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Came to Imlu Is. (1904) st age of 1A - horn 1360 - first home was nemt
to where mill was built River Rd. a2t end of Bridgevnort then, no high-
school in Richmond - Bridrevnort School built later - MacDonald School
on Sea Island, lo. 2 Road near Iulu 5t., also Steveston School - brother
walked to one room school on No. 2 Road ~ Hign School - Hien School went
to by Interurban Train was at Oax & 12th Ave. wvoi off nt Broadway an@

I's

walked to 12th tarough stumns - went to work =t wmill before finishing

v - father built house next

¢}

- high school -~ went tn business school lat
$o mill - He built honse next to Brideenort schnol harn - children
parked their horses and bucsgles in baren during school hovrs - fifst lob
was working at Rifle Renge - éast of Garden Citv, North of Westminster
‘Highway -~ was very boggy -{story about this) - friend of Jim Sexsmith =
Lansdowne Racetrack was nartly bop - also Minoru track - (story about
building un track) - father brourht 3 railroad cars of mill machinery
from Toronto out to Inlu Isiand for his fliour mill -~ only flour mill
in B.G. st that time - (obther subseqgquent mills discussed)~BEasterbrook
fiouf Mill was also called Ebhurne Flour Mill due to its locale(discussio

| ébdut the milling of wheat into flour - few Hindus in Richmond - wheat

‘,ﬁfown on Lulu Island - it w as tno snft, thus used for chicken seed
but not milled - ran nisnt and day durine World War I dne to war needs

. ¥farmers want to form mill co-op after mill burned down but fire

N
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- 2 - V.G, masterbrook

insurance was nrohibitive due to inadeguate fire {irhting services =

machinery cost much mrre in 1925 than it did in 19046 -~ (story about

fire at mi1l) - mill and house both burned down in 1924 -~ no fire fighting

services at a1l - hic elevator built in 1924 alszso bnrned down and was

full of erain - erain Tast was B80,000 ~wonden elevator - (desecribes

oy

construction) - 110 feet hish - worked at Buckerfield's fop 34 yrs.
then - (discusses various distributors el in Vancouver and a lighter
hiscuit flour) - family 1-st evervining in fire - (discusses Richmond
Review 1657 and 1947) - Grandfather woriked for Corbv Distillerv as a
Miller - (story about this sdventure) - Iocél i'nrimer's comment was

"young whiopersnanner of a bov making %300. wer vear' - (story about

Grandfather goine Lo bouth Africa with Tather tn conduct milling

,business there) - (comrent about Vancouver Jumber beins nrominent in

South Africa even then) - built track from C.P.R. Tulu Ise line to Mill
~(extensive discussion about this -costs = right-of'-way - renting -
responsibility of maintcnance) - disctsses rice and rye flour and

problems thereto - father held many nositions in Richmond activities =

"~ church - He was 7 years on Schnol Roard, 3 years on Police Commission -

was at that time the chanre over from local Police to Provincial Police

~-story about Police at that time and Allie Johnston) - Urinking at the
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“dent of hkiwa: - naedned

-3 = : We G, wosterbrook

7 hotels on wonkends - sint m=chines in Jonenesn svoras bhen - coiments
about this - tnmore stories about Pnlice and slnts) - discisses arranve=
ments made wiovn Vicooria obout costs for Provineinl Police ~(Rudy Graver

Story) = this was ahoul 1935 - 19346 - founding member snd fivst Presi-

7//@/

ral

orm bacrosse Clubs In Ricomwond = a list of
positions he held in tihe Tacrosse Assoclobionssiven anre - talkes
about vosition of limmea and mill velated Lo Radlway ﬁﬁnr - 16@31 Flonr
trucked into Vencouver, but incoming srain cwen v oprail - farms ecob
feed originally from Vaaconver Dealers urti! wosternrock wmill was set
up - bran and shovrts mede by MiLl and alon snierped 10 Trom Prairies -
farmers hought, this for feed - (dizcusses dalry reed snd noultry masn)

~discusses w inter conditinong on Tulu Icisnd - (aiconaces Incation of mi:

eberries nt & {le Homve - noh $00 many

r__

house, dvke, road, ctc.) - bl

eranberriecs then but more now - smalil winerv (Huthburn) on Blundell Rd.

