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In ter'vi owed Fe bl'uary 23 19'72. , '" "_ . - '." ",'" .... __ .~~. __ J_" ... _ .. _~_ 

Born in Ottawa in JA98, 

.gravel added later ••• old opera hrnlse was at ~fld Ave. And Chatham St. 

- dances and gymnRstics helrl there •.• shows as well .• came to Steveston 

in 1910n •• 1eft Ottawa to come here •.• J910-1911, the 4 mast schooners 

still in Steveston - telenhones in at thAt time - Telephone office 

dOlvn at fisherman I s Wharf - pot electrld" ty from B.C • .Electric line 

(tram line) charp;ed by number of 1")oJ es to hOtlSe on Garry St. ••• 401 

h~ •. 60nsidered ton pay during W.W.I.n.Ward system then used •• ~bette~ 

representation Fentiman feels ••• father was CounciJman many years ••• 401 

'p~I' hr. shovelltng rock from SCO\vS on. to waVon, 2 loaded front - 2 
,. 
j,:,:.' lOaded rear ••• stones brought in by scows from Gilley's quarry in New 

W~stmtnster •• rock used as road bed, bj.v, rocks on bottom ••. Brother Ed y .~ 

I,:»~ ':;::~M:JimrnY Faulkner both Engineers bui It most of' the roads ••• put down # , 

£> ,:::;::,~';"f~.ek fir s t, then # 3 rock, then #1;. r oIled it ... No. 1;. ROHd put in later" 
i;,./ .. ~:\~rode: down No. 4 Road in buggy and wi Ilmrs leaned inwards to touch 
:j~ .:;::' . ~ .':/\:'.~:',':; '.:.i{::" -.,} I " .. ,.. .,,' ' - ( 

~;~: .... :.')'!'J)'~iggy •••. used to ride dO\vn No. 2 Road to Udy' s place to get butter •• ~,,' ", .. ' 
~j;,.~.,;:: 'i';)? '. ,:,:y':.:r;.:i:: ... ' ,' .. ':' :. . 
,v.. .,~;,.' :'ir..Qad· was like a dyke due to the large clumps of clay taken 

. . 

road bed ••• No. 3, No. 2, No. r"Roads were almost impa:3sible>~ 
~ . /) •. ".'F".'/ ,," r ~ , ~ '/', . '. ',·.,1 , ... .' 

:·.;}';(:X~~~U:e: ·he being uneven and rough ••• later" groded by horses ••• 6 horses on 
],: .. ,'\~/~ ..... ;'.~.':):~:~;~);>:~ J'.« ... ,:' , .. ' . 

. t')}, .. :',Jgr.a.der ••• Ga,r:cy St. constructed due to engineering (ElUrveying) error~;~ .• 

. , . \\~. ~ '::·,~>~·i,;,l:., .. \·'I:·/·f.~,~\ .. ~\'; .. '\, , :', 
.. ;(; '<:'t~f:~rence pts. at Railroad and No • .1 Road were too htgh, thus Garry' '. "'.' 

'.'.' 11·'· 

§~;·.;';\~":"i, .. ,/~,:.o9~.> constructed too high •• .; Old' pensioner I s place to-day was GG6~r~.tt'·s!' 
,~~EtY >?'.,:d.t:"(>/·· ,", .. )r~:,::.':l;·::>\'!I' <> I ~ ',: ' ' 1 
·tr;· . .',(?;',:.:·,:,i':;p·i'ace· ... '.Sam Gilmore lj'ved on Blundell which was VM'Y nJuddy ••• ·rock'. 
\~.;~~., ~,\, ,1.;.: \ ,k~(\', 1 l' \ ' . , 

'1t"'i~ 11.-\ 'I:' "j /1 tl\/'~' 11 ,," If <' ,t , I '" . ,.,\ ) . I " 

.~~("I,;:t\;};4\'I' ,',.~::,~o,\:~:hiS"f'di tch,- bridge ••• m! lIt wagon -'could' get to, his hou se ••• (ano·ther 
;~~:1.;,n,J¥;~:!,;:\!).~:'.\}\;,f;;:·;.:} Ji';,',' )",~, : .. " ' ' • '. . ,':1: : .. ,' ,,". '.' ,". . ;": ' 
Y'h\:;£1~<, ~,;:MP:::~i th:,the construction' of. road-bed , thi:~,}:Lme?n the west en'q' '~t', 

";::'~ t': ~ li!1;,l:t~'),1 ,.~ /~' (, ,')1,' \ , ';', 't, .,., . .'. ,:~~.><,':':.> ' 
,'~"""'\' 'It;'f:';,'Bl~ndel1)., •• a Jot of hunting' along entirE-)'~vest end of 
); .:A.' ~~'{I'~f. \ ~ 111<1! "/ 1 j j i ,. 

