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,,':~:;",',~'Ra~iph Magar Artist 
V~ I : ' ~ • ,., :'/ .~' ',\ .-,' ..J ' 

~'~i" . <;('" Born Vancouver 1913 

Interviewed May 1,' 1972 • ,I' 

, ' 

, ., '.' , . lj"iather James Magar came 
· , ' 

from Eastern Townships, Quebec to NicomenI~land, 

.:;' Island, Fraser, 1891 - to Hichmond \vith wife and family Nov. 19'19 
· ' ; 
" ' 

" .. '~: farm'ed at 3 areas - bought 20 acres corner Granville and No. 2 Road 
,."., 

" '\,' 0" 
":..-.,. '. I 

'.' t'h,en Granville called Rail\vay Ave. - their house (still there) was 
e .' 

::~." ,': o.pposi te Lulu Stati en (interurban tram no lenger) mix(::!d farming berry 

:~t~rming - mostly loganberries - ~o~e strawberries - fe~ milk cows - sold 

. , " .. ·.:·,.·'berries to fruit canneries: Empress Jam and Canadian Cannery. - family 

.':;..~C"of 4: Gladlys, .lloyd, lvielva, Ralph 
':':; '.<--:-4" '. 

family picked also got Japanese help 

.. 
• ~ ;"". -:' I :" 

'/S;teveston then full of Japanese - recalls enj oyable times growing u,.·,~ 

.' :':'.: active in Brj,ghouse Young Po6ples - father paid Ralph seme men(~y picking 
.., ~, '.: .';;., .. ", " ~ 

, I,"' 
"<ti'mes difficult - early days father werked seme fer munL::ipality - 'haulec 

:': gravel - incident foreman sick and Magar (senier) maPl1ed curve Granville 
.1"7'\' ;. 

t/' . I'," , 

. into Railway - Ralph a:rorived age of 7 - roadways - Noo 2 Head was just 

.. " 

'0 • 

" " \ '~. 

. '., '. 

',' , 

':gravel - Magars enly family down to. Blundell with electri 8i ty because' 

Itv'ed en Railread corner se wires came into house had a telephene and 

"water - lots of water early en land - especially at Xmas, high tides and 

'" torrenti al rai ns - no pumps then - "'Thole area No. 2 Road to. Br ighouse 

'under water at times - no drainage - farm appearod to have had peat 

">earlier - when subdividing benfire burned, smoldered - old cedar logs 
, .< ,. , 

. ·puried - preperty from Granville seuth to Udy Rd. from UCiyRd. and No. 2 
, .' ~ , . 

, . 

West to Lynas Lane (l mi.) Ralph first scheol half mile north corner 

,..,>':~". ;:., .~.Westminster Hwy. and No. 2 Head Lulu Scheol - school was next to house 
~ ": '. ) ~~' " . ;,-, 

. '~"::.:> . .';'>.·'?rl actual cerner - 1 reom schoel - teacher Mr. Bailey- then to Bridgepc 
" ",I: ": - ~ '. ~' . 

,": 80hool-· teek intorurban tralll frem Lulu Station to Bl'idgepol't S tat10n 
,I •• ,'~ l ' 

... : '/0'.': ~ram always on time, comfertable, 'warm, relaxing - friendly - used to -

· ." ':>.,' stop on old Granville Bl'idge =- then Davie St. and Seymour. the tertnihus· .. · 

.' .. ;. 
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Ralph Magar 

;"1..1..1 •• 

Growing up active in United Church Brighouso Young Peoples group.- played 

:'" badminton - had own tennis court behind house vii th fri ends - Herb Dick 
i./ 

• ',' t. '. 
j', 

" , 
'/ 

: ... 

" '~ .. -

1.,-

, , 

'I 

, I" 

.... 

,,:'played badminton South Arm United Church - another tennis Court at 
~ .. L 

', .. 
"S,~eveston, near parsonage. 

.. ../ 

. ;',-first ball park no. 3 Road and Granville Started when l1alph was 28, quit 
.;"',. . . 
,playing tennis - route to Brighouse when he was young: present Granville 

" .'Ave. stopped at No. 2 Hoad so had to go south to Blundell, east to No. 3 

"R~ad, north to Brighouse - doubled the distance - put in Granville Ave. 

~. '", 

beside existing Railroad track - farm owned by Mr. Oaser (across ~t.) wa~ 
,r:' .' ,,' 
,,: subdivided - Gilbert later - at Lulu School sat 2 in a seat - person 

.. , 

,:",.', 'beside you in another grade so couldn't cheat - sat beside Albert 
"" "., .. :" 

. ,:" Abercrombie - Wilfl'oci and fatl1Gr Van Dusen hauled thGir berries' (Wilf so 

'. :,'.~~:,< ',:small had to sit on cU;3hion) - later picked up milk from Magar's cows fo 

,", 

" 

, . 

. ' ): 
I 

.! } 

. " 

.' .. 