&(Mqﬁ“ ‘
ghway -

Big Winery was lcinnev's on do. 2 Rnad souin of S0

eveston

-
H—I

3
3%
all loganberries used - (discusses old lacrnsse niectures and Kiwanis

dinner nicture) - HeKinnev snd Sivmeon sharbed o craomatory in Vancouver

~bootlesging here means sellineg beer alons with cold soft drinks 1In



S PR W.G. Basterbrook

Japanese stores‘— (Buckineham story, abont misnse of Pall tax money)

- a laree sockeye salmon then was 8¢ - genaral discussion of canneries)
Selkirk and Acwe Canneries on Sea Island) - talks about Sunday evening
sﬁart of fishine with 1ittle boats firhitine for nosition in rivef -
May 13, 1925, Mi1ll burnt - his 8 yr. old brother drowned the same day
7 vesrs earlier - discusses credit arranrsernents with farmers ; $2.00
ton to mill, sack and deliver rrain =~ (storv dbomt his retirement from
Buckerfield's and the dinner esiven him by farmers) - various anecdotes
ébout old friesnds -~ fire denartments develored al'ter water mains out
in = discusses wooden water mains -~ story about early bog conditions -
heavy smoke fromvburninp of f brush {rom hoe if wind changed - Charlié
MeCullock was first Fire Chief in Richmond - his fatnher lost his barn
and all stock - Jim Thomnmson rented farm (A00 acres) at Terra Nova -

Rose farm above Mah Bing's nlace was sold to Fentimans - chinese bought

-

fertilizer ffom Mill lor their garden farms -~ Chinese not as good at

paying bills as Japanese - Jananese raised stravberrics and loganberries

~Japanese helned nay for new school (20,000.) - Lord Dynz - when old
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- 5 . W. G. Basterbrook

Steveston school burned down = (stories about Janoncse) Whites
attitudes towards orientals not good in early daye - vnrimarily due to
orientals willingness to work for less money - attitudes improved
- Y
85 ¢
however over time - Jamanese working habits discusced - Gilmore, Grauer
and Easterbrook all invoived in Lacrosse - anecdote about Crauer and
Gilmore) = raised a ereat deal of moneys by eivine donces - (story about
Grauer and the girl-next-door) last tram I'rom Vancouver in those days

was 9:00 P.i. - for those without ohher kinds of transnortation, getting

back from Vancouver was done bv oot - saw wrestling mabch between Doc.

Roller and Pat Connelly (thne Canadian Champ) wrestle 2 hrs. without a
fall - (describes old ownera house activities) - describes Snorts Arena’

in Brighouse - most dances held in Oraange Lodge on Steveston Hwy. -

.

oddfellows Hall above blacksmith shon aear Tumlu Is. bridge to Sea Is. -

g

. . . R . i
later when sym was built, dances held at it - (s1loX vin jokel) = ﬁ}g'
v b

Easterbrook and the Miller introduced lacrosse to luin Is. - big

festivals were berrv festivals such as Strawberry Festival - Agricultural
. bk

© hall was at Cambie and River Roads - Strawberry Fegtival was big get-

together - Church groups would get together to rut on festival -




- 6 - W. 6. Basterbrook

(discusses various church groups) discusses lacrosse nicture = Snorts
AT

was main way to keen young pecople occunied - (anccdobe sbout sports
‘equipment in a lacrosse same) - observations about juvenile delinquency
-~ some Vancouver neople made a vrest deal of money during Canadian
Prohibition bv smucegling wP skev by boat un frow the states - few
boats from Richmond were involved in smuegling - change in drinking
habits followed closine of Steveston ilotels - saw % mast schooners in
Vancouver - Swam in Middle Arm behind Mill - early f{armer's wagons
dufing winter would often sink teé hubs in muck that wae the road -
No., 5 Roard e-ded at Cambice or shortly beyond ~ MNo. 3 Hoad was main road
-discussion about tax land for sale) - bog had to bhe drained before it
could be farmed - (story about Mr. linod on Alexander Rid. vcetting
Municipality tn dieg drainage ditch which subsequently I'looded his land
rather than drained it!) discussion about taxes for drain-ditches -
(anécdote ébout Mr. Thomas delivering milk during “mas season when tide
was in) - ourns at flood boxes made bieg diftTerence in Iulu Is. drainage

~before that flood boxes opcrated by water nressure,




