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George Fentiman Intervieved February 23, 1972.
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Born in Ottawa in 1898, earlv4side streets were all grass coveredea.
ﬂgravel added later...old opera house was at 2nd Ave. and Chatham St.
o dahées and gymnastics held there...shows as well..came fo Steveston
v in$l9lO°..left Ottawa to come here...1910-1911, the % mast schooners
‘1sti11 in Steveston -~ telenhones in at that time - Telaphone office
vdo&n at fisherman's Wharf ~ got electricity from B.C. Electric Jine
ﬁ(ﬁfam 1ine) charpged by number of poles to house on Garry St....40¢

P

oo ‘“i'“hr..COnsidered top pay during W.W.I...Ward system then used...better .

‘representation Fentiman feels...father was Councilman many years...40¢

‘per_hr. shovelling rock from scows on to wapon, 2 loaded front - 2

;gldéded rear...stones brought in by scows from Gilley's guarry in New

Westmjnster..rock used as road bhed, big rocks on bottom...Brother Ed’  ;;‘;

nd“Jlmmy Faulkner both Engineers built most of the roads...put down #

rock“flrst then # 3 rock, then #4 rolled it...No. 4 Road put in’ 1ater f

rode down No. 4 Road in buguy and willows leaned inwards fo touch

(.used to ride down No, 2 Road to Udy S plac to get butter.,'r

uoo. Nutt's

constructed too hl?h..oOJd pensnonpr'g plaoe to~day was

! !
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raised wheat...helned Bridee who vran ranch by brineing team of horses
to move produce...also helped at Trites farm that grew poftatoes...taxes
VWGre very low then...not mich money about but then there wasn't a
Pgréat need for it...Fentiman's father was a school trustee, dyke
commusoloner, nolice commissioner and Councillor...those days it was
felt that buildings couldn't be built unwards...fentiman's old house
fbuilt upon cedar nlanks in 1910...Muilders fe]ﬁ cement would sink,
J'{So it traditionally wasn't used for foundations...Norman Marshall first
'hﬁan‘to run tractor in Richmond...was also employed to clear stumps on
yslaﬁranville St.(Vancouver)...very large stumns (6-8 ft. dia.) winched
ﬂout by modifying a Fordson tractor...just after W.W.I. the Fordson

i

tractor first demonstrated in Richmond in front of [Fentiman's house on

'Garry_St.o.old Opera House in earlier days...lew Year's eve‘dance big

é&gqt;..Mr. and Mrs. Marchison (stately lady) wenb...grand marchf,.2;3
pieéé‘brchestras..alSO travelling shows came to opera house,.,dog‘shows
lbbﬁyrshows, trick shooters...silent movié.projector showed oldimq&ies_
facéompanied by piano (Nancy Gilmore, Bell's sister)...Jim Armsfrong |

built old Movie Theapre in Steveston, then was used as a fish-store..;
thén ‘an insurance business was in the theatre...once returning from

.Steveston ohoo] with Iucy London, Archie Blair, etc. in heavy snow,’
: i
a’ death wagon hld «one into a showed over dlfcn (anectdote follows)

;...a speclal wagon from Vancouver would carry corpses from Richmond to
e ey : '
‘Vancouver grave Q1te,..meﬁev«burxod at Mountain Vlew Cemetary...no ceme

Lary on Lulu ls except an Indman com@tary on Hallway Aveo, when

bontiman flvst came, thuro were many 1nd1ahs,..often kept. awake at

nlght by fhu revelry o{ their poL111choJ;,,o(ten lasted a, week aL a ﬁ'

¢

,timo..oblg ITndian encampmont behind Phoenix Canwarv...one at ond of
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i Chatham S5t...hecotue bhere were many (157) cannarics «ad 511 the work was

done by hands..many @ﬁﬂ?ﬂyedp,.ﬁometimum aomrder o weel,, Saturday

pight durice fishing season...?7 fotelg...Osk bar and :cwlust nn flﬁor

» v oaly bootlarpers in Lhnse davs...410ie Johnston was denoby for

Andy Waddell who was Chief. A, Jdolinston was o orisoner in Germany

in W.W. I before coming o Steveston...his wifo Mory Govdon still in
Steveston...Mentiman knew her as a child,..her heother Adec was killed
in WoWele.anot many Javanese then ns now...wvent to school with only
'3‘Of them. ..has pictire of schoolmates...unew Frank Nishigand his
‘féther,.»Jahanese nad some large chicken Tarma.,.eariyv Jumanesé settle-
.Hmenf around bcoteh Canadian Cannery nlso around other canneries..s |

,;conSidered to be very industrious and honest...Many chinese here So00. ..
L eons N )

~worked in Canneries on a contract basis...very sood at hbutchering fish...

ébckeye cooked on continuous chain in their cans...cans expanded and

had to be punctured. ... then puncture hole was soldered closed by hand,;.
fgcould smell the oilery at times in Steveston from Kirkland Island;Q;
b;againSt law to sell liquor to‘Ihdians but some bootleggers dld...Wlnery
Jfgﬁllulu Island on No. 2 Road...loganberry grown here used in w1ne o]d
l~;ébrbss Canada (?) ...farmers didn't moke moonshine hut did make some
‘fbeer and w1ne... never heard of farmers having a'still..,early days}
fino pumps but aid hove Tlood boxes Lo emnty water from ditches into river
.i...(anecdote about landowner seeing Municipality 17,000, because

