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tram to Garden City to pick -serics o1 bog iires every sumner = now

- fire dept. stops it.

3 125.

Miss Eylene Harris lnterviewed May 19, 1972.

Miss Donaldine Harris 819 Ackroyd Rd.
Miss Eylene rHarris
Born January 1903 - Vancouver.

Miss Donaldin ¢ Harris and twin sister lirs. Josepnine neid, born
ééptembor 190%, Vancouver

TWin sisters Leila and Lola, born in Steveston, now in Vancouver.
-father Auslin harris at 1 settled on Tarm 1690 No. 9 noad near.Nb. 3
Road with parents, brother goldwin went to Lulu Scnnol,

~Austin to Vogel's businvss Coliege, Vancouver, worked on B.C. illectric

streetcars, Vancouver - Harris famlily first to Lulu Is. on Mellis' stage
~Austin mayried Charlotte Badwell - lived in Vancouver

1906 - Austin Harris brought his fawily winter with grand paretns -

sprin g 1907 to Steveston - Bylene age 4 to Steveston - recalls lots

water around dyke low, high tide with storms - water came in, stayed

=floodgates opened at low tides - no pumps - Lnas visit Lo grandparents
v - : {‘ .

Sea ‘Island around Tirst or sccond year - returncd to water over yard,

ditches = had to be carricd in from horse und bugsgy - roads terrible -

2 passenger cart, blocky - enpgine became saw - recalls carliest 24 May

horse races, [oot races, games up aad down - 2ad Ave. - home corner
Garry and 2nd ave. ~ dida't go mach to scnool, iealbtn poor, Mother
£ ? . b

taught her -~ others to Steveston School - from Entrance Class on taught

at Bridgeport School - Steveston Bchool leachers: kiss Crawford
 Davison boarded with Harris family -~ 2 roomn school - Berries on home

5 lots - hedge of evergreeny blackberries, berries - picked. blueberries.

7v;pinhead size on bog - canned, jelly, jam, spiced as plckles from black

‘berries - picked huckleberries using blucberries for I'lavor - took
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‘Miss BEylene and Miss Donaldine H arris

sisters picked strawberries, raspberries to earn money-also sisters

10 years old, got 10 cents per "hour at Ligntnouse Cannery, Imperial-

.Cannery later - all worked year of fire - little nouses, shacks close
ﬁogéther, tin gtove pUpes, bucket brigade, but if not water in ditch and
tide out fire went tiil burned out - |

V§§éye3ton - Moncton to dyke vacked with small buildings - early 5 hotéls,

‘cahneries along dyke -

Lists Hotels: Steveston, Socseye, Commercial, Star, and London.

Big Fire al cannery ncar luperial - summer's pack of cans fell into River

-=8teveston children worked at salvage - checked ends lor bulges - paid

25¢ an hour "thnught they were in heaven"

Slsters sumner Jobs ab cannsries at lmhulldl - maae owvn cans - filled
wooden trays with tins - Cuinamen mut cans on liag one at time - aléo
bnjclinchefs ~ salt goes into cans and lids g2 on.

L_g”*g_ -homes wooden shacks, earth fioors - row aloag dyke next to
Scottish Cannery =- beside other canncries - weat oub in sallboats Sundéy
.hight.When pgun went off - stayed out Lill rriday night or Saturday

. . . . - » e
morning - heard singing Inaian songs ashore - Indian Cemetaries around

. =brought missionary - Rev. late camc on Thomas Crosby, Methodist Mission

“boat - in Methodist Church summers - he spoke Cninook - later Goldie

- BEburne captain on Crosby - son of Harry Bbuine rirst post office at

fhburne.

[5Stores Steveston ~ early general store liunt's - sold to Walkers -

Walkers and Keiths homes showplaces end 2nd Ave. and Moa~ton - across“
‘was Rubinevitch Store (combination) = Williems bubtcher snop - when cars

»came_Grauers had big delivery scorvice {row Sea la. = farmers traded

“Saturdays at Steveston stores. xcursion special - stern wheeler from
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.+ ran Municipality's Studebaker - at first only rain barrels - sometimes

i‘],drOVe into Vancouver for water - 1921 water off for weeks - brought.

