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Mrs. G. Cheverton Interviewed May 5, 1972,

Born 1909 in Steveston over Post Orfice on <ad Ave., family lived at
London's Landing - Father orlginally from Sweden - talks about early
family - Fatner was cannery net man - chiliiven borcn at home - only -
hospital 11 Steveston was Japanese nospiltal bus vaites didn't use it -

(talks aboubt searly docbor: in Steveston) -~ Dr. Hesworth was an early Stev

eston doctor. Talks about early patented nedicinesg - (measles story) -

v

-

talks about Reve and Mrs. Donzldson - moved 1913 inio Atilas Cannery

o

megshouse -~ talis abou® small {lrd - commanis avout early dykes -

canneries haa tneir own agkes and Jdidn't wros nal ool dvkaes intér-

1

fering with them - {atnsr was caretaker at Carneory rfor 5 yrs. - went to

steveston Scoonl - 3 roow bulluing - names 2arly tLeachors - talks about

classroom and classroon nrocenures - duringy recess, 0o play equipment so

“

Mrs. Cheverton dizcusses various activities cnildren would do ~ describes
children's pames - 1%21 was introauction 27 orranizad snorhks -~ scnool

classes wenb trvom izt pgrade v Lo 2nirance c¢iuss ~ galvs about animosity

EBetween Steveston and brlidseport schools - "ice “)clux soda-water,

ale, pop; Bridgeport, bridgeport - always on L top” ~ nanes early
«
chool - several cliasses in each room -~ tal«s /Mmbout class system - at

steveston scnool, o little scnool was dullt Hr anc the name was changed
to Lord Byng - not }muJ Javnanese childrer Qﬁen - talxs about school
subjects - as many as 5 classes golag on génm&tanemusly in on & room =
at age 9 moved to preseint family home on én&tnam St. - at cannery house

had coal-o0il lawmps - describes suspended gliobe at front of room counter-
welghted by a moon-shaped weight - talks about the strap as corporal

punishment - no statutory holidays then(tNus May 2% was a school day -

Agricultural Bociety started Lhe hay ucen ane Maypole dances in Brighou.

May 24th celebration in Steveston was bhefore this time and aoparently

discontinued bofore w.wW.l - May 2ith was also anniversary of arrival of

!
¢
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- 2 - Mrs, G. Cheverton

Steves family to uin Lu. - valks aboul aeavly doys ab sunday School and
describes the various churches - Anglican and Metnodist Churches were
prominent GLhen - 2 Peide was Sunday Schood and 3 P.ve. was regular Sunday
service - all otores closed on sunday sxcept little Jananese candy étcres
~(collection mon:y spent on candy story) - loose silver found under
board sidewalks qnd abt Boring arena by encerpising children - Sunday

School vicnics an wibsilano beach deseribed - cndldren rented bathing

suits at beach 1. they didn't own one - dater, Sunday School excursior

ibes early zoo in some detail - polar bears

r3

went to Stanley Park - desc
came much later - {(nasurc walk with Minister story) - talks about early
experiences on Cne Inuerurban Tram - riding on back platform was thrilling

-

experience ~ saw masses ol snow geese on sourgeon Banks on occaslon.

[ TRt
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wWhat children dic aaring smmmer - usod Lo wancer around wabterfront out
to lighthouse at Gaery Foint - weao wich old risherman and wife over Lo
Portland Island - staycd overalginb in o Construction Camp and came bacic
tnrough fActive Puss‘-ghu coul? promesbor sceing the lignthouse. Got on
top of ligathouse sad trore was o litele platiors tnere to stand on and

see all thne fignloats witn sails was a beauoilul sight, Cthey all had

lamps on, Feopie cawe Jrom Vaacouver to sce the sights. Father was

a caretax at the Atlas - one of his jobs was Lo set off one of these
cannhons to start [isning. Five or six other guns would go off. - Lédne?
and Westham Island -~ there was a jelty there- a lafige gap & which served
as a swimmin g ncle tfor Japuanese. Scobbilso Canadian Cannery stofe

Managers house and 2 - 2 shorey Cninese housc: and row of shacks lived

in by Indians. Row of houses raced slough, the boat tied up in front
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of house and tuasy would climp ladder to the nouse. Locle was a long
ramp went oubt to Scoibish Canadisy Camnery all on piies, also Atagi's
boathouse was tLhore. Tacre were salwmonborries, wila fooseberries, also

wild flowers in there - Talse solomon sSsals, sorins oeauties, cut-

tails Indian people gathoraa reeds and mede mavts ous of toem.  Indians

made baskets and diza't waat money but ola cloiLiivs,vas<oos fall oftrﬁwm -

they haa piecxed in t..e bog,

Lay oubt of Canneries = durly days hanagers e yrom victorla or
Vancouver woiuld board oOr 6ave GAeLr 0w HOmd. i coudid always stay
at the ress nous fhe Ciina boss would 100K atfter cninese in china-
house -~ dess house, Flshermen's Tamilies - Japanese sev up their own
scnool and Mrs. Austln Harris tauegit smnglisn in Saransss scenools  Ths
main bulldings were just Sast of no. 1 linad where (he Army and Navy
Parking 1ol is. & boxing arena woes boeid in the schooi ouilding.
Japanese peaid a certala amount pei montih cer cndld Jor privilege of
sending cthem to our schools. Jasanose wani Lo Pubqic Scehiool and then
to Japanese scnool after and Saturday.

rnoLe vnis councry and woere spnowing them to

e

The Japaness Lrougnht {ilms
the young neopic. Wne Japanosc, legardisss of wnao ever other couniry
he goes vo arud obtains citizemship in, he is still reyavdad as a
Japanese Citluxen., iJn2 pudaist Coaicn in Seveveston wocame wne steva
Theatre. Tne Churen was leit fuil of cremated ashes and gids broke
in and desctroyad everyithiag.

‘She walked out from the purrard Cannery to the lighthouse walked

on drifted logs out to boatiwusze Walber Gordon was one oi friends.

There was always lots of catcerplilars on ithe willow trees also on

poplar trees «nd brees were planted in front of btine ciuven - Story
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of catterpililars on ladics hats in crnarci. Leees Coao oaown 1954,

8]

Poplar trees takaen downe wooden enbandment aion ¢ ay«e now replaced

with rock. Ihe sunicipal dyse was nnt cowplined ©il 00 and prior to
[ ]

that any dyke there was was Linna oullt - man Jrowm canuegy,whcn nov
workin g, worked on uyke, Widbe people, as wull as ecnlanssce lce crean
vendor cale arouad wiun coavlt, neld o gsu. conLalners, Jiutle posts eacn
Zorner = cover orn and a big wWheel on eacn silde. Taore was £ nandles,

- story about losin g aicsel <olng for an ice crealn cone., BDtory about

gambling Tor %olu Coine lunerncii eould nNot 3cll fos. w0 oanyone else

but cannery coilzctor checice ofy at end ol year. 'Iher: were slot

O

hines in tiic cafe on coe a tond, Laken oub afboer dec ared 1llegals

o

n&
Then Punca boards came 1n - capanese sbtores cariicd o ot o Japanese

foode Javanese pear, nol LosLy, LUL JUley, maolues 1000 Trom Japal.




