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Ceorge Wright, 1154 No. 3 Road, Richmond, 
an~ .s 
Dr.·B~d Wrifht, 1048 No. 3 Road, Richmond, 

Interviewed: April 16, 1973. 

Dr. R u d VV rig ht, b 0 r n 1920, f a m i 1 Y 1 i ve din De 1 ta, .F' at her G e 0 r g e 

Wright rented farm from Captain Hornby, Smith Road . . • Capt. Hornby 

came back from overseas . . • 1922 Wright family moved to Sea Island, 

rented the 1V!ackie farm - now centre of International Airport -

until 1930. 

1930 - City of Vancouver bou~ht that farm and others to establish 

Vancouver Airport wbich eventually becsme the International Airport. 

George WriITht - born 1928 on Sea Island • . . lived there l~ years. 

1930 - family left Sea Island, established home on present site 

1154 No. 3 Road .•• 5 boys in family, 2 died youn~, Jack eldest, 

then Rud and Georqe who runs t~e family farm. Parents came from 

En~18Dd around 1910 • married 1917. 

"BI d ll W • 'ht . J rlR. School - attended erade 1 at Bridcepo~t, Dearest 

school (while on Sea Island and Lulu Island) • ~ode in milk truck 

•.• kids climbed ~r ~J1tb milk cans ••• truck stopped to put 

cans on a stand then continued on to pick up more kids. 

Both recall teachers: Martha Westman - now Mrs. Les Armstrong 

Miss West 

Miss Murphy 

Miss Esterbrook 

Miss McNeeley, principal 

Miss Pentland 

Les Armstrong, manual training 

George went to Bridgeport first 4 years • • • then bussed to Mitchell 

School. 



Bud throuoh Grade 8 at Bridgeport School then to Richmond High 

which is now Cambie Hiph throu~h to Grade 12. Worked for 2 years 

on home farm ••• active in Poys Junior Clubs • . . interested 

most in Potatoe Club, met people in neDsrtment of Agriculture. Mr. 

McLeod in charpe of potatoe certification offered summer job. 

went to IT,A.C, for Bachelor of Science and Master of Science and 

University of ~erkeley, California for Ph.D in Agriculture. 

Family farm rented on Sea Island was 140 acres (the Mackie 

farm) , •• dairy cattle operation •.• about 30 to 40 head milld.ng 

cows and young stock all Holstein . ~rew hay, grain, corn for 

• potatoes a cash crOD. 

Present farm father boupht and Geor~e owns is 80 acres • 

continuinp with da1ryinp (Holsteins) and potatoe growins_ 

Pe: Sea Island farm - first Plilkinp'. machines being used . . 
no electricity to drive them. • mother did milking until children 

older ••• mi1king was done twice dB:ly: 4 to 6:30 a,rn. and then 

in aft ern oon. 

Bud re: Sea Island - hifhli~ht memory of farm work being done 

by horses •.• lived close to North Arm of the river ••• played 

on the dykes ••• groceries delivered ty van from Grauers store 

on Island corner • • • had telephones • • • summer fun playing on 

farm • • • father had cousins who visited farm from Vancouver •• 

pood ne1ghbor was Mrs. Buckinpham. 

Twin Bridges at corner of Sea Island in use until Oak Street 

Br i d g e was b lJ iJt 8_ r 0 u n d 1957 • • • s e 1 d 0 m c a met 0 Lu 1 u Is 1 and ex c e pt 

to :v l sit Iv~) t he l' 's b rot her's fa m i 1 yiD De 1 t a • • • wen t t 0 De 1 t a 0 n 

ferry fro~ foot of No, 5 Road "Woodward's Landing" • vias a uO-
minute trip ••• later shortened to 20 minutes. , • Deas Tunnel 



replaced thi.s •• • f8t~er had a 1926 Hudson . . • a biD' car with 

jump seats and a huge Ford tractor .•• and horses ••• little 

disruption rnovine to I,ulu Island as sodalizin~ betwE'en kids was at 

school • •• ontertsined yourself within the family at home. . . 
not movinr away from kirls because on Sea Island homes were at least 

• closest were Bob McDonsld and the Euckinrhams, 

and Haywards were 3 miles away • . • water was piped into farm. . . 
no swimmin~ there • went to Stanley Park, Second Beach ••• 

after moving to Lulu Island occasionally swam in Gilbert Beach 

went over to swim lessons et Lumterman's Arcb, Vancouver. 

