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Tree, Bench and Picnic Table Dedication

Policy 7019

Adopted by Council: April 14, 2003
Amended by Council: March 12, 2018; July 8, 2019

POLICY 7019:
It is Council policy that:
1. The cost of the purchase and planting of the tree shall be charged to the dedicator. This is to
be based on the average cost for purchase and installation by City forces of a
seven-centimetre calliper tree, subject to annual review.
2. The City shall have final approval of the tree type and planting location. All requests for
special tree species/varieties or particular planting areas shall be accommodated, whenever
possible. Higher costs incurred by these requests shall be charged to the dedicator.
3. The City shall include the tree in its normal schedule of care or maintenance.
4. The cost of the purchase, installation and maintenance of the bench or picnic table shall be
charged to the dedicator. This is to be based on the average cost for purchase, installation
and maintenance by City forces of a standard City bench or picnic table for a 10-year period.
City staff will review costs annually and will adjust accordingly. The maintenance funding is
placed into a tree, bench, and picnic table reserve account.
5. City Staff will acknowledge the bench or picnic table dedication for a period of 10 years from
the date of installation.
6. Dedicators will have the opportunity to continue their sponsorship of the bench or picnic
table after the 10-year dedication period by paying the current fee for replacement of the
bench or picnic table. If the dedicator is not interested in continuing the dedication or cannot
be contacted (within six months of the 10-year term expiring), the plaque will be removed
and the site will become available for a new dedication. It will be the responsibility of the
dedicator to keep their contact information current with the City of Richmond.
7. The City shall have final approval of the location and style of the bench or picnic table.
8. The City shall have final approval of plaque size, style, and wording. A maximum of up to
three plaques per bench is permitted. A maximum of up to eight plaques per picnic table is
permitted. The maximum number of plaques is subject to vary depending on the style of
bench or picnic table that is installed.
9. The tree, bench and picnic table shall become City property. Staff reserves the right to
relocate or remove the tree, bench, or picnic table whenever necessary. A reasonable effort
shall be made to notify the dedicator if their tree, bench, or picnic table is affected.
10. A tree, bench, and picnic table dedication account shall be established for those unable to
purchase a whole tree, bench, or picnic table, but who wish to contribute funds. No plaques
shall be permitted in this case, but City recognition of some type shall be considered.
11. A City record will be established to record all commemorative trees and contributions.
12. Placement of memorial wreaths, flowers, or other items or any modifications to the tree,
bench, or picnic table will not be permitted.
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