, :LJ'~,fl·\;, Ilrn\r'l,;\,~j.:, '1,/' I',~ ') I', 0,' ,."i.·,.·. , 

'. :;·:I;;,l;-.(lt""~"/Ma'riil·d'L'tcks due to, 'potatoGsand gr~i.n. t. M(lk~~nzle ranch in. 
,ll j;' i ""'/ i',l', ,)',t '~)l /I~) ,,,,1) (,' ;~~:~ /' ' • I ( I 

, .. ~I,~V{ffl,',~f( 'r, J jl);:,')\,/II*~;I~'I": I 
, t{ ! J I 1 ,I , ,,' t( '~J ,It , , ! ' 

'(f~', .~.),.~ ': .. : .I,.~.,"·~?"I:.I.:., ! <. 

) 1 • , '. f, \ '. i ; t!~ I 
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') 

'raised wheat ••• helred Bt'id~:() who [';cHl r:~.nch by l))'irlf'i.nl~ tearn of horses 

to move produce ••• D.lso helned. 3. t Tri tes f1.1'fll th~lt {,Y(,)"J not,1.tnes ••• ta,xes 

were very 10w then. ••• not mu(~h money about but then t;here \\Tflsn l t a 

. great need for it. .. Fentimnn' s f,'Cj,ther was 0, school t; Y.'H.S tee , dyke 

commj.ssioner, noli.ce commissioner and CnuncLLlor ••• those days tt was 

felt that blJiJ ('1ings couldn I t be tmilt ul/\v;J.rds. 0 • F'ontilrlDn IS 010. house 

built upon cedar nlanks in 1910 •.• huilders feJt cemGnt would sink, 

so it traditi.onally wasn't used for foundntiofls ••• Norman Marshall first 

',man to run tractor in Richmond •• ov-ras aIse') ernpJ nyed to clear stumps on 

'. 'Granvil1e St. (Vancouver) ••• ver,\( ]iHge sturrms (6~8 ft. dia.) winched 

,out by modifying a Fordson tractor •.• just after W.VJ.L the Fordson 
( ... ' 

tractor first demon~'3trated tn Ri chrnond in front of F'enttm;:m' s house on 
.',l' 

'Oarry St 0 •• old Opera House in e.s.rl:i.er days ••• New Year's eve dance big 
. '-',"'-' 

~vent ••• Mr. and Mrs. Murchison (stately lady) \ient ••• p;ra.nd march •.• ~2-3 

piece orchestra ••• also travelling shovrs came to opera house •• ~dog shows 
. , 

,pony shows, trtck shooters ••• silent movie projector showed old movies. 

~';accompanied by piano (]\fancy Gilmore, Bell's sister). o.Jim Armstrong 

/~~?bufi t . old Movie rrhea:t.re in Steveston, then was used as a f1sh-store •.•• 
,'.'{I,(/." , \ . 

,:;,:then~,'an insurance business was in the theatre ••• onCt? returning from 
,'.', '; .. ·.~!I 

",>Steveston School wi th Lucy London, Archfe Blair, etc. in heavy snow, 

, ';adeath \vagol1 had Jp;one into a sn()\ied OVGr ~ht~h (anectdote follows) 
"1," "'. -

,I; ~ •• aspecia.l wagon from Vancouver \vould carry GOrpse:3 from Richmond to 
. t}y\h,""y 

6uver grave slte ••• l~ puried at Mounta:Ln ViOl'" C<:3metary ••• no come 

.onLulu 1[3. exqept on Ind:i.Ell.l cewetal.'Y9nKailway Ave., when 

first .came,' 'thore were many Ind~.ans ••• often kept awake at 

the revel:c,y.o,{' thet r potla tchef::.!. '. often 1.11:;; ted a ~eek, a V a 
, I ~ .' ", ..• , 

.ti'rn~~. obir.;' Indian end8.mpnl0l1t beh:Lnd PllOfmJx C(1m10r,v ••• one at Gnd :or 

" \', 

i'" 
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night dur:Lci J
; ['i,sljjnp St3':u30n",.? I-Jni;0!is, •• (}"lk b;'I")I'!cl ;3,:;,!,llJsl; nn floor 

Andy WadcleJl ',rhr: \1[~l,S Chi.ef. 

