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o iB&i?h‘Mégar - Artist Interviewed‘May 1,°1972

‘Q;Béfn Vancouver 1913

;ﬁfj“#Féthér Janes Magar came from Eastern Townships, Quebec to Nicomen Island
;Pe¥‘7f:&{131and Fraser, 1891 - to Richmond with wife and family Nov. 1919 -

';ﬁ,farmed at 3 areas - bought 20 acres corner Granville and No. 2 Road -

iiitnen'Granv111e called Hallway Ave. - their house (still there) was:

< opposite Imlu Station (interurban tram no longer) - mixed farming = berr

-Tarming - mostly loganberries - sope strawberries ~ few milk cows ~ sold

"7 “berries to fruit canneries: Empress Jam and Canadian Cannery. - family

fﬁbf 4: Gladys, lloyd, Melva, Ralph - family picked also got Japanese help
1}@Steveston then full of Japanese - recalls enjoyable times growing uy“—f

‘Wifactive in Brighouse Young Pcoples - father paid Ralph some money chking

 ﬁit1mes difficult - eaxly days father worked some for munlvlpallty - haulec

"ﬁagravel - incident foreman sick and Magar (senior) mavned curve Granv1lle

~’into Railway - Ralph arrived age of 7 - roadways - No. 2 Hoad was just
f?{gravel - Magars only family down to Blundell with electricity because.

‘.tﬁfllved on Railroad corner so wires came into house ~ had a telephone and

‘.i§»water -~ lots of water early on land - especially abt Xwas, high tides and
fitorreﬂtlal rains -~ no pumps then - whole area No. 2 Road to Brlghouse
‘ﬁﬁunder water at times - no drainage - farm appeared to have had peat

'5§Jéérlier - when subdividing bonfire burned, smoldered - old cedar logs

fﬁ’fﬂl‘igﬁburied - property from Granville south to Udy Rd. from Udy‘Rd.'ahleo. 2
'nﬂglwest'tO‘Lynas Lane (4 mi.) Ralph first school half mile north corner

éétminqter Hwy.'and No. 2 Road lulu School - school was next to house

fon actual corner -~ 1 room school - teacher Mr. Bailey - then to Bridgépc
i}fjﬁj !flSchool - took interurban traw from Lulu Station to Bxldgoport SLaLion -

L tram always on lee, comfortablo, warl, relaxing - friendly - used to.g

;gtop on old Granville Bridge - then Davie St. and S Lymoul the berminus.;
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vxfllGrowing up active in United Church Brighouse Young Peoples group - playe
fg;badminton - had own tennis court behind houoe with frlend - Herb Dick
.Ji;iplayed badminton/South Arm United Church - another tennls Court af"'
f:i£8£évésﬁon, near parsonage.
ﬁgf-flrot ball park No. 3 Road and Granville Started when Ralph was 28 éul
f:;playing tennis - route to Brighouse when he was young: present Granville
vﬁﬂAve. stopped at No. 2 Road so had to go south to Blundell, east to No.A3
l:fffRoad, north to Brlghouse - doubled the dlstancc - put in Granville Ave.
”?;ibe51de-existlnd Railroad track - farm owned by Mr. Oeser (across ste ) wa
~:fsubdiV1ded - Gilbert later - at Lulu School sat 2 in a ueat —.person
1f¢fbe51de you in another grade so couldn't cheat - sat beside Albert | ‘
“;ﬁAbercromble ~ Wilfred and father Van Dusen hauled their berries (Wilf e
i{;fﬁsmall had to sit on cushion) - later picked up milk from Magar's cows fo
ﬁ-'1;HVancouver - fog was thick - especially around Christmas - walked, t ook
‘fbltram - got bike late teens - rode bike to Chilliwack, Victoria - to
fl;WeotmlnsLer movie - rode on top of dykes everywhere - when young went
?;éﬁimhing at Kitsilano some - older gwam in lakes, and Fraser River élmos
Ji?to Airport at high tide - not polluted - sandy beach then - around 1938
.'chommerc1al gill net fishing 2 seasons - with friend bought 15 ft. fishir
J;fskiff - sold to Phoenix Cannéry - paid 50 cents a sockeyevm fishing poo1
”‘LQl*went out 1 week at a time - fathér rode hike out to meet them Saturdaj

'f;fmorning ~ fished off VWestham Is. - 3 or % boats of same size in Gulf -

mostly gas boats - start of drums pulling nets.