. . 
Social centre, Lulu Island, was South Arm United Church. . . 

Sunday school ••• younf' people' s gl~Ol1P played badminton •.• Trai~ 

Renvers for boys. 

1930 - Steveston looked same as now •.• went dOI,m to play pool. 

canneries and fisherman. 

Bud in depression years . . • picked strawberries at $1.00 a day 

• started 7:00 a.rn. to 6:00 p.m. rate of 10~ an hour •• 

worked for Imperial Cannery stuffin~ cans, etc. a t pay of 15~ an 
hour which eventually went up to 25 cents when a "slow down" 

occul'red ••• Sun newspaper route for 7 years •.• riding 11 miles 

on bicycle deJivering 40 pRpers. 

for more productive purposes ••• potatoes: 70 acres total
Early It/hi te 
21lcr-:--}i\)-n a-y 1st - Early Enicure 

vI arba Kennebec - for chipping 

3rd - Russet: Nor~old and Netted Gems 

In 1972 there was a shortage of potatoes 

25 acres from heavy rain July 11 and 12 

. . • Wright farm lost 

Vegetable Co~operative 

Eoard handles potatoes ••• determines price. • imports and 

available supplies go·vel'ns price ••• a lot of Wrirrht' s potatoes 

grown under contract to chipping potatoe market. 10,000 tons of 



potatoes in Rjchp)ond and Delta contracted by chip potatoe companies. 

Netted Gem, El Rllsset variety, is populEr because of stol"inp; 

ability •.• Red Pont5ac's always sell at a depressed pr~ce. 

For t 1~ A me r i ca 

East - demands 
C en t r a 1 - d e DlR nos 
West demands 

Kennebec, first bred in 

round, white potatoe 
reo variety 
Netted variety (Idaho influence) 

1948 in U.S. for processing trade. • • turns 

sreen readily. • • has few eyes therefore seed uneconomical • • • 

if stored in cold temperature must recondition. Norchip variety 

comin~ along showine; promise of not needing reconditioning ••• 

Chip potatoe research in U.S, In Canada - in Maritimes. Processor 

here - Nalley's, Annacis Island. 

niseases of potatoes 

1 • Eh i Z 0 c ton i a, a f 11 n r us d is ea se, pr e fer s de ad pIa n t ma t e r i al. • 

prGblem in adverse conditions, cold wet sprin~ and oxy~en (air) 

content soil low ••• 0'nod for fun"us spread. Answer: ,t'rood 

mana~ement, crop rotation, dairy farm grass rotation and under~roup 

clrainape. 

2. Bacterial Rjng Rot. Very damaging ••. controlled by ~ood 

~eed (new tubers become mush). 

3. Virus Diseases - carried throufh tuber . . • causes rolling 

leaves, mottlinp; • 200 years ago virus diseases limited 

production •• • potatoes "running out" reference • . . oontrol Has 

in producing new varieties •• • cross one with another . . • virus 

doesn't pass throu~h true seed but througb tuber so virus free 

variety. 

g~ont~o~~h~~JS1.1_.~(?,.!'! j~!_i_~_~.0~on ~ groHi ng seed in area isolat ed from 

sources of infection •.• e.p. Pemberton Valley, 100 miles away 

ideal for this, no taLle steck production, all foundation quality 

• • • also Caribou area •• • no diseases visible or invisible ••• 

tuber inspection for quality. 



]11 a I' J.: et s l' 0 I' see d : L 0 \-1 e I' Ha i ri la n d, W B S h :i nrr ton, Ca 1 j for n i a , 

Tdaho - main buyeI' this year. Northern latitudes (Canada) excellent 

for p'rowj ng ••• more pot atoes vro~vn in Idaho than all of Cans.da. 

