AGRICULIURE

Inberview: . July 20, 1973
Sam-Gilmore Dellis Cleland
1064 Steveston Highway,

secretarys Columbia Potato Growers

Born: lkzy 7, 1892 on Westham Islund..lived there until age of
15...Tamily moved to Richmonde.e.family farm was just off No. 4
Road on the Fraser River...fireweod was cedar logs, driftwoodes..

went to Bnglish School...went Lo work earilye.

Before 1916: mostly hay and oats on the farm...all Jorx was
done with horses...market for Timothy hay (for horses)...
clover hay growun for cows...grew Timothy hay which was hauled
into the barn...in winter baler crew haled it...tughoats came
right to the barn to nick it uve..this was ¢c«1900...Gilmore
farm was by the River...slough came in...boats came in at high
tidecsos.tied up by the granary on the dyke...grain put bhelow
decks, hay on top...boats took 150 ton from farmer right to
logging camlns un coast and on Vancwuver Island,

Big job then bsling hay conmpzred to todaysestalks about then as
comnared to today

Barly days took 9 men to hale haye..l919 Sam ran steam engine
for Dad...baled 30 ton on a gnod day..obalers sovent two weeks
at Dad's farm...then baled straw which aiso went to logging
CamnSes«no dairying done on father's farm till after Ww I.

hny
c.1921Leslie and brother "Capo'" rented %@65 from Dad..e.started
with cowsesesall milking by hande.

Sam married and settled on father-in-law's farm 1920...
+ mile away at Shell Road and 3teveston Highway..flarm was 100
acrese.

1948 R.H. Maddocks bought the farm, Sam kept 1 acre and house...
a good deal for maddocks...bought larm for $400.00 an acre and
sold it 3 years ago for Gy 000,00 an acre,

Married Gertie Kldd 1919 who died in 1959...mdrr1ed her sister
Margaret iidd,.

Sam's farm was mixed farm...morth end low and stayed wet and
sour early years...later years drainage improved.

Grew hay, oats, few DOtQtOGQ, good purebred Holsteins, heniof
LO of which 25 were milking cows when guit farming...start came
from son Boyd, a memper of calf club getting 2 or3 ourebred
heifers {rom Leslie.



A Richmond' resident since 1906, S.H. "'Sam'’ Gllmore, 71, has
_been named *'Good Citizen"' by the Kiwanis Club, .

The 17th annual citation was made last week after the membership

+ scanned scores of nominations for the coveted title,
. The award was made on the basis of community service in the
field of - junfor sports.  Mr. Gilmore is credited with founding
lacrosse In Richmond and for ''keeping juvenﬂe delinquency toa
“minimum over the years''.
" In addition to devoting much of
“his time to helping youngsters,
the 1963 Good Citizen has, for
many years, beenanactivemem-= .
~ber of the South. Arm United
Church board. '

With the exception of his ser= .
vice in World War [ with the 29th
Vancouver ‘Battalion, Mr, Gil-
more farmed in Richmond all

‘- his life and continues to take a
. keen interest in the agricultural
development of the community,
displaying a particular interest
. in youth farm clubs,

*"When they told me the news,

1 thought they'd made a mistake
+ and got me mixed up with some-
one else,” he sald modestly.

Mrs, Gilmore, however, agrees .
with the choice and explained that
her husband is a good neighbour

_ "always helping someone out''.
. H.W. "Wil"" Reeder, secretary -
of the Kiwanis Club, said there
were a number of nominations
for the 1963 award which will be
" kept on file and considered again
_in future years. .
. Mr. Gilmore is a brother of
~Christine McKinney, last year's
."*Good Citizen'', The 1963 win-
ner will be presented with an

engraved silver tray by Kiwanis o

.Club President Edward Kita at SAM GILMORE
‘the. Salmon Queen celebration Years for youth
Ay Lo . T :
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Son lost in airforee, WW II over France in 194L,,.danghter
Audrey, Mrs. Tom Jylie lives neurby in larger [armhouse.

Columpis Potato Growers

Begun 40 years ago...Charlie Bradbury orgsnized Columbia Potato /
Growers in Richmond, similar groun in Ladner and Colebrooks e o (eaebeetst
others faded, only Richmond survived...he foresaw a future in

groving seed Lo sell to UsSsesseveryone grew Netted Geme.o.good

for seed.e..anhis arrived..e.carried disease which couldn't be
controlled...votatoes wouldn't nass strict inspection for seed
growing...1f turned down as seed farmer s must sell notatoes as

]

'comirercials's..much cheanere.

Now other verieties notatones grown, mature earlier which aphids
con't vet chance to contaminate : Pontiacs, Norgolds...problems
of nota.o sizesseyieldeooblight a problem

Cherical spraving business started by Sam, 1950...continued
18 years.e.snruyed ndants: l. to prevent blight on leaveSeses
2. to nrevent insect damage '

Cheimicszl originslly dry form so was a biz job to mix...now cheni=
icesl comes in fluid form to dilute...tank holds 300 gallons.e.oe
use 1 quart an scre...costly to spraye

Some farmers raid him $5000.00 for season's sorayinge..e.spray
i¢ combined for insect and blight controle..spray crop 6 or 7
imes & season de-ending on wetness (then snray oftener)...

June to Octobers..also weed swray strawberries November, Dec-
ember, Janurry while strawberries dormant...muddy conditions.

Ueed 2 tractors, 3 svrayers at neak...snraving needed at
busiest time of farmeris vear, so prefer to hire expsrienced
spray meneeedam did 905 of Richmond snrayingeeo

Costs of equinment today: §2,500.00 for snrayer, $5,000.00
for tractor.

Describes system of insnection, judeing votato fields nrior to
annual Field Day held last Saturday of July by the Columbian
Potato Growers Associatione.

Dairy barns: Manure

Today no one forks manure out of barn...either endless chain
takes it out of bug gutter, or in winter, nole with flevible
chain soreads manure in »ile, :aul in spring.



Sam Gilmore, Page 3
Dairies: Milking

- Today 1rilk goes from cow throueh stainless steel »ine into
Stainless steel tank which can hold milk for 2 days.e.escostly,
£2,000.00 ner tank, gutter cleanerss

Richmond today has »nly 7 big dairy herds...some farmers in
beef cattle...casier life.

Potato egrowing:

Also modernized...years aeso done by hand...then sinele row notato
vlanter, digger, then 2 row nlanters and diggers...now elevators
to nick up bageed notatnes.

To eset money back, farmer must grow 70 acres notatoes...some have
tractors used only short time..''do it big".eslabor nroblemsss
atill lack = mechanicanl strowberrv vicker...experimentine at
Ladner with rasnberrv nicker.

Farmers did well 1973 with strowberries...got 10¢ a pound more

at cannery than nrevinus year...also nick for roadside stand, then
onefn fields to nublic for "nick your own"...one farmer ecot 52000.00
in one day from mublic onicking,

Peas, notatoes also "nick your own" at Ray Krystzan farm,
Arcecd~ta of older lady nickine at Twin Hollies and had rasnberries

(SR

taken by another vniciker.

Chinamen grew strawberries ealy dayse.

Recently [larmers rrow 50 acres sftrawberries...i®mk 1lot of work
in weeding, hoeinr...done hy Chinese labor from Vancoaver under
contract.
rarms mostly frozen now. can't be sold.

Not Tared:

LOO acres of farm in South Arm area have been sold in recent

vears to American ownerse nnd re-leased to nrevious Richmond
farmers to srow cronse. '