"tlf?Grandstand at Brighouse racetrack burned down twice - no fire débt.iso

ffwbig cleanup - Stables started élong present Granville Ave. wheréiéwimmi

]

filf}gpool is now,‘extended west to Gilbert Rd. north 3% way to Westmihgtér'Hw

‘4qast to No. 3 Road (mlnoru), some sheds along No, 3, and old clubhouse

many flreq in sheds.,




182.

- 3 = Ralph Magar

3f;fé¢élls all buildings along dyke from No. 2 Road to Steveston swepﬁ by
f{iiré“~ age of 8 (had scarlet fever) - bog caught on fire évery yeaf~-
”i:éQéry.gggg wind -Pauline Johnson's "Fires of Iulu Island - peat burned
1{ §mell - Simpson Winery along No. 2 Road and between Steveston Highway

‘fﬂahd Monctdh Ste = Interior decorating own business 5 years in Richmond

" . and Marpole - father brought Studebaker 1919 Lo farm, light head lights

,;1 ﬁith match (carbide drip), squeeze horn with honk honk - never got out
'75bf barn - liked art early school drawing - went to Vancouver Art School -

"27years evenings - self-taught - 1936 Vancouver Jubilee asked to paint

. w2 pictures for float showing what Richmond expected future airphrt.e

I

" ‘asked by Reeve Grauer -~ describes pictur: ideas - 5 years ago Peter
.- Ohler's Bookshop and Art Gallery (now Wazwick Gallery, Vancouver) in

‘ff}Cctober held Ralph Magar's one man Art Siow - 20 paintings 24 x 30 =

veddeer

~’swamp along Veds River - wildlflowers on rocks along Alta Lake Road =
, Richmond Review covered it - hunted pheasant in old Brighouse Estate
;'600 acres tramped all over - also in what is Gilmore Park area with
fibrother - also on own property - other hunters in - didn't post notices

[.bpt finally municipality ruled out hunting on farms = shot ducks on other

éide of dyke, on Sturgeon Banks (used to be called Blundell flats) -

"‘fOPenlng day guns went off by dozens - hear trom guns Westham Is. Ladner -
Z:Old Marpole Bridge open and closed half the time - autos backed up to
_‘old Marpole Bridge open and closed half the time - autos backed up to
‘};01d firehall, Hudson St. - recalls airport Lulu Island, just north of
1iﬁLanedowne, from No. 3 Road east to Garden City id. - Lri-motored Ford

”f landed: Mayor of Vancouver, Lewis D, Taylor stepped out Lo gfeeﬂ croud

‘};ﬁféhd propeller knocked him down, nearly killed him -~ same aircraft fly;ng

L to Seattle lost - boats went up and down Gulf in prohibition days.;!'

 ?i~in Richmond old dirport training pilots, watghed them close to inter-f-
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B f}.g' , - 4 - Ralph Magar

5{-ploughed fields b@a Island end of runway, with his owa tractor.

‘?1~only way to Ladqer by ferry - went south on No. 3 Road to Steveston Hwy.
v eaot to No., 5 Rd., south on No. 5 to Ladner ferry wharf.

No. 5 Rd. then stopped at Cambie Rd.

Also recalled: when he came in 1919 Brighouse had only 1 “tofe,va'gfocery

store owned by Mr utthOﬂ, followed by Mr., Dear - and 1 ga station‘

'?fH 'owned by Mr. Hussoll who had sons bruce and Roy and a daughter, also

rocalled Mrs. Travers and Joe Thompson. Got their meat from Grauer's

I Store, delivered.
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