La t e b I j 0: h t d~sease CBuse Irish Farrdne in leLtS •.. looked for 

fun a 5cide to apply •• • Bordeaux Misture discovered in France • 

disease control progressed from total ignorance in last 60 to 75 
years. 

L Por Late Bli.rrht •.• use coppeI' based mateI'ials, more 

recently zinc based material. 

used 1)1)I' until illep:al 

. . 

2. FoI' insects - TubeI' Flea Seatle 

Green Peach Aphid end of 1972. Now use Thiodar 

3. Herbicides, weed control - Dinitro. 

FoI' couch ~rass - use Eptam 

Rotate every two years in potatoe Rrowin~ area ••• switch (1) to 

cereals, oats for seed ~rajn (formerly ground for feed on own land 

with ~rain prinder), then (2) to grass - now buy concentI'ated feed 

for cattle ••• sells oats. 

Forecast: potatoe price to be lower this year than last. Law of 

supply and rlemand determines price .•• notatoes ccme in fI'om afar 

all yesI'. 

Georp'e has half of his potatoe CI'OP under contract for processin~ 

industry. 

Pool system (Co-op Association for selling) - to encourare deliveries 

spread out in time on a same price basis ••• this aids stability 

in potatoe pI'ice ••• predict (GeoI'P'e) no more chip potatoe plants 

in this area ••• expansion possible in Alberta where lower prnwing 

costs ••• easy to prow good quality potatoes on cactus-cleared 

land (dry land) in Columbia Gasin, control sjze of potatoes by 

necessary irri~ation and fertilization shd grow in volume ••• 



Geor~e K Bud Wri~ht 

plateau land . . • Grow 350,000 acres jn Idaho ••• not that much 

a '" r i c u 1 t lJ r all and in all 0 fR. C. • . • G eo r feW 1" i er ht's far m IS 1" () vi S 

75 acres of pot8toes . . • have enolJ~h land in Ashcroft area and the 

prairies to O'Y'ow in volume. 

No more than 50% of potatoes prown locally are used in this 

area ••• th4s local rrowinr keAps price stable. 

Moisture for Wri i"ht farm ,~ on dyked land, below sea level ••• ha.'re 

~ood sub irri~atjon • • • dia a hole into eround 3 to 4 feet and 

reach water ••• westher chanreable at coastal area ••• expect 

dry July and Aupust But dry June brinps serious water short ape . • • 

l~kely to instal irri~ation ••• next :VAar rains incessantly. . . 
fresret ;~ime ••• end of 1'1ay run off comes dOvJn from mOllntains • . . 
swells the rivers ..• sprjn~ floods cre&ted Lulu Island (from soil 

washed down from Caribou, etc.) ••• a rwtural p'henomena, controlle~ 

OlJality of soil here is such that moisture percolates throurrh 

well ••• fibrous s011 ••• Q'ooc clay loam with capacity to holn 

water. 

~ilk - ~n disease loop ryone from Richmond dairy herds ••• productj( 

per cow now much hi~her •.• cows ~hder ~reBter strain so cows don't 

last as lon~ .•• acera~e 4 to 5 lactations per cow ••• has 4 to 

5 calves ••• lactations periods explained. 

Potatoe Plantin - earliest planted l~st week of March • • 

completed by May 15 ... earliest harvested last week of June and 

thI'OlJr'h to end of September •• • have to beat the rain • • • 

djY9'ine: conditions- become adverse jf rain comes ••• machinery 

suffers ••• early frost last yea~ hit potatoes in northern B.C. 

(Caribou area). 



R e ~: __ ~~17~) ~ .~ __ BJ;.~_p) ~!l~) n.Cl 

TJave 3~-vleek per-i od after plantirw seed before tlJber comes alove 

c=round • . 1973 1s early sDrin~, 2 weeks ahead of nop~al schedule 

• • ~!ener81 cliscussj on of effect on n:8rl{et here of C'I]~rent Texas 

floons. Arrj c'iture nrop"ressin!! in Tnaja ••• need to learn preser

vation of foods to prevent spoila~e ••• neorae Wright to continue 

potatoe acreaCfe. 

Dellis CJeland 


