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Jessie Lam nterviewed March 28, 1972,

Fafher was Ling Lam ~ built Hone Wo Store 1895 - lived in Vancouver =
5m§thef originally from China snd lived in st re hafare movine to Van-
pébﬂver‘in 1209 - 1530 - Had {arm adincert £t~ shara annraximately 100

years - area »nht end ~ Trites Rd. ¢alled cninstown then - many chinese

‘Stores - (discusses contract labor) -~ oricinal store burnt in fire circa;

1905 ~ as chlld nickad herries on farm - gince 19@0, did books ~ 105k

thk over the store with brother - store closed 1971 - father died 1939 -

at the brsiest, store had 7 -~ 9 clerks ~ stoara carvried everything hence
called General Store - trade was mainly with Tishermen - (discusses this)
~‘=had a wharf, materi~l nnd eoods come by bont from New Westminster -
ramps-provided for river troffic - discuases accounts and credit system
with various nutive “ronns (¢.7. Japanese ~ Chinese - Indians - Whites)
™ talks about kornnle pridge - talks about fogs - discnsses hop fires in

Vencouver, lived on breadway sact - fathear was nresident of Lam Socliety =
discusses internal arranraement of the Loan "elan" - father was arbitrator

of all internal dism:bes - also President ot Chinese Farmers Assoclations
4§noke chinese as child -~ her brother and sister hnd inmenrted tutor -
“went to chinese schonl after regular Canadian schonl - mnst B.C. Chihese-
frbm the South or Canton nras of China - ta'ks a bit about friction

between Jananese and chinase - 1927 ~ 1928 chinese had to resister with

Immigratinon -~ couldn't vote until about 1o44 - starv aboub some chinesa

refused to be drafted until they ret {ronchise -~ talks about inability of

‘Chinese to get ¢nnd canadian jobs until after W.Ww. II - Brother and sister

both University trained but couldn't set jobs - earlv chinese either

1

workedxor self or other chinese - Father was one i Lho first customers wi-

© the Masrchants Honk in Gteveston ~ later became the Roval Bank - father

“early rode bicycle to New Westminster to do buvioce "~ his store ~ store
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-2 - Jessie Lam

1ad an early delivery system at dore - fizhing durin~ sesson was just

bl

behind store in river - discusses offal being towen ont to Gulf to be

dumned ~ children playing on river and in rowbnnbs want omt to Steveston
\Sandbar - remembars 1 or 2 drswnings ner vaear - mostly children - (dis-
dusseé thisg) -~ after Tishing season - fatner made and delivered pickles
back east ~ grew cncnmhé?s - did <11 the £i11 pnickles for Nalleys - train

anr) store where bhoxcars lo=ded - »lan haans for canning
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track (C.il. 1
talks about varinva nroduca canains companies - (shary abmut father's
honesty with resnect tn honnrine contracts) -~ conbracted for various

crops = many Joananagse 2t oone time or another worked {or her father -

father immorted monv chdnaesn ©ar work -~ Lo Ling not such a big outfit

Tl A O T SN vy e e ;
as Lams -~ talks aboubt vorions marwets.

cy e o .
LTHAP T S