: '. " 

.Vancouver - fog \.,ras thick - especially around Ch:.:'istmas - walked, took 

tram - got bike late teens - rode bike to Chilliwack, Victoria - to 

'Westminster movie - rode on top of' dykes every\..,rhcre - when. young went 

" swimming at Ki tsilano some - older w . .,ram in lakes, and Fraser River. almos 

'to Airport at high tide - not polluted - sandy beach then - around 1938 
. ,~ 

.·,·commercial gill net fishing 2 seasons - vr:Lth friend bought 15 ft.fishir 

"skiff - soid to Phoenix Cannery - paid 50 cents a 30ckeye - fishing poOl 

'went out 1 week at a time - father rode bike out to meet ~hem Saturday 

. :,'~:"morning - fished offvJestham Is. - 3 or l+ boats of 3alne size in Gulf 
. ~ :." . 

.,,~,lmostly gas boats - start of drums pulling nets. 
: .. !,:.:. " . ' 

'..;Grandstand at' Brighouse racetrack burned down twice - no fire dept. so 

" ,': big cleanup - Stables started along prosent Granville Ave. where s\o.[imrni 
~ ~, ' • + 

,:. ;!0', ... pool is now, extended west to Gilbert Hd. north -~ \vay to Westminster Hw 
~:,or ~. . . ~:-! 

No. 3 Hoad (minoru),some sheds along No. 3, and old clubhouse" 

fires in sheds. 
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3 Raloh Magar 

.1'1 

", ,::''recalls all buildings along dyke from No. 2 Road to Steveston swept by 
, ' 

• t;:Lre' - age of 8 (had scarlet fever) - bog caught on fire every year -

"'eyery east wind -Pauline Johnson's "lires of Lulu Island .. peat burned 

, smell .. Simpson \tJinery along No. 2 Road and bet'.v!:3en Steveston Highway 

and' Moncton St ... Interior decorating o\ITn business 5 years in Richmond 

and Marpole - father brought Studebakel' 1919 to farm, lie;ht head lights 

'with mq.tch (carbide drip), squeoze horn \Iith hon}" honk - never got out 

",,"er barn .. liked art early school drawing - \ITent to Vancouver Art School -

2 years evenings .. self-taught - 1936 Va1lcouver Jubilee asked to paint 

,2 'pictures for float showing \IThat Hichmolld expected fu tUl'e airp~rt

asked by Reeve Grauer - describes pictur) ideas - 5 years ago Peter 

, .ohler's Bookshop and Art Gallery (now Wa::'''.ITick Gallery, Vancouver) in 

/"--',' '.October held Ralph Magar's one man Art S~lOw - 20 paintings 24 x 30 -
Wr\c1k 

'swamp along \l'.e.fl.a' River - wilc1flovrers on :rocks along Alta Lake Road -

Richmond Review covered it - hunted pheaJant in old Brighouse Estate 

'600 acres tramped all over als 0 in wha t L; Gi Imore Park area with 

""brother - also on own prope rty - other huntors in - didn't post notices 

,~~t finally muniCipality ruled out hunting on farms - shot ducks on other 

side of dyke, on Sturgeon Banks (used to be called Blundell flats) -

'" Opening day guns went off by dozens - hear from guns Westham Is. Ladner 

:Old Marpole Bridge open and closed half the time Qutos backed up to . , 

old Marpole Bridge open and closed half the time autos backed up to 

, 
old firehall, Hudson St. - recalls aJrport Lulu Island, just north of 

, " 

.:: ~ . " 
,,·,\'~LansdO\.,ne, from No o 3 Road east to Garden CIty 1\d. - tri-rnotored Ford 

",' ~ landed, Mayor of Vancouver, Lewis D. Taylor steppod out t.o greet crowd 
,.,.....-' ... 

) \ " . 
,'. : and propeller knocked him dOWEl, nearly killed him - same aircraft flying 

,,",,< t'~ Seattle lost - boats '\vent up and down Gulf,in prohibItion days • .', 

," ...... ~n Richmond old a1 rport, training pilots, watqhed th(~m close to iriter- ' 

,,:::':, .. : :"'<u:rban wires. side slinnecl. nft.!"'!1" LV.t.J. TT 
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,,' Ralph M§3.gar 

, ,', ~~plough~d fields Sea I sland end of rumvay, \V i th hi s OI"rD trac tor e' 

" " 

~'· .... onlY way to Ladner by ferry - went south on No. 3 Road to Steveston Hwy. 
'. " 

east to No. 5 Rd., sou Gh on No. 5 to Ladner ferry '.,.;11arf. 

,;NQ~ 5 Rdo then stopped at Cambie Hd. 
'" 

Also recalled: when he came in 1919 Brighouso had only 1 store, a grocery 
, , " 

, .... -;', 

, " 

store owned by Mr. Stlrton, followed by Mr. Dear ~ and 1 gas,station 
>, 

'owned by Mr. Hussell' who had sons bruco and Hew and 3. daughter, also 
,' .. 

~recalled Mrs. Travers and Joe Thompson. Got t'heir meat from Grauer's 

" Store, delivered. 
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