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Les Gilmore Inferviewed March 24, 19
fRorn - Westham Ts. lRQM. rmoved tn Inln Island about 1002 - born at'hOMe -
= mde1fe rather. bhﬂn doctor - nn hirh schonl in Richmond so went o King
lEdward ‘in Vaneouver = old farm on Gilmore nronerty on No, 4 Road. bnj]t‘

byaMother s family from lumber floated down river from Fraser Mills -

1umber was traded for hay - main commerce wns dane an river -~ swam in

‘ditcbes,'sloughs, bnt river was very cold - boye went suimning but girls

vdidn't as a rule - hunting off Sturseon Bank which wns called Terra Nova

v[flats - owned land bhorderings this part - sold it whirch hacame later first

MLpsubdivision - 200 acres snuth of Blurdell Rd. - (ghory 2bomt adonting 2

'fdffthe Bridge children) - (ewamines nicture on wall) - no peat in this
area on1v clay which was also ¢nod as a srowing medinm - first cron
f'was hay which wos snld o Victorin, New Westminster, Vancouver, etc., -

“dplcked up rieght at the river's edee - discusses mowing techniques -

Jﬁﬁo&héd%iafgé threshing outfit for own vse and did other neonle's fields as
fj(wéil‘; worked as a teenaser an thresher - Inlu Island whenat nnt éigood
;y}ﬁiiiing‘wheat - o0als was big grain crop - local onts considered”bettér
‘{Eééﬁ Pfairie oats - didn't have own onts milled buf so]d.directlywto feed"
“gggmﬁénies'— (disensses dyke road alone edse of pronerty) - while on
(FfWééﬁhaﬁlIs. saw maay four maet schooners - was rriendly with sailors from
sehooner - lncq1o gave dances for them - (Stofy abont Gi]more's,hmrhﬁur—
“ng sallnr wha jumned shin) -Tirst schonl was Bnelish School - tedéher
téuaht all grades up to hish schonl. lash vear of HEnglish Schaol'waé

IA‘

called entrﬁncp'year - this wns before Miss RBothwell's time - falks about

dunks fljln? into fields esst of dyke - proberty narth of Gilmore's place

“

Was °]1 bog -~ talks about hoe conditions - dis?nsses hrntineg hear and

gdeer_east end of Island - falks abont a few fox still sround and racoons

‘=clearing land for Tarming mished hack the namilatinn of sm2ll ground

éhimals. Talks about birds then and now - farmers had hees for ownldSe -
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o mosou1t093 at this end of island - manv m5nﬁnﬁt005 at WQét end‘of
,Lulu Is]and - snrayed later ~ Tlats mtside dvke svnrnnrted mosquitoes
“whéreas bog area not having surface water did not - disensses haViﬁg
*beeé browpht on Lo nronerty fto aid cross nollinatinon of cucumbers -~ most
;chlnese or1n3nq11y in Stovo ton bhut with develorment of rnads intn
”Véhbbuvér;‘qhinese went ihto trieck Tarmine extensively - very good farmers
,féf”tfﬁék qardeninv - hard conscientinvs workers = knew Mah‘Binﬂ‘ﬁell -
Mah Blng delivered Lrurklﬁﬂd of prodiuce into Vancomver every day -
(diécussion about co~omerative Nﬂrkotwno Roard and reluctance of Chinese
jjbin) - Mah Bin g boarded Vancouver chipese men, single men, durihg‘

produce sedson - Chinese who lived in Steveston worked in Canneries and

.liQéd"in cénnerYﬁhonses - during slow fishing, Chinese workedroh,lbéaljwh‘
L mg ihc1udinq Gi1mores - Japanese vood fishermen and cood peobie';
(dlscusses Jananose senerally) - racial g friction in early d“ys; v‘
a;cbfdlng to:Gilmore, was between Chinese and Whites - farmers. dldn't
ake}much‘wjne and beer becaunse of access to Steveston Hotels = doeqn t

'member SmuvrIWn? durjna Canadian Prohihition - henrd ahout Canadiah

' u9¢*ing during U. S. Prohibition - some nf Gilwmore's friends con%ldered

e )

muggling whlqkoj in to the States as a legitimate bnginess - talks ?bout
eariy wedther patterns ~(discusses 1948 flonnd) - brother "Cap" in charge.
'of dvkes - when he came here dvkes all hand made - dykes surroundédfeach:

= south end of No. 4 Road oripinally a dyke - (discusses this in

‘QmeUdetail) - discusses natural ditches, road ditches, and farmer builtf

il

itches - ditches in fields were traversed by horse nand wagon by means -
-small bridge or culvert - talks about ditches 25 smirece of water
:uﬁing]dry season - discusses flood gates at end of drainage canals =

aiiy‘times, small flood boxes built and maintained hy early farméré ﬂ
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ny;..ébmmumyx ffairvs held at-0ld Opera House - Jack O'WNeil, a coal =

nad: Wood dea]er Wwas res nnnqthn for nﬂlflﬂﬁ on shows ét‘ o ‘ﬁ“

veaily dayg, before. 00(1, dr1fLWOond from river nsed as fn01 for neaﬁlnq

a1ks abnut ear]v days as bov w1Lh othor% cutttnr up dr1ftwood 7 Frnser‘ 

.

