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Henry Anderson (Mayvor) Interviewed April 25, 1972.

Born 1911 in Richmond - many children born at home even then - Bennett Rd.
was location of old home - father came to Richrond in early 1900's -
father was a brick contractor - talks about brick plants in Steveston and
Térra Nova - business was oriented more toward refractory construction
€.g. Ovens, retorts etc. than toward house and chimney construction - went
to Bridgeport Zchool - High School also there then - Cambie High built
later - went to schoonl via tram -~ had to walk to either Brighouse or
Garden City Stations from home - (general comments about transportation
.system then znd now related to population density and industry) - school
gave tram tickets to students but sometimes the children would walk to
school and sell the unused tram ticket to High School children who didn't
get tram ti€fkets - Garden City Rd. open between Granville and Blundell
only - describes an early road system to New Westminster - No. 4 was also
a plank road - father got about on a bicycle - had a cow chickens and

some pigs = talks about Strawberry Festival at old Methodist Church now
United Church - Church ezcursion to Stanley Park once a year - hired Tram
for this - talks aboult Maypols celebration at #inoru Park » children
marched there from Bridgevort school - talxs about Bower Is. picnics -
social activities for young people then included dances in old clubhouse
at Minoru Park - trail rangers was earlier form of Boy Scouts and sponsored

by Church - describes No. 3 Road as rough road - discusses early car ride

-

“along Richmond roads - used rain barrell to collect drinking water before

- piped water introduced - (story about wigglers) story about father bringing
ice home to melt - got ice in Marpole - early fogs were cxtremely heavy
and lasted several days - sometimes couldn't see front end of car -
discusses yearly bog fires - started by bilueberry pickers and put[out’by

winter rains - trapped muskrats in the area of Brighouse and would sell

‘ them to Muskrat Bill - (describes him) - several dykingtséhemes then =
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-2 - Henry anderson {(Mayor)
General comments about €idal waters and land uce then and now ~ talks
about municivnal draianage syctems - ditch water in centre of island stagnant
and not used for washing - swair in No. 3 Canal - skated on North Arm to

“early sto

New We“+minster ~ hockey played near Frasger

ohe Lildge -

many pheasants

feg

and partridges then - went buntlng a great deal wnd learned how from father
~-(discusses this) -~ many ducis and geese on Sturpgesn HSanks - widgeons
abounded - geese came into Tarmors fields in evenine Lo feed - many

rabbits in bog and a few deer - gquite a few Crees will egtec. through the
Brighouse area - only & few professional hunters Lhat he recalls - e.ge

the Grey boys at Terra lova - remsmbers

neident of stores conteunts placed in

boarded over and carricd not only waber pus

these would smell - (talks about early

cailboats during fishing scason having to

dead fish floated upon shore, on the dykes,

strest) -

S0Mma
sewage
Chrow

E€LCa

ditehes in Steveston ware

sewarze -~ on hot dayse

probiem) ~ remembers little

away coxgeess salmon cateh

remembers

old Boxing&/3/7/73

Arena that was located where municival tall is now = boys would crawl under
the bleachers to look {or loose silver - not sure wiethevr entire arena
was enclosed - sometimes a cock-{ignt held there, hoe thilnks - never saw

one though ~ barns for Minoru Park iined Ho,

locgtion of the Post Office all

Credit Union building - all on the wesy siue

the way up to flic

4 Hoad from about the prasent

nresent location of
of wNo. 3 Rde. - (talks about

large house on No. 3 and Westminster built by Englishman for his wife)

picked blackberries at 1¢ per 1lb. on property of

res on No,
later telephone
up to Luln Station) - dis

cunses

beyond Brighouse I'rack - many died in these

3 Road went to Grauer's store for most
orders were delivered - (story about
early airplane crashes

cras

discusses

-

this old place
shopping -

wife wneeling baby

in fields just |

lateé 3 narrow strir
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Henrey son (Mayor)
alongside the novth of Lansdowne Track betwesn No. 3 acd Garden Cily was.
used as an airiield - (Lindbervghalreraft stovy) - vamily doctor was Dr.
Hall ia Marpole ~ disherman's Hospital was in Sfevaston then - discusses
names of several early fichmond doctors - went Lo Vancouver for dentlst as
a child -~ doesn't recall any denbizst in Richmond in early dayg ~ around
Richmond

~ \-‘ 3 e e i s P PO S
19k ~ 19%5, doctors and denblists started

Ul

=(discusses eariy doctors) - early police

il

Young - remembecs ornabte black wagons as hedarses -~ taliks abonb early

L«'i- oo 11

Chinese - fabtner put i the Uhinese "kettles” in all boe cannery bunkhouses
=at home, looking In all direchions could see only 3-4% houses - father

was local Santa Clause for Chueehh - descrihes this svent - discusses
father's early business beinpg operated from {awlly nhoms - talks about bad

debts in early days - extended discussion aboul business prachlces, credit

v

~talks about carly banks in Brighouse - the [irst in Brighouse was open
once=a-weelk, GLhen twice~a-weelk, etc. - working fov sell, the & hr. day
wasn't of'ten observed ~ did conbract work all over 8.0, - had coal oil

3

lamps - discusses these - did homoework in thi
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- recalls subsequent

§

joy having convenience of elegctric light - thinks he had eleciyicity

+

betore telephone - ward systom of polibles in Richimond abollshied over 20
years ago - (tLalks about early politlcal meetings in Brighousa) - everyons

knew everyone else - 3000 population bthen compared to

3, 000 now -~ served

on Ilfb department and goo Lnat organized - ghed behind Monicipal Hall -

development

lst truck was ford tLtruck cubiitted wibth buckehs -
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of the fTire venicles by local ciftizensl.
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