
Dr. Michael Sparrow 
Youville Residence, 
4950 Heather, Vancouver 13. 

IntervieHec1: l\~ay 4, 1973. 

(no tape) 

Born July 7, 1882 at Wi1liscroft, Ontario on farm 100 m~les from 

Toronto. 

1897 - to prairies on a "harvest excursion" trip 1:JOrking 3 months 

on a farm in ~anitoba . . • then returned ~o~e to school in Ontario. 

1903 - returned Hest to farm briefly in Boissevain then on to 

British Columbia . . • in Vancouver he operated two teams of horses, 

·excavatinr: work. 

1907 - sold out outfit to Merchants C8rta("e and ret 1lrned to 

Ontario •.• attended llniversity of Toronto Veterinary School for 

4 years, Eraduated. 

1912 - opened Veterjnary practise, corner Burrard and Pender in 

Vancouver, at Palace Livery stable ••. lots of Hork with horses 

and cattle. 

1912 - invited by B.C. Government to be one ef 5 veterinariansto 

test dajry cattle for 'rs ... he tested in Fraser Valley. . . 
1 ate r ch e c ke d bee f • 

1914 - World vJar 1 started and Dr. SparrovJ joined Br:i tish Army. . . 
overseas until 1919 ••• has medals fl'om British and KinS of 

Italy. 

July 1919 - returned to government veterinary service ••• 40 years 

with contaa~ous diseases. • bou~ht 50-acre farm No. 3 Road north 

of S t eve s ton Hi ,r h way ('hi i 1 m a r are a) • • • had h 0 use 8. n d bar n • . . 



22 head Guernsey milk cnws ••• set up WiJmar Dairy with c8:rtified 

raw milk ••• dairy had steam and bnttlinp; plant 0 • hand milkin~ 

• had man deljverinp- ra",' r1ilk to Vancouver. • put in draina~e 

on farm. 

c1912 - and followin~ years also had horses. 

Sold farm • • resold to Abramson ••• now subdivision of Greczmiel 

hOl1sinp:. 

c.1933 - moved to No. 3 Road - raised horses - re~istered Clydesdales, 

A r a b i an, r ace h 0 r s e s • • • ,i uno; e d a t h 0 r s e show s - at n1 d La n s do '\>Jt1 e 

Race 'rrack, and 'lancouver Drill Hall, o,eatty Street 1907 - oR • 

showed a horse at f~rst P.N.F. • hired c0lJ)lle Fr. and Mrs. 

l\1c T nt;'re to look after horses at his farm. • winters Dave Dia~on~'s 

race horses on his farm. 

Later bou,-"ht house on 'jeacle Road, Hest of No. 3, near 

Steveston Hi~hway ••• wife died. 

T.B. Tests on Animals 

~ade clinical examination • • injected t 11berculine solution 

into animal • • 24 to 50 hours Jater took secend readinr • 

swelling apneared at. seat of in~ect~ o~ indicated 'r.B. • • 

5ntradermal test. • jf any doubt second test made, tter~al test 

• temperature tHken hefore and after in~ect~o~ of tuterculine 

serum ••• affected animal showed temneretlJre rise. 

Droved t'Jbercl1]-ine •.• tests for T.B. c"'ltinued 

f e 1>1 era )l ~ fVl2 1 S S h 01;J e cl T. B . • nore today. 

, Disnosal of T.'~. 8n~.:"als - taken to nEsrest al-batoir if one 

near en OL1gb • fer Richmond 8.1."e8 this 1;J8S Swift's, }'2r o ne Dri':e. 
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Animals destroyed under Federal Government inspect5 on • • • 

d-isease confined to lymphio gland 01"' some anjrrals • • • all hides 

sal v a r: e d for 1 e El the r • 

P2:'lrnent. Pedel'al Government pa1(J r;0?(, of -value of animal to 

farmer. 

8n}\~t';O)l of Gillett I,ye follov-Ied 11:,>' a white wash lime ••• there 

F'o110w~up tests for T,B. are condllcted on- al1 farms ••• lJnt~J 

no d~ 8e8se reC!.lrrence ny. o"en . . • it is thn'J'ht the T. p" oattle 

came to B.C. from Ontario. 

B.C. was first DroV';nce in Canada tc request and establish 

cOlm,ulsory T.B. testing of cattle usually children of T.p, 

cattle farmers were affected. 

rtr:er ')jse8ses 

DIAckle a on ranre c8ttle 
Antr:rax· 
H8err.orrha~io sept~mia (contarjous blood poisoninr) 
Foot Rot 
T,j"er fluke in sheep 

Vaccination n01tl controls rr:an:}' of these diseases. 

Wh en Dr. Spa r r 0\<1 fir s t m 0 ye d toR i c h m 0 n d (1919) wa t e I' a v a i 1 a b 1 e 

1. rain water fr0m roof 

2. drinkina water: 40 gals. barrel 

3. 1Ile11s dur for cattle 

1903 - took C,P.R. train Vancouver to Steveston ••• ["ot off at 

Brio;house station ••• went to Jack Featherstone farm for 12 tons 

of hay . . , fed teams of horses •• • recalls everyone lived near 

d;vke . . • few people in middle of Lulu Island • peat came 
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up to ]\fo. 3 Road •.• 11ancouver people rode on benches on flat 

cars of C,P.R , train to attend races at Brighouse Race Track. 

Earliest veterinary dut~es in Fraser Valley testing cattle 

. . • at C10verdale he stayed at the hotel, hjre~ a livery horse 

to ro forth Oq'; nD" week in d1 strj ct ••• lots of stables then •. 

3 stables in Marpole • . . 2 stables in Ladner • ne l0'hborly 

attitude when visiting the ranches, months away from home. 

Pe would like to relive his last 60 years. Took a course in 

horse judr:rjn~ •• judued horses at P.N.E. until one year a~o • 

has picture of self drivinr:r 6 horse team in 1972 at P.N.F. 

}f:e_m1?_e_r_s_hi,E 

Held in:- Vancouver Pioneers Association (must have lived in 

Vancouver before 1903). 
- qruce Boys Association (dinner in Padminton Hotel, 

Vancouver 1 0 07. 

- Ronorary member B.C. Veterinary Medical Association. 

- has Ttalian Medal of Honor from King of Italy. 

Da u rh t e r ~'1 r s. n 1'1 enS CO\) ) a r ( IV' a r 0 0 n) a n cl la t e son Will i a m • 

T). Cl e la nd 

. . 


