
~R}f'~~I~~LRF - Ear ly Eas t Rich mond , 
Green h ous i nr; 

~1rs. ,Toseph (Dorothy) Lanoville 
364 No. 6 Road, Richmond. 

Tnterviewed: May 31, 1973. 

'T'ape 31, s2 
Tape 32, Sl 

Born ,June 5,1911 in Burnaby ••• at 8.[e of 2 weel{s with mother 

Mrs. Ablitt, she joined rest of family on their Richmond land • • • 

then only R.R. 1 ••• n01.<1 known as 338 No. 6 Road 0 0 .• house still 

there • lived outside all summer til] framework of house completed 

Older sister Fern, older brother Leslie and father George Ablitt 

came to Richmond dt1e to "call of the land". 

1911 eight acres each were bou~ht by: 

Father 

Grandfather, Sam Shepherd (for many years .Munj cinal Clerk) 

Two uncles - Mr. Paul and Hr. Hutton 

Land in strips back from No. 6 Road • most needed clearing • . . 
back area which is bop left in bush for years ••• the land was 

"just out of Peat" and 0'ood pasture land, lush. 

l)ad handled tte land ••• it was an investment for tte otbers 

• herd of cows for beef •• mi lk cows for fand ly • . • pigs, 

chickens and ducks also raj.sed. Horses iust to work the land. Main 

interest, greenhousing •• started:n veretables - tomatoes, lettuce 

. . • sold locally •.• later into bedding platlts • . . not en OUR:h 

money to support family so worked daily in Vancouver as mechanic, in 

anto repair, 1st Avenue ••• brother Leslie as he grew up at home 

became interested in greenhousing . . • didn't go to high school 

instead helped Dad with plants. 
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i)orothy A1::,l1tt marr:ien ne:in:rbor .Joe T,anoville. 

?efore 1906 - tbree Lanoville sisters, Christine, E\llalia and 

Leontine, becBuse thf're was no nearer sch~ol, went in rOVJboat acrClSS 

1'Jorth ArrrJ of Praser from Lulu Islann tCl Twi 0'.rr Tsland, tl~'en vJalked to 

attend a little red school house locaten at the ra5lVJay tracks (inter

urban) Marpole ••• this continued a short time ••• then switched 

tCl North Arm Scbool, Freser and Marine. 

1907 - one-room Mitchell School bu:ilt facing No. 5 Road and the 

Lanoville sisters attended it. 

Accordjn~ to recent refinishing of Mit6hell School walls, the 

orirrinal one-room school had lumber and studdin~s which dated fro~ 

1,en:jn)'")"ir--: and was different than parts added later ••• one room 

added to Tv'itchell School and it was moved on sar1e site to face 

Cambie. 

Small hall was huilt on prounds, used for dances. . . used as 

Pniteo Church, East Richmond, then became part of school ••• before 

this, when Dorothy was little, church serdces held in Mitchell Scho,,] 

which had orcran in it ••• minister lived dow!: No.6 Roan. 

Dorothy walker1 lL miles t" Mitchell School ••• later to hiD'h 

school at Brid 0;eport ••• older La.noville fdrls drove horse and 

bU8~y to Bridpeport Hi~h and tied horse there all day. 

Childhood: Trees tunneled over Ca~bje Road (trees formed arch 

over road) . . • ditches either side vmlkinp' to school in summer. 

trees even taller on River Road - no room to pass ••• in wjnter 

Ri','er R"ad impassable ••• in SlJPlmer nothin r hl,;t d"st for :Tears. 

Cl ne rea son f a ~ i 1 i e s 1, 1J ~ It h 0 I) S e s 1) 8 C k fro m r 0 a d vI a s to a v 0 i d d us t • 

. . 
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Washin~ cJothes - wraser R~ver water hsuled in barrels into wanon 

fnr homes . . • oone at llin,h tide, let s~t in ha""Y'els t\, settle anr:J 

thet' \Jsec for clot"hes. 

Washin~, Pat~s - - saved rainwater, warmed on stnvp, 

DY'jnkinn wRter - ca~e fro~ Praser Rill, creek ran down east of 

Praser . . • brourht in milk cans. • • L 8 n 0 v i 11 p s d -i. d 1. t e 8. 1" J -i er. . . 
Mother only had to rin it one year. 

Dorothy married Joseph. Wedd-inr in mother's house. Dacl set 

'In a hatter'T operateri 1inht s~Tstem to 1jnht the bride's path. . . 
electri ci ty caMe l n shortly. • outhouses in 11se till Dorothy in 

CraGe 7. 

Cambie - teachers were ~jss Eloer, Mlss Poey (Hoey 

Road is now Vulcan Way). 