3 of them ••• h::),s ni.ctllrt~ ()f :~chn()lm~li;os ••• i-\nC}1t/ Fr:lnk Ni~jh'LJ "nd bis 

" ,Considered to be v(::;r,'l inchwtl'j mlS :Hld hnnnst ••• Jvlnny ch:i rh~'!~O here too ••• 
~'" 
!\,\ 'worked in Canneri(~s on ;1 contract hnsi:-:~ ••• veryo:oocl nt butcherIng fish .... 

::: sockeye cooked on cootJ nuou~, eha,in in the:i. r cn,ns ••• cans exnrtnded and 

,could smell tlJ(~ otlery at t :Lmes in Steve ;::"ton from KJrJ{land I sln,nd .... 

,?gainst law to sell liquor to Indians but some boot:lev[~ers did ••• winery 
,,' ,\ 

,; on LuIn Island on No. 2 Rnad ••• lngnnb(,;rry r;r01iTn here uS(Hl in wine sold 

"~cross Canada (7) ••• farmers didn't moke moonshine lrut did make some 
i' ., i-

':beer arid wine ••• nOvel' heard of f,"l,rrners hovJnv 1) sLLl1. •. (-')arly days 

no pumps but dj(l hnvo flood bOX(lS to empty \t{~lt8r from cU l,ch(~s into ri-ver 

.• /.(anecdote about Innclrl\t{oor seeiof~ lV(Ulll,ctpaJ-j ty :In'?,ooo, becn:use 

. water ran orf road a.l1ownnc(~ on to hi.s land ••• eourt Gas(c~ in VCl.l1couver 

~6~rt . records) ••• FJrst wtnter }1'ontiman WAS here the Land was flooded I 

_,I " 

·,drteto beavy rain and no t'un~off j_ntc) J":i.vor' ••• rnin or' snow water that 

'i~couldn't p;et ont would CrllU,() flood:Lllf': ••• c~()r'ly dnY'f) outdo!))'" rlulrlbing " 
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system~ •• ~;rn8.J'1 man i']'O!() L~:lijl'1.nd ••• :.;tc'nci ()Il b0X in (JPcler tn be seen 

ln8(:3t;j,n[{s l1eldin nn('I',:" hnl1 c e, schools, 8'][3() tnljttle court [lOUSe 
, '. 

~ .. 
\·-Jrl(~T'n f:i rehn'iJ is n()'4. 0 .V(~tJn:)rv from VanC01JV<3P. 

,'\ 

'\ of disG:1se (l/li· of :~~b-;c!vns horses destrnYEl(1) c;J1J ect frlancters, a fab:d, 

communi ca bIe cl i sea se ••• ((me ctd oto a 1') 011 t tho f) h=,(!ve s hoY' sos) ••• Fentiman 

disparges university students ••. wodmd on e\j] (fw=:l) bnrR8 anchored 

iri Fraser and had bad Jl1Ck with university students as part-time help 

(a,necdote). o.Art P('rKer ivorkod wtth F'ent,irrJAtl on Uni.on Oil Jobo. 0 

(anecdote: about Comp chenting on pensjon funds) ••• General comments 

about union s ••• ev(:;ry Sf} bHday n1. f:h t marr.i ed conp108 and older people 

would ta.ke interurh;::,[l into Vancouver, meet fl'j~~nds on tram, have 

evening in tovm and return ••• Ornh8urn-or P8.nt;:tgef~ 'l'hecltres very popular 
J;..CiJ.:.A.J)-

00 ."peanut specialf1 (]2 rl.m.-l Hem. tt':ij n back, so-calledr\chinese 

ate pea.nuts ;:ll1d dropped shfjlls •.• ymHl.P: (,eonle ert,ioyed. r~r8,~)s hockey, 

lacrosse, locA 1 ch) nces •• 0 (~mecdotn :·)"li011t skat1nv nt fJ'orr'9, Nova walking 

both ways) ••• some comments a.bout the nhysJcs of cljteh d'i!~i!,ing ••• Charlie 

Norton was work foreman then on ditfh cJeAring ~nd WA~ Fentiman's 

", .Uncle ••• No. 5' Hnad wa.s 811 p~lank no rocK hru')e ••• 8teve~)ton lUghtvay 

W'[tS also pIn,llk. 0 .cement sllT'fa.ee WAS between ]\Jo. L1· nnd t,i ••• rest was 
I 

