AGRICULTURE - - Veterinariesn: Checked TF Epidemic (no tape)

Dr, Michsel Sparrow
Youville Residence,
1950 Heather, Vancouver 13,

Tnterviewed: May i, 1973,

Born July 7, 1882 at Williscroft, Ontario on farm 100 m*les from
Toronto.

1897 - to prairies on a "harvest excursion" trip working 3 months
on a farm in Manitoba ., ., . then returred “ome to school in Ontario.
1903 -~ returned west to farm briefly in Beissevain then on to
Pritish Columbia , . . in Vancouver Ee operated two teams of horses,
-excavatine work,

1907 =~ sold out outfit to Merchents Cartese and returned to

Onterio . . , attended University of Torontc Veterinary School for

li years, pgraduated,

1912 - opened Veterinary prsctise, corner Burrard and Pender in
Vancouver, at Palace Livery stable , , . lots of work with horses
and cattle,

1912 - invited by RBR,C. Government to be one of 5 veterinarians to
test dairy cattle for TR . . . he tested in Fraser Valley . . .
lster checked beef,

191l = World War 1 started and Dr. Sparrow joined British Army . . .
overseas vntil 1919 . , ., has medals from British and King of

Ttely.

July 1919 - returned to government veterinary service . , . L0 years
with contaciovs disesses , ., . bou&ht 50-acre farm No, 3 Road north

of Steveston Hicrhway (Wilmar area) , . . had houvse and barn . . .
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22 head Cuernsey milk cows , , . set up Wilmar Dairy with certified
raw milk . ., , dairy had steam and bottling plant . . . hand milking

« » o+ had man delivering raw milk tn Vancouver , . . put in drainacge

on farm,
cl9l2 - and following yesrs al so had horses,
Sold farm . ., . resold to Abramson ., , . now subdivision of CGreczmiel

housing,

¢.1933 - moved to No. 3 Road - raised horses - registered Clydesdalés,
Arabtian, race horses ., . . judred at horse shows - at old Lensdowne
Race Track, end Vancouver Drill Hall, Reatty Street 1907 - 08 , , .
showed & horse at first PN, E, . . . hired couple ¥r, and Mrs,
McTntyre to look after horses at his farm ., . . winters Dave Diamond's
race horses on his farm,

Later bourht house on Seacle Road, west of No, 3, near

e

Steveston Higshway . . . wife died,

T.B. Tests on Animals

Made c¢linicsl exaﬁination « + . injected tnberculine solution
into animal ., . . 2 to 5O hours later t-ol seccnd readine . . .
swélling appeared at. seat of injection indicated T,B. . ; .
intredermal test , . . if any doubt second test mede, trermal test
e e temperatpre t aken bhefore and after iniection of tourerculine

serum , , , a8ffected animal showed temneretvre rise,

After first vear of *esgtine o BT of gnimale 4n Prgser Vellevw
proved tubercvline ., . ., tests for T,B, continued . . ., every day
fewer gnimels showed T,B, . . . nore today.

Disposal of T.7, enimals - taken to nearest atbatoir if one

near enough . , , for Richmond area this wes Swift's, Merine Drive,
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Animals destroyed under Federal Government inspection , . .
diseese confined to lymphic sland or some animals ., o all hides
salvaged for leather,

E?Xﬁ?ﬁzf Tederel Government npeid SO% of valuwe of animal to
farmer,

Cleen Up., All feed tronchs, stebles, menr~ers cleaned in strone
solvtion of Gillett Lye followed hv g white wash lime . . , there
is no time period before cattle can argin be hroveht into the
rerns,

Follow-up tests for T,R, are condvncted on all ferms . , , until
no disesse recurrence proen , ., , it 1s thov-ht the T.R, cattle
came to B,C, Trom Cntario.

R.C, was first province in Canada tc reaguest and establish
compulsory T.B, testing of cattle ., , . uvsually children of T,P,
cattle farmers were affected,

Cther Disesses

Placklec on ranre cattle
Anthrax
Heemorrhaeric septémia (contacious blood poisoninec)
Foot Rot
Tiver fluke in sheep
Vaccination now controls many of these diseases,
When Dr, Sparrow first moved to Richmond (1919) water available

through: 1, rs&in weter from roof
2. drinkine water: 10 gels, barrel
3. wells dug for cetbttle

1903 - took U,P,R, train Vancouver to Steveston . ., ., cot off at
Brighouse station . ., . went to Jack Featherstone farm for 12 tons
of hay . . . fed teams of horses . . . recalls everyone lived near

dyke » . . few people in middle of Lulu Island . . . peat came
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up to No, 3 Road , . . Vancouver people rode on benches on flat
cars of C,P.,R., trein to attend races at Brighouse Race Track,

Earliest vebterinary duties in Fraser Vallev testing cattle
for TP.were either on horseback or horse an?d hneeov transportsetion
« « o 8t Cloverdale he stayed at the hotel, hired a liverv horse
to po forth drrine week in district ., . . lots of steables then . . .
3 stebles in Marpole . . ., 2 stebles in TLadner , . ., neirhhorly
attitude when visiting the ranches, months away from home,

Ye wonld like to relive his last 60 vears, Took a course in
horse Jjudeine , . . judered horses at P,N.E. until one year aco . . &
has picture of self drivins 6 horse team in 1972 at P,N.E,
Membership

Vencouver Pioneers Association (must have lived in

i

Held in:

Yancouver before 1903),
- Rruce Boys Association (dinrer in Radminton Hotel,

Vancouver 1907,

- Honorery member B,C, Veterinary Medical Association.

« hes Ttalian Medal of Honor from Xine of Ttaly.

Daugchter Mrs, Owen Scovlar (Marion) and late son William.

D, Cleland




