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Born Elsie Esplen, Apr i1 6, 190)', i~ew viestmins ter. 

Father, Captain l~(-M ~Jest'jl.Ln~.;t.er ?ir\~ Depan:JfII'Jnl~, per~maded by Uncle to 

move to Vancot:ver - start dairy ou~:;lncss CC)l'l1(:3r Caml)ic ;-:u:,d Broadway -

there 6 years - EL3ie s ta:d:ed at hodel. Sefwol. 

-to Harpole, \)3rd and Gl'a~w_Llle; 191i, GIlr:.lI'e Lil.1 /;urrit3d - 19 l+7 moved 

"18 yrs. - ull JaDafl8se clQSS grad~1 j - s0/rtJEaten - s()[rj(~ pupils 14 years 

old - kneitl no English - ,') roo:!! set-lOo1, sit:e pr8sorJt LiJgion. 

To teach EnCli sh - rut on (lC ~ to derrJons t ra te - ID. "etCH' ~~ more rooms bui 1 t 

,-' Elsie inoved to ma.Ln building - lovorl l~8i:l.Cn:tng - taught JO years same 

school. 

1924 School Exercise - outsi.de in .ri:~lds - very atJllotic -boys and girls 

played base 0all - ma.rbles - ski ppod - J Lt pane so ganJ"; S (describes one )"" 

-ceremony for choosin,J, sides by [lctJon o:C fl[·l.fld - slnr.ing voices lovely 

twice Japanese pupils per(ocJIJ,d on Cllll(lcen f s l{sclio oi'ogram - once had 

Japanese sonE:s - JapanI3S(~ lov(~d conc>Jrts - helc1_ old 0pGl'a House - did 

drills - perfectionists pOY'i'cHlilitil3 - j-'iay ~Lt·tbDig day - folk dance, 

bicycle drill - lflany l\ad h:Lkf3S - Aarly DcJ-l,)()l (19?:+) cold \{inters -

many Calld long \vay on dyi\o -1'e'.'j o.bS(~lltep-s - k(:U(l 011 l1uucation - Japanese 

parents strict - no disci.pi 1.n8 problem until JrJUC[1 ],l,t0r - pupils went 

to Japanese school daily after EngliJh schoolLng - several years one 

blond girl went to Japanese class with Jo.panese ~rlfriend - result 

blond gil'l was int.arpreter '.'I'ar trials in Japan, married American Officer 

Elsie regl.'ets not learning Jrtpanose lanr,uat~E). 

s;.~ \; s\, _ 
, ';"a t school ins is t.ed pu pi ls uS(~ J.,q~.-I-l@$;e lanf~l,l.Cltre 011 playground • 

. Arlecdote re pupi 1 immor: acti on 11 eyoll l'C;1ated - inc!.Ldno t re S teveston 
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School windovls, shows J apaneso hidden h1J[[IOU1' - en.i oyed fun wi thpupils -

very kee.p in sports - Steveston repu~ation in inter-scllool sports -

still corresponds with fOI'm~H' stud(~nts ~ all say evacuatj.on was best 

thing that happened - close l<.ni t in S Ge"Je s ton C OlfJrfiWli ty, .Japanese 

'druggist, doctor - when sepal'at.8ci ea;,;t ilave dono \{ell. 

'-sad at time of partins - ~t trains. 

Fi rst teachine; hQlv arri. 'led: cau gh L Lrd.:lI hi! rpcl1.e Cl t 7: ;20 a. m., got to 

Steves ton SCDool et t 3 a. m. - had 1";350UE) prep,cH'od? WOY'k on blackboard -

earliest caur.;h t re turn tram l+ p. m. had sucn good t:LnIGS vii th school 

teachers afterwa['ds often staY(1d till:) p.: .• - dep:cossion - no teachers 

got married - like one big famil~ - went on picnics -week-ends together. 

Pay: 1924: got $103 monthly first - school board reduced s~laries -

hers to 4vd5. 00 -ono t.eacl1fH r;::J.lr-u'y rer'lIJced c:O:b - 1;Jent on years. Tram 

fare was 25 c8nts each 'tiny - 501' a clay. 

-eventually toach8r bm.1[J:l, car - CO!tuoute [).y eSt!' - Lw on tram - 2 

-social ti me on Lr;:cn - eV0.l'yot'lC3 Vi 8. 'lE-) d • 

At christmas - teachers got 0i ft~) b,ll each J.c.:.P.J.llCSO pupil in class -

Japanese ornament, tea se; ts I:,reasul'es - n1 ;:.1,1"; lJ(~ J'(n't} holiun.y teachers 

together lnade ra l'cols caneL es nul;s orall,';e:.; f (Jr' (~iiC[l pupi 1 - s cnool 

'concerts rnaay years - ,-/811 aLLemlcd - ;-.~rei.\t (10<11 of 'dark. 

Sports Days sp(~c1al early ,rune - ~I}noh~ sC;lOo1 divtdeci into 4 houses -

made own banners - pupils in costumes - preceded by Mountios - marched 

,through Stevo~3ton i~o School - VC:H'Y oxciU ne: kocncompetition. 

Elste ITJElrriedWD.l1iJc(~ llUntor - lh-3t.Lrod 19:):2 - form{::!.' pup:lls and parents 

presented her silver teQ sorvico tv:Lth JJ3 11:ril::n; on cnrd. 
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