- ~inh School: Brjdceport, teacher - Miss McNeeley. Three 

small buildinr,s in the yard Dorothy's first year; seconn year attended 

first hi~h school classes at Ca~bie - Mr. YcNei1, principal. 

Ber£.,~~~kinr:; - As a child picked strawherries, raspberries, black 

and red currants, lo~anberries - p1cked at Mr. Nasters farm, corner 

No. 6 Road and River Road, east side - Masters was Sea Scout leader. 

:-n boS picked wild blueberries, luscious and thick, Chinese came 

from Vancol1'-er ,,11th bi£! haskets on sticks supported across shoulders 

••• picJ\ed a11 da7 ••• carried heavy b8.skets to streetcar stop 

at Praser and Marine • • • took street cars into Chinatown. 

Life as a child: Summers - summers in the bog . . . remembers 

huge trees - fir, birch, cedar, climbed evergreens ••• collected 

wood at rome for stove, carri.ed wet wood outside to dry ••• reacdlyins 

winter supply was a job for chi~dren. 



1\~rs. Lanovil]e 

.1~~.~~~1x - l)ad thrlved on work as mechanic and farmer ••• mother 

worked in areenhouse plus makin~ hread, scruhbin~ clothes. 

chiloY'en wor]{8d in garden, herded cm .. /s ••• different p8sture 

methcds • • some fiRlds 5n hay for winter but often not enouph 

f or cows • •• 2 or 3 kids 'V-Jent (')')t hest Da.rt of day heroin:::; COHS . . 
cows allowed on road ••• ate plentiful grass a 10n9', sioe of "'0a r1 • 

kept them out of people's Y8.rds ••• vlall{ed 3 to 4 miles then 

tllrned C01.,.-.,IS arounil anr"i r,r[:ised t1<em home ••• djd this "leekends, 

holidays, S1Jmr;er holidays when fi,elds le t '''0 to hay ••• hi(1' farners 

with cornr;ercjRl herds didn't do this. • 0 n l;'T s ma 11 f 8 m i 1 Y far:"e r • 

everyone h8c1 tvJO CO'\olS to allow for one C01,.7 gnjnrr ory ••• kids l'1acle 

butter with old barrel churn - later electric ••• then ,alass c'lurr 

wj th paddle jn that YOIl turned the handle ••• tirinrr on first 

churn ••• weekenc treat 'V-lhen Dad hrolwrt 'tome bass of ice packed 

in salt ••• took turns tnrl'in rr hanr'11e of ice cream maker ••• ne"er 

rrnt to town 11r.1ess needed sl~oes. 

Monev - never saw money (as allowances) except on May Day in 
~--~-

Richmond 0r if they went on a picnic ••• kids weren't paid for 

doinrr family jobs ••• pickin~ berries on Masters farm they had some 

money for selves but some had to buy t'leir clothes, etc •••• starter' 

Dickin~ berries for money at age of 10 ••• mostly picked 

stravJberries. 

at farr: threshinc ti me • • Lanovilles didn't own thresher but 

shared IJse ••• farmers all contributed teams of horses ••• kids 

followed threshin~ gang . . • L8noville farm Has 60 acres, grew oats, 

North East corner of No. 6 Road and Cambie • • • now owned by }1ay 

family ••• Mr. Lanoville earlier owned farm behind Mays and built 
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nlJncan MAY house ••• Mr. T,anoville carle from quet-ec ••• }1rs • 

LanovillF from Poland . . • they lived 8t Mission before H~chmond. 

nnrothy1s mother, l\1rs. Ablitt ceme from Lnndon, Ern-land. . . 
fatl--]er f::,or1 Toronto •.• mother at 8<'e of 7 r1o'~en with sisters to 

Yale, p,C. where prandfather (~r. Shepherd) taurht at the boy's school 

. . • mother terrjfjed of Indians . . • gra.nGfather walked from Yale 

to Westminster for supplies ••• family burned out ••• moved to 

Victoria •.• grandfather was teacher in Crain-flower School for 

years ••• then moved to 3urnaby and job in Richmond as City Clerk. 

More about childhood: Dcrothy saw many Hindus Bnd Chinese (latter 

brought in to build railroads) ••• no work for Bindus to do until 

they got work with trucks deliverinp wood, some as result of workinz 

in lumber mills ••• remembers "the bums ll men on loose 10c·kinF for 

work ••• alHays "Jelcome at farms ••• slept in barn ••. never 

refused them a meal. 

~ad's greenhouse work - contracted n-ardenin~ for Lansdowne Track, 

handled Richmond pardens in later years ••. Lonr Enplish cucumbers, 

tomatoes and beddin~ plants . . • six ~reenhouses, some auonset huts 

ccvered :in plastic on the farm •.• son Leslie operates the 

business. 