,blacl\:ton ••• (an(·~edote about drLvin{,; W8.p',on over Iwo]u'ltl ])1,'lnl< road) ••• 
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road 'l the rest ,-,f thn L,,11,l Is. ronrls 1,.[e;:('0 k"r!t~ n' /)'/ the iiinnj,ej,p.s1ity 

Bo~s use,to c;.),t(~h on fir(.:; dlJE~ tn bll1oher'r',v nir:!{(~ps ••• (ilnGcdote about 

pl'ohibtti,on Elnd Vlhisk(~y smllupl'in,r vt~~, C.N. hnx (,'U'S nnrkec1:i.n Steveston) 

Grey loolced,qftr:,:c flood boxes •• oro(l(-) hi s hi iw aw1 ;:d'i-,01' worked R,t nt,r:ht 

••• :fJoorl box('~s vlere danP'Groll~~ ••• (1:j~::;t of nA.lY<n,', fn'llnws old FUchmond 

resident s who cOl'ltri [Ill ted to ct3i Iy :~~ rowth of Hi dUilnnr1.) ••• Gi lrnore Pa rk 

$~.land WA,S o\vned by Mr'. H()se~.~Lord Hynp "vU,IS nri~):iI18,l1y Stoiroston 

(~" SchooL •• other seho018 "vrere Bridgennrt.? Mi tchql], En>:r]i ;3h, another 

in Qup.ensboroup.:h ••• never heard of rJ,l)"Ltes School tn those days ••• 3 

'families of MacDonalds (Se8 Is.)' •• R,qlph, Ihrry, Dn'rl'c., Florence - she 
C'lIfJl.. '!'oN'E"f 

,ma.rri ed one of thp. mays boys on No. 7 Road anr1 River Road ••• Ezra S:tlQ:lner~ 

'was custodian of BridgepQrt School ••• Post Offtces 111so Ioeated at rl'erra 

'Nova and at south end of No. 2 Road n~ar London p]ace ••• ttrts Post 
, 
,; O;fflce run by Mr. Bodrtck ~ related to San1 Bl'!lnscornbe ••• Japcwese store 

,hCM there •• ,. moll sGnt into V {W COllV[-lr daU.,Ir wi th mot;ormcw on tram ••• 

fr~ight station at each trAm stop where fqrmers loaded CAns of milk and 

unloaded barrels of w;::1te:c ••• I+cj' p;al. bn1'r81 of W,')f;ep with farmer's name 

oh it cost 50t ••• SAUl Branscombe one yenr drove ~rrnJnd with tank wagon 

of water ••• one vlater line (woodE'}n pj.'lle) tn<1Y havc:) CO)TlO from Queensboro 

~16ng W~stminstGr Hj~hwRy ••• another wRter 1jne came over Marpnle swinp; 
" 

, " 

'hridp:e ••• (r8itorntton nf the Hnr.k stnryr0.; si-,n(~-I njne) •.. (),"lts nnd hay 
. '~. 

"b(3st payjl1r~ crop peelr R,r.r(~ ••• n:\ts sohl i,n Vr'ln(;()ll"(~T' ,'11;>5.00 pc'r ton""" 
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fnbrjcat()r.'hhJ,<~ck~.;tJ'ith ::3ilnn:; i-,il:lt ~,J1.11'vjved I,vnnt i/l 1'(1/' \I/(~Idtn!~,.,. 

ovrn tr,3.veJJjnr; b:lacK,srnlths ••• Fenttrnnn -I e!1rned, IF)"! 1,1) shoe horses from 

black horse neeried shoej.nf' 3hH·y) ••• F'et~~·irrlRn ltfor]\'E'c1 '1Y"il1rid bl;-lcksnrith 

descri.bes rocV-b0X wRfYnn iHld lln1n:HJ-in!J' Dr'nCAclnJ'c?Se •• 1'rJPc!S had to be 

teams) ••• Fentttn8D clu?; dt'nimqye catch acros~:; f.ield wrwt'e Loy'd By-nr; 

(, 3(:11001 is for :JP.OO n8r hr ... old nmn STl8nCer belned rnarmnJJy L1-O<;t per 

hour ••• (gener8.1 C ommEmts M.b011 t hHl1 J :ing rock ;md reeord~ tn-i snruned photo 

about old Hi cbmond) ••• Lulu L,Jand wheat was not too ["ood bC-jcause it ivas 
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