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OCP Youth Art Contest
The City of Richmond hosted a Youth Art Contest as part of the Official 
Community Plan (OCP) Update to showcase local youth talent and their 
vision for Richmond’s future. The submitted artworks reflect key OCP 
themes, including housing affordability, community equity, climate change 
adaptation, and environmental enhancement. The winners are showcased 
throughout the OCP. Thank you to everyone who participated.

•	 Maggie Pi (age 15)

•	 Emily Du (age 11)

•	 Carys Braverman (age 13)

•	 Elina Khong (age 14)

•	 Leif Ferguson (age 5)
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Plan Interpretation 
What is the Official Community Plan (OCP)?
The OCP is a legal community planning document for managing the 
City’s social, economic, land use, urban design, servicing, transportation 
and environmental future. It sets out a vision, goals, objectives, policies, 
guidelines and land use designations that reflect overall community values 
that have been determined through a public consultation process.

How is the Plan organized?
The OCP is comprised of:

1.	 Schedule 1: the overall OCP; and

2.	 Schedule 2: Area Plans and Sub-Area Plans.

Area Plans cover portions of the 15 planning areas within Richmond (see 
Planning Area Boundaries Map and OCP Land Use Map).

Sub-Area Plans refer to smaller areas within specific planning areas.

The OCP addresses broad city-wide issues while the Area Plans and Sub-
Area Plans address local neighbourhood issues.

Land Use Maps – Plan Precedence
If there is a conflict with respect to a land use designation between the 
OCP Land Use Map (Schedule 1) and the Area Plan or Sub-Area Plan Land 
Use Maps (Schedule 2), the Area Plan or Sub-Area Plan Land Use Maps shall 
take precedence, except that the land use designation in Schedule 1 shall 
take precedence notwithstanding conflicting information which may be 
shown in Schedule 2:

•	 for sites designated OCP Conservation Area;

•	 for sites designated OCP City Centre Downtown and designated under 
Richmond’s Transit-Oriented Areas (TOA) Designation Bylaw 10560; and

•	 in situations where Schedule 1 permits more height, density, or uses 
on a site than the Area Plan or Sub-Area Plan and the development 
complies with all applicable Schedule 1 land use designations and 
policies, excluding the area designated in the Steveston Village Heritage 
Conservation Area Map which is attached to and forms part of the 
Steveston Area Plan and is designated as a Heritage Conservation Area 
under Section 614 of the Local Government Act.

Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA)
The ESA policies, guidelines, and designations shown in Attachment 2 to 
the OCP (Schedule 1) supercede any contained in the Area Plan or Sub-Area 
Plans (Schedule 2).

Aircraft Noise Sensitive Land Use
The Aircraft Noise Sensitive Land Use policies, guidelines and locations 
(Schedule 1) supercede any contained in the Area Plan or Sub-Area Plans 
(Schedule 2).

How does the OCP work?
As a City document, the OCP can only encourage senior levels of 
government to take action; it cannot force or require senior governments 
to act. When implementing the OCP, the City will take into account 
agreements with other agencies.

Bylaw 10724
2026/02/19
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Seeking Clarification
The OCP is to be read as a whole and specific topics may be addressed 
in several chapters and maps, and in Development Permit Guidelines. For 
clarification of the OCP policies and maps, please consult with City planning 
staff. Council or its designate make the final decision.

OCP Update
Where the plan indicates Official Community Plan (OCP) 2041, these 
sections were not updated as part of the OCP 2050 Update undertaken 
in 2026. Notwithstanding, these sections are still considered to be current 
until future updates are adopted by Council.
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