MATT PALMER, 89

A TROPHY OF.

It was their first year out from
_the old country when George and
Annie Porter won the Vancouver
Exhibition trophy for the Best
Collection of Vegetables and erld
Roots., - . i

They tbok fop honors three years run-
ning — in 1911, 1912 and 1813,

George 18 dead now, but Annle is still -

going sfrong &l 95 and still takes as
much pride in her vegelable garden as
she did in those days, :

Saturday, af-a gatherltig of the Rich-

mond Pioneers, Annie turned over the

and ANNIE PORTER, 95 . .

txme -worn trophy to the Richmond Mu-
seum.

She recalled some of her early expen-
ences:

e were preity i)roud when we won
thal trophy, Georgs and 1,” ghe . said,
“George was a P);ofesslonal gardener
over there and we!llved on a big estate
in Horsham, North'Sussex, .

““We came out from. England to aet up
in the greenhouse business In Richmond

— tomatoes and gueimbers:in summer,

chrysantbemums ia
winter, i

“When we fxrst 8

other . flowers in

ted we put & pay-

-——Glenn Baglo Photo

R1chmond Pioneers tcﬂkmg over old times

1

EARLY ROOTS

ment down on the land — the very same
land T live.on to this day. And we did

guite well until George’ passed away 20

years ago)”’

" Annie  said she still grows her own
peas, beans and new potatoes.

“I have my own little special garden.

T don't hother with flowers any more, I

just grow things I can eal. This way I
don't have to buy them,”
Aunie is one of 101 Richinond old tim--

‘ers who ‘have been Interviewed and

taped for a loeal initiatives project, The
tapes, which record an oral history of
the area, are stored at the Richmond

Art Centre,
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.+ /7 Mrs. Georse Porter Interviewed March 1, 1972.
951 0dlin Road Barliest Comm. Greenhouse

J”'!J-came from Little Hampton in 1310 with husband to Vancouver - put
‘money on land in Richmond - was in estate service at Holbrook Park
“near Horsham, England
‘j:; L-¥ bought acreage on 0dlin nothing named 1911 - no water, 1ight.— Just
iplank‘to walk on - built the first house on Didlin Road - husband had
help buvilding their house 60 yvears ago.

=planted holly first - had 7 large greenncuscs - grew tomatoes,

‘cucumbers, sold in Vancouver in winter srew carysanthemams, forced

‘daffodil bulbs - had. 6 cows,

o

‘hnrses - times dif{ficvlt - to make
somérmoney husband worked some for Municipality on roads - $2.50 a day
and walked miles - no family - no neighbors near - (irst house built
nearby by Kavanagh - caught tram every 2 hours ot Csmbie Station to

 .Marpo1e ~ had TFord eventually - learned to arive but nervous.

-called Porter and Thomsett Grecnhousss - nartner Thomsett eventﬁally
1married, left for Vancouver as florist, tuen clied - Thomsett came out
-from England with them - was recve 1 year.

*milk picked ub in cans bv Fragser Valley Company, ciourned and sold

“.a lot of butter.

—=got .grocerlies by taxing tram to Marpole, wallked rver bridge to

fiﬁGrauer!s store (Sea Island)

‘J-étbre took Porter's tomatoes and cucumbers - she nacked 20 cratgs

V'ﬁomatoés a day - overwork and heat in greenhouses killed husband at
75 - used car to et proceries to towne
- once a mon th went to movie in town - to Canibal on tram met

. friends.
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Mrs. George Porter

~went to Marpole to Anglican Church on Hudson - meat reasonable
prices - paid $HA00 an acre for land and had to meet payments e&ery

6 months - bank in Marpole, Royal Bank, corner Granville (where buses

stopped) = went home to England in 1526 for 3 months - husband went

2 years after - mother's home bombed heavily in war.

. ~bombed heavity—imwar - has brother on dontecalm St. - added rooms on

to the original house - wood-coal furnace heats house - wood stove

“in kitchen - had first large sreenhou se in Richmond,Telegraph or -

Telephone Cucumbers (large) raised by them -

at Vancouver Agricultural Feir won big cun for winning 3 years in

succession; Vancouver, Westmwinater and Victoria, 1911, 1612, 1913

"for anything grown in Richmond" - gzot £500. prize.
-walked uv the tram track to Lansdosne Pary for horseraces - first
aeroplane went un on a Good Friday when they started to Puiilid their

house - C.P.R. brought neople out from City {2 see aeronlane - watched

- from verandah - nn wnter for lnnz time - got water [rom Marpole in

18 gallon wooden tuh = when tide came in went down to ditch on
Cambie Road, dinped water out in paill ton wash hinds, vesetables -
no baths just had a wash.

#no electricity when first came - rt in noles, nsced 1T wanted, 1f

signed then could get clectricity without paying - peonle walked

-miles to use their phone when it went in - neighbors called long

. distance using their nhone ~ kent cattlie til husband sick - sold

last 2 cows and cried when man Jleft check Tor Lhow - tad chickens =~

lost dog, 2 cats 3 years ago- good ncighbors - balonezs to Hebececa

lodge, Marvole,
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