lSAmay have bppn the flrvf ngm111 - IOﬂbnOms‘RJWnys on‘river'-

dmetihes when_a hoom broke up, Gilmore would hide lng in the&bﬁSh*tﬂfbéf*

-

ut uh Tafer new uas,vbranc13‘and wife - talks about his rqpe-hofqes o

ﬁhobby stnrred 20 years Agn ~ WOrked on Brighouse Track w1th feom"'

hor ,S and sornnbo_ (stnrv abont thjs) ald %HOOO day 10? feam,

hd'scrnner ~ talks about lLansdowne Track - bnvh tracks con81deredf
ery]oood at that tinme - Chas. Oldfield in charge of consfrncflon of :

'n‘OWne - Lh@ Gunllfj off ‘milk in those dwyc wne Cﬂngldprpd Vpryi‘

,mofe use to thn crean evorvdav up Fraser bv 51@1mer lo New Westmlnster
kimnmilk given'tO'pigs - went into dairy business st awtor W W.‘
T 'hor - had Jargest holstein herd in Cannda at that time -.tOpfhéfd5ih i

ductnon and showing in Canada - eL soma: Cnnndlqn and world rec

nlprbdvctjnn - Sievpv fnmnn ~aJ S0 fnr hr)]n tein cqllTG - suppo od to

'Ve int?oducpd ho1%191n hr00d to TmJu Is1snd - hulks Ahont R O P

‘cdrd of npnducfinn‘ 5V8S 1 . ‘, ' ' ‘ | only a-few:hour botwppn_,

:milking and r9001v1na 10 wn1 cans of mka At Lhe Vanconver dq1rles - )

v '

rarmers do11vorod m11k tn Branscomb obﬂ110n whoce 13. C" EICChric%wbuid_?vfé

vn7box cnra to trﬂncpnrt cqns into'town’- watermnins nnd felephoneQ'f

arly lnstdllod in uwﬂth Arm Area - bofore thaf ﬂThWJt@P wA s cau?hb,x
:1Ver water was drnnk‘— pumped from river by hand and al]nwed to settle:

abarrel -~ once-u i=reek ~hath where all childrén nsed snme wwt»

‘aboui‘stan1es bousht at Steveston - Walker's store 7rrjpd everythtn? and%

L]

Ildidejivér‘food nrderaed by»te]éphone ~ had ragular d01ivvry day*
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’USéVto walk to English schonl as a hov - had a nony loter - always had
Santd Claus in the family - Gilmore was the Santy for family for a

number of yeqrv - each family then had a Sanka Clans snit - there was a

and‘horse races on No. 1 Rond between Stewvestnon Highway and Moncton =

.

<

JtrOtters pu11ed a little buggy also regular races - Big ball that hight

at opera house - Brighnousae fGrandstand was bwilt Iater and the formal

Mavpo]e dances with children replaced earlier Mav 24ih celebrations -
Pol@ nlayed in infield at Brighouce urwnd tand chiefly by Vancouver .
“p60ble - before W.W.I, Gilmore's (ma]n cron was hay and nats, aflter

W W I 1t was milk - mangels. anparently did not flaver milk - Joe Steves. -

grew 9ood crop of mangel sceds -althoush Gilwmore srew snme mangels he

educows:culled notatones mostly - poond for milk nroduvetion =(talks

f«about potatoes)-early dnvq farmers had cows, chickens, pigs, etc. to be

completely self sutficient - later, farmers-snecialized - first car was

Q;Model'T Ford (ofOfy about father driving car) - talks about horses being
;<afra1d of cars - talks about hazards of plank roads - Gilmore shipnea

} milk by water ~ talks about local dairies - vnasteurization became ﬁ"\ .

; ,mandétory about. 30 years ago -~ talks ahout raw milk being henof1013]
ngcusses‘eérlj coblingxsystem of milk) - extended story abont nutﬁing
‘1n own e]ectr1c1fv - had 1arge barn whera Seafair sho ning Centre}ié?—
7’?]m11k@d 60 cows by hand d7L]V - original pronerty helonrsed to Fentimah ~ (

ﬂf(discuaqos early barn-building practices) —lmarried First wife in

3Arcale Blair's honse - second wife in 11LL 6\ mmrch tin. 3 and Steveston

'nghway (talks about outbreak of qlqndnrs) - iiTmore involved in the

;petition to have cows tested tor T.B. -(3tory abomt this) - story dBQut

hérdﬂthat‘supplied milk to Children's HounJiwl 4

o

,édfwith'T:B,:—'B.C. (Tiowier mainland) con“1dﬂrpd to be Tirst T.E{'fféeff
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| Mr. Les Gilmore.

aféa in all Canada - susnects feed comnanies put iodine in cattle feed-




