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Clean environment, a Charter right
The Richmond Blue Dot organization’s pitch to council for a civic declaration is being held in conjunction with the
launch of David Suzuki’s upcoming nation-wide Blue Dot Tour
Brandon Kostinuk / Richmond News
August 20, 2014 01:03 PM

Ellen Niemer, core member of the Richmond Blue Dot organization, stands in front of Science World which was transformed into a
giant blue dot, an homage of sorts for the group seeking oﬃcial recognition that citizens have a right to a healthy environment.
Photo submitted

Every citizen of Richmond has a right to a healthy environment, according to a group of local volunteers. Moreover, they
want city council to recognize that right in some oﬃcial manner.
Exactly what that means ... well, they haven’t got that far, says Ellen Niemer, senior editor at Alive Publishing Group and
one of eight core members of the 30-member Richmond Blue Dot volunteer organization.
The Richmond Blue Dot organization’s pitch to council for a civic declaration is being held in conjunction with the launch
of David Suzuki’s upcoming nation-wide Blue Dot Tour, in which the iconic environmentalist will touch down in 20 cities
across Canada with the penultimate goal of amending Canada’s Charter.
The amendment: to include access to a clean environment, fresh air, water and food, as a Canadian Charter right.
Richmond was selected as one of five cities across Canada to kick oﬀ the tour. (The others: Waterloo, Winnipeg,
Montreal and Halifax).
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The goal of the local chapters is to do a similar thing, at the civic level -— push for some kind of recognition that
Richmond citizens have a right to fresh air, safe and available food and clean drinking water.
“That may come as an oﬃcial declaration. But we’re not sure exactly where this is going,” admits Neimer.
But, it is going.
Carolyn Quirt, another core member of the group, says the plan is to put together a presentation for Richmond council
some time before the upcoming municipal election.
Currently, the focus is on their Steveston Postcard Campaign, which is the same as signature-gathering for a petition,
just in postcard form, explains Niemer.
The aim is to have at least 1,000, hopefully closer to 2,000 signatures on individual postcards to hand to council as part
of a general presentation and tangible underpinning of the cause’s support.
“A physical stack of (signed) cards just carries more emphasis,” says Niemer.
“So far it seems to be going well,” adds Quirt. “Very good reception.” Though no oﬃcial tally was relayed.
A dialogue with the city has been initiated, according to Quirt and Niemer, with councillor Harold Steves reportedly in
support of the initiative, at this stage.
Steves could not be reached for comment.
Quirt says a door-to-door campaign may also be in the works, but added it is too early to tell. The group will continue to
canvass Richmond public spaces such as parks and the beach in search of local support.
To get better acquainted with the local movement, readers are encouraged to view the organization’s Facebook page
(tinyurl.com/p6dhjh9).
Quirt says they are also looking for more volunteers so don’t hesitate to reach out. Details are available on social media.
Regarding Suzuki’s national tour, the plan is to sweep across Canadian communities to aﬀect local decision-makers, in
hopes of inspiring provinces and the federal government to pursue a constitutional amendment, or at the very least, a
new environmental policy (or policies, if province by province).
This will be Suzuki’s last national tour with the first date set for Sept. 24 in St. John’s, Nfld.
Three B.C. dates are scheduled for early November, with the final celebration set on Nov. 9 at the Orpheum Theatre in
Vancouver.
And Suzuki won’t be alone; an all-star cast of Canadian talent — from rock legend Neil Young to poet, Raﬃ, and painter
Robert Bateman — are part of an eclectic mix of performers and artists to help amplify the cause.
Tickets can be purchased by visiting the Blue Dot website or Ticketmaster. Prices range from $39 ($29.50 for students) to
$250 for premium seating. Presale VIP tickets can be bought for $500.
Supporters can also log online to sign the petition, which, at the time of this writing, has accumulated just under 26,000
signatures.
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City of Richmond Municipal Declaration
The Right To A Healthy Environment
Whereas the City of Richmond understands that people are part of the environment, and that a
healthy environment is inextricably linked to the well‐being of our community;
The City of Richmond finds and declares that:
1. All people have the right to live in a healthy environment, including:
The right to breathe clean air
The right to drink clean water.
The right to consume safe food.
The right to access nature
The right to know about pollutants and contaminants released into the local environment.
The right to participate in decision‐making that will affect the environment
2. The City of Richmond has the responsibility, within its jurisdiction, to respect, protect, fulfill and
promote these rights.
3. The City of Richmond shall apply the precautionary principle: where threats of serious or
irreversible damage to human health or the environment exist, the City of Richmond shall take
cost effective measures to prevent the degradation of the environment and protect the health of
its citizens. Lack of full scientific certainty shall not be viewed as sufficient reason for the
MUNCIPALITY to postpone such measures
4. The City of Richmond shall apply full cost accounting: when evaluating reasonably foreseeable
costs of proposed actions and alternatives, the City of Richmond will consider costs to human
health and the environment.
5. By Dec 31st, 2015, the City of Richmond shall specify objectives, targets and timelines and
actions the City of Richmond will take, within its jurisdiction, to fulfill residents’ right to a healthy
environment, including priority actions to:
a. Ensure equitable distribution of environmental benefits and burdens within the
municipality, preventing the development of pollution “hot spots”;
b. Ensure infrastructure and development projects protect the environment, including air
quality;
c. Address climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and implementing
adaptation measures;
d. Responsibly increase density;
e. Prioritize walking, cycling and public transit as preferred modes of transportation;
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f.
g.
h.
i.

Ensure adequate infrastructure for the provision of safe and accessible drinking water;
Promote the availability of safe foods;
Reduce solid waste and promote recycling and composting;
Establish and maintain accessible green spaces in all residential neighbourhoods.

The City of Richmond shall review the objectives, targets, timelines and actions every five (5)
years, and evaluate progress towards fulfilling this declaration.
The City of Richmond shall consult with residents as part of this process.
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