access should not be from a local road or lane, unless acceptable to the City.

Shared Access

7. Access may be required to be provided through or shared with adjacent townhouse development by means of a 
statutory right-of-way or other suitable arrangement to the City.

Access Locations

8. Driveway accesses should be located across from a local road or commercial access, where possible.

9. Townhouse access points should generally be located:

a) 35 m (115 ft.) to 50 m (164 ft.) from a local road;

b) 50 m (164 ft.) to 75 m (246 ft.) from a minor arterial road intersection;

c) 75 m (246 ft.) to 100 m (328 ft.) from a major arterial road intersection;

d) 80 m (262 ft.) to 100 m (328 ft.) from another townhouse access point.
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Additional Density

10. Additional density along arterial roads (e.g., increase from the typical density of 0.60 FAR to a density of 0.70 FAR) 
may be considered:

a) on corner lots with required frontage improvements on two (2) or more streets and where signifi cant road 
dedication is required, provided that the density bonus is used solely to balance the loss of land for road 
dedication; and/or

b) on a land assembly with more than 100 m (328 ft.) frontage on a major arterial road and 80 m (262 ft.) on a 
minor arterial road; and/or

c) on a site abutting a park or other non-residential land use if affordable housing is provided on site; and/or

d) where additional community benefi ts are provided (not including affordable housing contributions).

11. Additional density along arterial roads may also be considered for the provision of secured Low End Market Rental 
housing units, provided that:

a) the additional density is used for the provision of built Low End market Rental units secured by a Housing 
Agreement;

b) the built affordable housing units comply with the City’s Affordable Housing strategy provisions related to unit 
sizes, tenant eligibility criteria and maximum rental rates;

c) the overall project complies with the form and character as per the Development Permit guidelines for arterial 
road townhouse developments. 

Development Permit

12. A Development Permit is required for all townhouse developments.


