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Interviewad March 17, 197

1140 River Road. - Orchid Florist |
Mother, Miss Horst came to Vancouver from Utrecht, Holland with her fathe
-met Senior le Noble, a widower, at the Dutech club - married.

~buy 3 acres land, Richmond at $1,000 an acre - arranged payments through

“C. Gra; realtor - bought at nesk of lancg heootn - still had to nay - land
? s A

in bog (centre Tnlu Ts.) sold for same prices Lo people who never saw it.
-No. 5 Road 1 mile awav (Lhon called No.o 20) actnal bos 1/3 mile was a

)

nlank road ~ flerry ot Woodwards landineg took farmers Crom Vancouver side

over to ladner - recalls carly cars rambiing over nlank roads - No. 5

Road was was macadari road of laree rock, rolled dowi with steam rQllery
tar over ﬁon, finer gravel, then rolled neain, then finished coat -
~farming earlv - father in drygoods in Holland so worked win ters for
Woodwards Stnore (Hastings St.) at 310,00 o w eek - only money coming in
for 10 at table -~ {irst cow gave no wilgx, asked Tavmer MeNair why - it
was beef only, so snld.

~had cows - delivered wmilk ih quart battlos oan hackas in white flour sack
to Fraser and sarine Brive bheiore went Lo work - »iao bhutber,

-in winter no work so father, older brothov Advrian, brother Ted and self

tranped raskrats - Jim started At 19 da 1928 - Adrian travrped 8 or 9

years earlier - walked 10-14% miles dodly - velis worsh A0¢ to e after

S

o

W.W.1 - nelts vsed in {lyers Jucks

[$%

N

-grew potutboes, strawberries, chickens - shrawberries ¢rown on perimeter
~strawberrics grown on perimeter of Island - 3/4 acre - disease when more

berries - netted $700 one vear - had 1 acre black currants, currant

trouble 144 a 1b. Tor berries - strawberries brought 7-84 a 1h. =no

insecticides, cte. of to-day so all work by hnnd - wother, brother -

Henry, vounger sister and self started gardening at 9 a.m. till 11 'a.md,
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‘Mr. Jim LeNoble

stay out of sun till 2 n.m. =~ very hot, hard work - families mdre'cén—
' tented than to-day - all families had certain chores before pléyj—-
grahdfather at 65, brother Ted then brother Henry, self, all deliveréd 
Vancouver Province papers - 15 -20 years held Route ITII Iuﬁm Is. took
route from Alberﬁ Hoey (1lived No. 5 Road)
~had 67 paper customers travelled 10 miles so eventually ¢ot bicycles =
used bikes to e¢o to school - Bridgeport 2 1/2 miles - then to Fraser and
‘Marine 1 1/2 wiles then deliver.
f-he was supposed to start 1915 at Mitchell School but mother deéided
.séhool too small, training, so permission from Miss McNeely to.attend'
“Bridgenort public school at & yrs. arse., ~ walked in first winter through
5  18 - 22" snow - 2 Williams ¢irls came to schonl in horse and democrat
4 1/2 miles, lived Ho. & Rd. between No. 20 and No. 19 (Westminstér'Hwy.)
-Violet Williams came down No. 5 Road and River Rd. to nick him up during
sn dw, arranced by teacher.
'r -ska£ing on Middle Arm FFraser - never cnt ice - had cellars in basement
 -summers used hole in ground - no time for athletics. ~ weekends Jim
had 10 - 12 nairs shoes shine Saturday mornings - lean uvo yard in
"bﬁcket - mother mwilked - hated raise nips see them killed.
had 1 acre notatoes ~some sold. | |
 ’4father, brother, and self worked at Westminster Brewery: 11 1/2 hours
.aQay for 8 hours work -~ paid well = $4.65 Tor brother, father day, Jim

l‘gbt $3.00 day - paid fare 27¢ A day, naid #10.00 week board or l/2=j

. earnings - family snirit of unity then - no vandalism or strikes.

~since . 1911 till 5 ycars ago never robbed, or broken.

. =Jap neighbor Tanizawa mother helped clothing - names early neighbours =

. Wade (junction Standards Brands) Russel Hawke, Ruth and Muriel school-"

<, mates; Mitchell Family No. § Rd. and River Rd.
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'ijaner Simpson Rd., then Hoey; McGillivray; Cliff Cross the Fréser5Bridge

" “tenderj McGivren; Gilbert who was farm boss for John Bath (80 acres);

Q MpWatefs; then 7 room Mitchell school, then wnndwnrds.
Qi';;: f‘ ’4Ffaser'Brid§e went out in winter 2-3 times ~-incident when Mr. Tadiéawa:
»   }iédvidg for town with wagon of nroduce -~ brid~sa dronmed ous in frohﬁ
6f him ~ shaken - now send up tuss Lo brenk un ice. ' .
S =one Suﬁday 5000 skating on dce = sold hot dogs ¢ 1024 or 1924,
~first year‘mmved in to house fall 1911 - next year Jnne 211 1aﬁd
' éudden1y nnder 2 leet water - freshet water over tor of dyvle —_Erother~
...Ted fishing off back porch - sidewalks flonted nwwﬁ -~ arivy nearly tipvec
.wdvéf - gov't, started soon on present dyke - sidewnllk on ton of dYke
>' then down to trestle (Steveston Railronad bridee) tn old Erurne Bridge
; ff3j: 'Shingle Mill, Chinese genrral gshtore,

L ~school - girls pigtails in ink - anecdote Mr. Rvans class hirgh séhoblx
repfﬁmand from sub teacher - 4th reader teacher Miess TLang, sister of
M.P: gave strapping.

\15May Day snorts on 2bth May - slaow hincvele race event recalied ~ won by

" Tom McGivren (now in Vancouver). |
smost Japanese lived in Steveston, nn classmates -~ through Bridgport
:high school; tenchers. Mr. Evans, Mr. lacy IMsher, Miss I.E. Clemens -

in 3rd year were 17 siudents - spent 10 1/2 years Bridgeport school.
”_;Af 16~17 vears worked Westminster‘Brewery and studied Mﬁsic: violin, _  f
‘fbiano; banjo - from:Mrs. Boake, Vancouver 8 1/2 years - then tofEﬁéiand 
j“'-R;Jyal Academy of Music, London - no money - moet wife Pt.~GPey_Ténhis lf‘!
' - Club, Edith Greenwood - married Mav 6, 1938, honeywodn San Francisco saw
f(i?. ’ 0rbhids in conservatary decidad to grow orchids. osince 1939 in Cfchidf
_bUSiness, 33 years. Sons: Stephen, 30 in business; Neil 26, geologibali

. en - gineer.
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~father still had nroperty. - 1932 started mushroom erowing - so came

back to this -~ gradually got glass hmiscs for arebids.

~now 30,000 feet of glass - I} 1/2 acres. - nradnce #150,000 orchids a

~_year = across Canada hy air = sunnlv Vicloria to Halifax year round

basis. Larsast Crchid producer in Canadaj; controal time blooming -

first orchids found 1935 5. Amevices - imnroved since - orchid 6 years'

from seed tn hloom - vVse lnsectide

1633

. =recalls early days A.F', Wilbhy btnolr nrders at door and bring groceries

horse and wagon - Lo go down town walked to Fraser And Marine for tram.
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