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Dou~las William Savace, 
491 No. 7 Road, Rjchmond. 

Interviewed: May 10, 1973. 

norn June 17, 1916 in hospital, Vancouver. 

1912 - father John Savage came to Richmond · . . leased 240 acres 

estate at 1)+42 Cambie Road ••• handled by C.R. Trim but owned 

by Gntario people •.• Savage held the land till estate probated 

:in 1946 when he bourrht it jointly with Savage1s 3 sons. 

Early farming was mixed, potatoes, grain (oats) hay, 60 head 

G u ern s e y d air yea t tIe • • • bot tIe d ovm r a vJ m ilk for 8 to 10 

yea r s • • • S a v age Da i r y - del i v ere d m ilk t 0 Van c 0 U ve r . . . had 

retail store on Fraser St. 

School - attended Mitchell Sctool ••• bussed to Bridrreport 

School for 2 years ••• bussed to Ricbnond H-ip'h School now 

called Cambie Junior Biph School • . . Mr. Dick drove the bus . . 
graduated 1933 came home farming • hard t:i mes - no 

spendinQ money except from parents when noinr to sc~ool . . .. 
one djrl chores ••• milked COl.vS from a8'e of 10 ••. no h0r18,,,1ork 

till after supper ••• drove horses in sprin>,; ••• spent weekenrJs 

holidays ploughing, harrowinc • envied friends with jobs ••• 

no waaes till married after depression. 

1942 - mars'ied Marjorie May. 

Fathe,r Savarre was B souare dance calle r · . • went to neighbors 

houses ever~T two weeks to call ••• women brouc;ht food ••• East 

Richmond had own social life ••• close community. 

1946 - partnership on family farm ••• increased dairying •. 

milked 100 head cows in 2 herds gradually changed breed to Holstei~ 
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Holstei n rworlu0,e brend tr\le to fn:r' )'1l. 

1941 - father, brother Art and nou~ houaht extra Bo acres on east 

side o~ No. 7 Road wh1ch had heen previously used in da~ryjn~. 

194B - h\liJt ne'hl barns, dail"y buj]dinrrs •.• brr)ther Art rnarrieci 

in 1946 and moved onto th5s farm. 

1947 - Do\)'7 ['Jilt house on No. 7 Road, had previously rented on 

No. 6 Road ••• T)ouo; then municipal councillor. Incident re -

Reeve Gra\Jer advi si n'~ TJouq: to hla5t a year for prices to [fo dOHn. 

1951 - father retired • • • buiJt mother present house on No. 7 

Road • • • father died about 7 months later at nearly 70 years. 

Psed to groh1 a lot of oats in days of horses • • • doesn't pay 

to groH Erain now in Richmond - cost of land is ton hiah ••• 

oats ~rOHn now only to seed ciown o;rass. 

Dou a Savaae's Beef Ooeration - h 8 n d 1 e s 200 he ad. • • buy s yea r 3. in rr, 

of 4001bs. • • • winters throu~h to rrass stape • . • finish 

fattenin~ on nrain in fall (as comnared to feed lot operation with 

faster turnover as done by Mays) ••• huys Boo lb. heavier an1Mali 

nut strai"'ht on grain •.• operate year round ••• handle more 

animals (2,000 head) • . . breeds mainly Herefords, crosses of 

Charolais, An~us, Holstein • two brothers remain in dairying 

. . • one brotter still on No. 7 Road. 

1955 - started strawberries ••• 40 - 60 acres grown yearly 

. . • phasing out within 3 years - reason! price of berries isn't 

going up but oosts are ••• labor, machinery, fertilizer. Has so 

muoh land that has not needed to return to growing Dn same land in 

17 years . . . plant out new plantation every year on new land, but 

only 1/3 of size of operation ••• plant 20 acres a year on 60 acre 

operation. Strawberries bring in virus or boring disease so can 



only be frown limited time on land. . . already experienced by 

others here. Canada w111 probably uet strawberr~es entjrely from 

P,S. and Vexico where labor is ~1.30 hourly c~mnare~ to new P,C, 

Provjncial rate of ~2.00. Savare sells strawberries to YacDonald 

Cn~s0Iidated, wholesalers for Safeway •. , oickin r ~~ne by baskets 

into flats, .. shipped h,,r crate to ~.C. Bl:leberry CO-OD •• 

sraded, wei~hed, reloaded by pallet to trailer trucks to wholesale 

now in Clearbrook, R.C •••• No}ryth West type popular (from 

Washinston state) but non-resistant to Red Stele ••• chan~ed to 

Totem (from A(Tassiz, Pederal A2'ric: 1 lt\)re) stand frost better, )1esists 

Red Stele. 