—t

~lon g hours -~ Mah Ling lamily prominent -~ huge i

Pirst family car - 2 passecnger Ford 1914 - oniy 3 cars avround - Bob

- Bridge had one. Father (dustin) helped put in first Richmond waterworks

‘fme Marpole in milk cans - used by Ltilc drop - souz used diteh water

“Gulf of Georgia Cannery ~ beach in btown - Fog - some bad - once walking

| I

= 3 - Misses £. and D, Harris

Westminster Sunday afternoon to watch fishing boats - started 6 pefe =
never missed - quite close - sallboats run by one Indian and wife =
depended on sail ~ had drawn drum - just Cthrow out net to pet a fish. -

friends often gave them {ish free -~ Indians made beautilul nudd woven

baskets - came around trading bLaskets for clothes - post masters wife

Mrs.'Pérker hed wonderful basket collection - Hong wo lived outside dyke
A;~aISo many small Japanese stores living quarters behind - many boat houses
»fbn pi1in gs ~ when filrst came recalls only 2 Japanese families = |
“hundreds Chinese in bunkhouses near canneries - wild tinme Chinése playing
-fantan, gambling games - when [lathor Chief of Police once rounded up
1600 Chinese‘in-station - 2 early scheol teachcrs sworn in deputies to

help round up Chinese: lkufus L., Davison (retired dentist) and C.R.

Messinger (dead) later principal 2 west Yancouver Schools ~ recalls

goling by police stacion angry looking Chinarcn hanglng out window - used

-to see Chinese smoking pipes (perkaps opivm) - Cninese nad lots pep work

v

arm - grandson artist

Raymon d Chow lives mMsnoan Village - Uncle Goldic usced o walk bridge

Lulu Is. toc Marpole on hands. Open ditchies - each sister accidentally

had one duckin in ditehh - Lwo anccdotes re failing in Jditches.
=l A E >

for cleaning houses - Swim -~ younger sister started at pool (river) by _
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e S Misses Do & e Harris

“alon g Kingsway one hand on curb, onc on car -~ rea. bad on Island
broken up wilh wore buildings - horweglan u2ighbor talked of fog
hoSpitals in RNorway =~ coal oil lamps auv graundpa's - electricity early.

1«ph0ne in around 1941 - 191iZ2.

Recréation - 0ld Opera House, dances, concerts, churches had strawberry
féstival -~ Qodles of strawbcrrics and recal crecam concert after - 014

;Opera House concerts - Jdack U‘woli connecticn s holpoed gel artists -
Paulino uohncton recited ~ comic skits - Gold dust twins - Harry Lduder
W.W. 1 Hed Cress Concerts - Barney Salmon and daughters (one ended wifh
Ziegfield Follies) -Farewcil Dance around 1914 wW.W. I - recalls
watéhing dance for boys leaving ~ oam and Les Glimore - Herb Hoﬁse -

f Bay and Ralph Carter (stepsons of Police Chief Waddoll) - earlier
‘-Steveoton Doctor Hepwortn wedding recevbion in Opcra iouse - big affair -

'vTram - on Kerrisdale trestcle incident steer - loose broke leg - 3 |
sisters bhandful for mother - recalls Eburnc Bridyc slowly would open, shu

~while Harris' on horse and cart waited in colad - Iather recalled skating
6n frozen NorlLi aArm of rFrasér - {ow houses steveston - $-6 houses with-

'in»sight see out in Gulf, wnitc caps - dark on winole Is. at night -

:f"'< '~ Father Police Chief early years at Steveston, then on Jaterworks, then on
‘halibut boats - Steveston reputation b@ing tough place = Peoplé'couldnft
":get‘off Island readily even whon trams'going ~ ¢rime mirimam - if-Andy
‘Waddell and Alfie Johnston saw anyone didnit like getting fo tram at
Tﬁiétevééton they put him bacxk on'tram -~ police used t~ meet the tramé at
'midnight - made sure no drunks off - worked 24 hours a day - no one
bﬂcould pull a robbery - wyelicne worked in Televhone Of{1 ico - Dohhy in
j“; ‘stores, éannory of'fice, 3 sisters were Leacncrs in steveston, Chineso -
| raised pigs - Japannse mostly [lisherwen, tamilies worked.canneries -

Chinese dwindeled - Japanese crowded Lhem oub ol canneries and crowded
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“Walked on dyke often - something fascinaling to sce - solid with can-
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- 5 - Misses D. and B. Harris._

“Indians out of fishing.

neries, .boathouses, Japahecse dwellings.

Flowers wild roses aicng dyke ~ Crab rose - mayfTlowcr, dandelionse

Méde beads from garden roses at Grandma's -~ ground like meét, shaped,
usedllong hair oins to dry on blackened.

NOTE: extra

Rééalls fire departinent from Marpole withh Jack O'Neil voluntafy fire=-

man going into ditch = no fire vprovection until W.W.II when 4.R.P.

‘bought old car, rebuilt it - each contributed §295. to become first
fire engine in Canada = Recalls when Jap sbtores caught Tire in her child-

hood Japanesc bacame very excived.