el 'Wwater ran of f road allowance on to his land...court case in Vancouvergn,g

‘ﬁcourt TGCOTdo)o-.PJfSt winter Fontl nan was here the Land was flooded

W v

due Lo heavy rain and no run-off into river...rain or snow water thai o

'fcouldn't gat oul would cause looding...early days outdonr pLumbing ¢~'
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only.e.when niped water broupht in to Richmond, indoor wiumbing was
develoned...Counciiiar Rocl instigabted the use of steel nine Tor water
systeme..small man from Eneland «..stood on box in ovder hto he seen

at political meelinvg,..onrly notiticnl mectines were exciting and
well attended...ondicace would lanehf =t his sccent and not heed his
arguments...Mstin Hareis was prominent at this bime...political
meetings held in oner: house, schools, also in 1ittle court house

et

building in Steveaston, where firehall is niow...Vetinary from Vancouver
Y

i
Dre. Sleet(?) and Tater his aon roede out to care Tor Richrmond animals
esceDldemic among horses was stonped by destroyine horses suspected

of disease (1/ of Htecves horses destroyed) called planders, a fatal

communicable disense...lancctdobe about the Steoves horses)...Fentiman

disparges university students...worked on oil (fnel) barge anchored

in Fraser and had bad luck with university students as part-time help

(anecdote). .. Art Parker worked with Fentiman on Union Oil Joboes

(anecdote: about Comp chesting on pension funds)...General comments
“about unions...every Saturday night married couples and older people
¢ owould take interurban into Vancouver, meet friends on tram, have

" evening in town and return...Orpheum~or Pantages Theatres very popular

Jrtroak

Cwee'peanut special' (12 a.m.=1 a.m. train back, so~calledAchinese
~ate peanuts and dropped shells,..young people enjoyed grass hockey,

~lacrosse, local daaces...(anecdote about skatine at Terrs Nova walking

both ways).e..some comments ahout the phyvsics of ditch dipging...Charlie

Norton was work foreman then on ditéh clearing and was Fentiman's
"« Unclee.. No. 5 Road was all plank no rock hase...Steveston Highway

was also plank...cement surface was between No I and % ...rest was

1

blackton...(anecdote about driving wagon over bhroken plank road).e.
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Wo. 9 Road wos enrlv nape of Steveston [ ehwav ood wos a "eovernment
road" the vest »f the InTn ¥s. roads were kant v by the Municipality

s

.« »00L sure about who Inoked after No. 5 Read...i@irst Enegineer of

G. No train was Stinson...he lived in ane of the hmises Fentiman's

father built,..ran C.N. train once a day to keer (ronehise onens.s

Bogs use: to cateh on fire due to bluebherry nickers...(anecdote about

~prohibition and whiskey smicgling via C.N. hoyx cars narked in Steveston)

«2«CulNe track connected to C.P. track below fie Steveston Wye ...Bill

Grey looked after flood boxes...rode his hike and afber worked at night

esesflood boxas were danserous...(liast of names follows old Richmond

residents who contributed to daily erowth of Richmond)...Gilmore Park

esoland was owned by Mr. Rnsae...Llord Byng waes originally Steveston

-8chool...other schools were Bridgenort, Mitchell, Hnelish, another

dn. Queensborough...never heard of Trites School in those days...3

‘- families of MacDonalds (Sea Is.)...Ralph, Harry, Dufic., Florence ~ she

CHALLONER

.}mafried one of the Hays bovs on No. 7 Road and River Road...Bzra Shelaer?
Jwaé‘custodian of Bridgeport School...Post Offices also located at Terra
 §N6va and at south end of No. 2 Road near London nlace..,thié Post

;Office run by Mr. Bodrick - related to Saul Branscombe...Japanesé store
\jhﬁw ﬁhere.m.mail sent into Vancovver daily with motorman on tram...
‘ ffeightlst§tion at each tram stop where farmers loaded cans of milk and
ﬂUnioaded barrels of water...45 gal., barrel of water with farmer's name
- oh‘it cost 50¢...5a11 Branscomhe one yenr drove aronnd with tank wagon
iéf:watéf«..one water line (wooden pipe) may have come from Queensbbrb |
félﬁng Westminster Highway...another water line came over Marpole swing
é%fidgeo,,(reiteration of the Rock story re; steel nine)...onts and hay
Jﬁbeét paying crop per anr@.‘.mats'561d in Vanconver $°5.00 per Eone. o
‘{Gilmore and Oldfield hanied oals tovVnncnnvor,.ﬁnmt many‘no&tﬁges at 1irst

cowdoa Gilmore was one of Lhe Cirst o raise pnobaboes. . eoond goll for
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notatoes. .. Leg Richords notateo-gsortber wag on shokor nriacinle....Hichards

shop had tremendous awount o1 odds and ends...n cood blackasmith and

1

fabricator...hlackswith shons thot survived went in for welding. ..

Ard and Dundas bhlacksmith shon on Main St. (7 scobchwmen) lagh one in
Vancouver...Jid Treland resnected Stevestbon hlackeini th...race track had
own traveliinq bldnksmlthUQ.u fantiman Tearned how to shoe norses from
Irelandagemost farmers did nnt shoe hnrseg...(Joe Steeves - high strung
b]ack horse needed shoeing story)...Feptiman worked armind blacksmith
Shbm and describes wheel-tire hLechnique...(waeon wheel snecdotes)...
describes rock-hox wagon and uninadineg nrocednres...rvoads had to he
regbaded periodically by 6~horse~drawn srader...(list of men who had
teams)ooah entiman dug drainape ditch across field wheve Lord Byng
Séhool is for #$1.00 per hr...old msn Snencer helned manually bL0O¢ per
A‘ ,hoﬁf.,,(genera1 comments about han]jhg rock and recent misnamed photo
'éﬁout.old Richmond)e..Inlu Island wheat was not too erood because it was

Y

‘too soft,
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