Potatoes - phasing out. Peak years 1958 - 1960, grew J,OOO to 

~,OOO tons. Potatoes good payinr crop during and after World War 2. 

rutside competition sets pr1ce. California, Oregon, Weshington 

~row three crops yearly, compete in sales ••• Alherta Crows hu:e 

acrea::::es, Richmond hasn't 8Cl'e8 rt es •.• Alberta uses potatoe combjnE' 

chooses sandy soil Which s~fts throu~h so no lahor . . Richmond 

has clay lumps, hj~h labor costs separating potatoes and same size 

lu mos • 1';:rpes_ - Fetted Gems standby ••• then Kennebec for 

processing (chip) . . . half of SavaR'e crop now to chj.npin,,: • . . 
started decreased ~rowing . . . now ~row 200 tons where previously 

1000 tons •• • expect to hold there • • • neat andtjdy processor -

contract with no need to sack or grade • • • in tote box hauled to 

processor ••• cheap to handle ••• for eating Savage prefers 

Gems,RUsset (n,s. name) or Inaho. Land not used for potatoes now 

raises beef. Milk or beef only viable things left. Grows no 

vefetables, but in 1972 tried crop of short cucumbers f~~ dills - 20 

acres - no market ••. crop balf picked and Orep;on, \1ashington crop 
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matured one v18ek e~trlier, so Savar"e's rotted in fields . . . sold 

to Yalley's, ~;arjne Drive, Vancouver (plant cJosinCl'), R-ichmonr:3 

a~r~culture tail-end supplier in all vegetables, 

Orcl-ard: Newl:,! j n • , . R-ilJ 7alman No. 8 Road and Westminster 

1-{ i co' h way - 5 a c res • , • r 0 a c1 s id est and to s ell OH n a l' pIe s . R i ch m 0 n ':' 

has most progressive farmers in Canada. . . have to be hard worl{in: 

farmer to exist or taxed out . . • farmer she re never accept e d 

subsidies. 

Ban s Disease, Early 19hD - affects cattle . . • t ransmi t ted 

through milk, becomes undulant fei7er. 

c1950 - vaccination proc;ram started ••• started in LmoJer 

Mainland and went throuEh dairy herds • then throUEh beef on 

range ••• eventually province declared "Bangs free". 

No reason to grow food on the land here till 2000 AD when 

world population doubles. 

Family: 2 girls. 

118s L~ ridjnE" horses - 2 of them \lsed for herdine; cattle ••• cElttle 

prefer horses aP1on0' them to people on foot, 

steam Thresher Revived: Savage grew grain for old steam threshing 

machine which machinist bow:rht from movie makers here ••• demons-

tration last fall (1972) ••• oats cut, bound, stooked, loaded 

and thrown in by hand similar to routine of his youth ••• ex-

pra i r ie people w a tche d • • • Savage has 01 d-t ime movie of family 

thres hing • • • belong s to Pot at oe Growers As soc. 

Cranberries. 

c1967 - Norman Holmes persuaded Savage Bros. to buy 160 acres of 

b02 cleared of peat belon~ing to Lulu Island Peat Company to plant 

in crunberries ••• takes 5 years for cranberry maturity. . . 
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first returns in 1972 ••• 11SeS sndnkl-tnrcr s~rster1 for frost 

protection ••• called Columbia Cranberry Compa.ny ••• Savarse 

brnthers share h olrlers, nr. Mel, New viestminster and rv::ay family. . . 
venture more nrofitabJe than farming. . . cranberry bop: sells for 

$7,000 an acre •. • industry now built on or} ~inal ~ay land • . . 
Mays moved to land across No. 7 Road and hj~ beef feed lot operation 

• cranberry 9'rowin,r;r on bOR:s won't "wear out" ••• 100 year old 

bo~s in Massachusetts still producing cranberries better than ever. 

Cranberries return twice as much to the acre at half the cost 

compared to strawberr:ies ••. sell cranberries at 12 cents a pound 

but need to pet 22 cents a pound to make strawberries pay due to 

mechanization ••• sell cranberries one-third price selling blue-

berries. More cranberries said marketed in North America than 

strawberries and blueberries comhined. 

Not on tape. T)oup; Savare's father loaded hay on barp:es which went 

~nto Vanc:>uITer •.• hay for horses and milk producers. Recalls 

old airport pro~rty on Garden City between Landsdowne Rd. and 

Cambie. 

D. ClelanCl 