Pappy ch:ildhood memori8s: concerts in Mitchell School ••• house 

parties held every Friday ni~ht at East Richmond homes • • piano 

and f i d d le. . • sur pr i s e pa r tie s • . mother's house popular with 

crowd, fun. went to English Bay and Spanish ~anks beaches and 

the bi P'. tri p was Boundary ,:<ay or White Rock • . • vlhat :i s now East 

R:ichmond Community Hall was huilt c1920 ••• a farmer donated the 

land • used for dances so house parties broke up ••• St. 

Thomas hall built •.• United Church at River and Cambie was m01ied 

to Minoru Park. 
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One ofmrpenters who built the c0mmun~ty hall on MitchelJ School 

r rOll n n s 1tl a s 1:1 e r t T-T 8 11 's f 8 the r (n e r t 1 j "e son Sea I s I 8 n n ) • 

Re - Plank Roads: 

Road was planked to Cp~bie. No. 6 Rnan Dlar~erl ~alf way to Cambje 

(stopped at West~inster Hi~hway). No. 6 Road frsm Westminster Hi~hway 

to South Arm of Fraser ~as a trajl for years. 

Alone: Westminster P50'h'Nay sr'lmo of early Franklin car driving over 

plankinp' could be heard ••• tberewere numerous turn-outs in t~e 

narrow road. 

Richmond was complete cnuntr~ l~vin~ . • everyone waited for 

the mailman to arrive in his Model T, Mr. v~n~nn~s who onerated the 

post office at Eburne. He also brourht the Vancouver daily newsnaper 

(1 day late) ••• Dorothy r0members lithe roan was so quiet", 

nirds in abundance • • phc'jsants ••• 0\l'lrlreds of Vancouver 

neonle who came 0Ut to h\lnt ·tn }<;ast Richmond \lSeO her fath8r's h\l n tj,.,,.. 

dor: • • still sees r:rht flirhts • 

undrained low areas . . • mRl1? hl1n;Y'lin rr 1'ir0s, meadow larks. 

lle~'er had starlin"s 'lnt~l recentl:," • • r a :- 1· l t S j n l' 0 ("'" d j. d n 't t as t e 

good ••• also the deer hid in 1'0"" hut both ate tT1ldsOD'S P.ay tea so 

Y'leat tasted odd. 

Cows ate hrances off trees .:r,ivinr: stranp'e taste. , • re,C7 ularly 

T .B, tested. 

No re0"1lar ice in home. • put stone crocks in ~round covered 

by ran and lid on • • kept hutter hard • • • in very hot weather 

put milk in bottles set :in Da) 1s of water wl th cloth over ••• kept 

~e8t with no refr~~eration • ham, bacon bought and hung upstairs 

in house wi.th cloth over to keen fJ5es off. • kept for months • . . 
today ham mO\1lds in refriperator. 
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,.r-inter n";Brs, annles (Gravenstejn, R"sset and 'T'ransnarent) •• 

s(llrl excess frlJit. 

and Nelson (noH >:lotel sHe) • • • 

filled floor of the rlemocrat with straw, then a blanket - kids slept 

on this throu,,:ho\lt the "1 0np' trl nil • . . another incident - mother 

drove horse and huaay to Fraser and Marine, tied tt t~ere, took 

streetcar to shop cloHntown Vancouver. When rid ef horse ano bu[":::cy 

and Dad bou~llt a car the kirls walked of tell to Fraser and Marine when 

they had to ~o to tOHn for appointments. • • family had only one hikA 

with 4 kids and brothers usually ~ot that bike. 

M~_f)a~~J_~_ Richmon_9_ - Always on May 24 unless on Sunday 

a bi a , sports day endin~ with dance at niaht at BriRhouse ~ace Track. 

Chinese market farms - in are 8 earl i er. • • Do rot r v :~ e (, a 11 s Yi k , a ----' --------~- ~ .-.------~-

market ~ardener livinS on corner ••• and visiting Chinese homes Hjth 

school friends ••• the appealinry Ch~nese babjes slunr on mother's 

backs ••• abilit:v of Chinese motl-,ers tt, nick un diapers with their 

toes ••• being c-:iven Chinese nuts in the homes. Incident - Dorothy 

and other k5~s asked to sinz for Chinese New Year celebrations across 

the road • • • Dad nie-sy-1>ackeri her over because of snow. • • the 

kids were ~~ven Chinese cookies and nuts, 

1920 - skated on the Fraser R5ver, first tested by scoutmaster with 

a J or''''' Dole. 

1930 - horses and hay used Fraser R~ver (frozen) to ao to Mission. 

D, Cleland 


