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Why Was the Plan Developed?

Our downtownisgrowing rapidly. In 1994, there were 27,000
residentsand 33,000 jobsin the City Centre. By 2011, we can
expect asmany as 60,000 residentsand 48,000 jobs.

Signsof thisrapid growth arealready evident. Long queuesof carson
No. 3 Road and other major streetsserving popul ar retail areashave
become the norm at midday and on weekends. With No. 3 Road .
being the only main north-south route through the area, itisforced to
accommodate ever more traffic. As a result, access to local
developmentscan bedifficult, pedestrianand cyclist safety isat issue,
andthefuturequality of lifein our downtown isbeing questioned.
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The City Centre Transportation -igns of this rapid

Plan seeks to address 8 key
problems facing downtown...

Z . hY
1. Through-trafficonNo. 3Road — é\sndgepon R,

conflictswithtrafficusinglocd
shopsand services.

2. Large downtown blocks
inconvenience both vehicles
and pedestrians.

3. Parking lots accessed from
main roads compound traffic
congesti on. Alderbridge Way

4. Too few alternative routes ﬂ STUDY AREA

exis. /ﬁ

5. Parking is inadequate in |7 L™ Westminster Hwy.
popular retail areas.

6. Parkingmanagementtypicaly
forcesshopperstomovether || ),
cars repemedly Granville Ave.

7. Transit does not meet
commuter andlocal user needs.

8. Unfriendly streetsdiscourage Blundell Rd.
pedestriansand cyclists.

growth are already

evident.

Sea Island Way

~ |

City Centre
Boundary

NORTH

Cambie Rd.

No. 2 Rd.
Gilbert

No. 3 Rd.
Garden City Rd.
No. 4 Rd.
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1t 1s time to "redesign"
our downtown to
accommodate better
public transit, more
bikes, and a more
altractrve pedestrian

environment.

Plan
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...the Plan proposes

both short and long

term solutions...

Theseproblemsareonly “symtoms’ of an even larger problem: our
dependence on the car. Much of downtownwasfirst built for drivers
with strip mallsand large open parking | ots, but asthe City Centre
growsand attracts more people, driving isbecoming moredifficult
and hazardous. Peopledtill want thefreedom to drive downtown, but
increasingly they aso want flexible, convenient, and environmentaly
friendly alternativesfrom which to choose. Thismeansitistimeto
"redesign” our downtown to accommodate better publictrangt, more
bikes, and amore attractive pedestrian environment.

Transportation Plan Follows City
Centre Plan Directions...

he City Centre Trangportation Planfollowsdirectionslaid outin

the Official Community Plan (OCP) for the City Centrewhich
wasadopted by Council in June 1995. The OCPisintended to guide
development of our City Centre so that it can absorb amajor portion
of Richmond'sgrowth over the next two decades, and support astrong
economy, ahigh degreeof socid well-being, and alivableenvironment.
For thisreason, the OCP encourages more housing in thedowntown,
atractiveto abroad range of ages, incomes, and cultures. It promotes
pedestrian- and trangt-friendly approachesto thedesign of buildings,
streets, and parks; and, it discourages car-dependent lifestyles.

The Transportation Plan recognizesthe pressuresfacing downtown
asitspopul ation and jobs grow, and aimsto improve mobility and
livability not just inthefuture, but today and every step of theway. To
thisend, the Plan proposes both short and long term sol utionsto getting
around downtown, and aimsto achieve 4 key objectives:

1. Balanceautomobile usage with other means of travel, with an
emphasisontrangt.

2. Makeroadswork for pedestrians, cyclists, and transit, not just
cars.

3. Encouragepeopleto maketrangportation choiceswhich curbtraffic
growth.

4. Implement improvements to take advantage of opportunities
created by new development.
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The Plan

he Plan identifies the requirements of a more balanced

trangportation system for Richmond'sdowntown. Ten or twenty
yearsfrom now thetransportation sysemwill bedramaticaly different
fromthat of today. Trangt will begreetly improved, and thestagewill
be set for theintroduction of arapid bus/transit link with downtown
Vancouver and other regional centres.

Through-trafficwill beencouraged to skirt
the perimeter of downtown, and aseries |-
of "loop roads" will help local traffic
access downtown destinations. Road
spacewill beutilized moreefficiently to
enhancecirculationfor al modesof trave.
Public parking will be centralized for
convenient accessto shopsand services,
and will be controlled to discourage
unnecessary car use. Many more local tripswill be made by bus,
bike, andfoot, and Streetsand sdewakswill bemorevisudly attractive
and easy to use.

1. Rethinking Roads

With the City Centre's population expected to double
and itsjobsto grow by 50%, using carsaswedo today
would chokethedowntown, damagingitsefficiency andlivability. _
To break this pattern we need to redefinetheroles of roadssothey - we need to redefine
may better serve our future needs.

the roles of roads so

"Main Street" : they may better serve
No. 3 Road isthedowntown'smost important and heavily used route. our future needs.
Ifitisto continueasthecity's"mainsreet”, through-traffic not destined

for downtown must beredirected andlocd traffic must havedternatives

ways to access destinations. The Plan promotes use of Granville

Avenue/Garden City Road asadowntown "by-pass’, and introduces

"loop roads’ around the downtown's popul ar north and south retail

areastoimprovelocal access.
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Long Term Road Network Plan

Exact Alignment Of A &
New Roads To Be
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The Plan encourages
parking and traffic
management practices
that will eliminate the

need for short car trips.

Better Connections
Forthe"looproads' to beeffective
and support No. 3Road as"main
street”, afinegrain of secondary
roadsmust beintroducedto dlow
formoreconvenientdreulation, and
the "loops' must be linked to
provide aternative north-south
routes.

Unnecessary
Congestion

Today, considerable traffic
congestion results from cars
accessing drivewaysaongNo. 3
Road and other main routes,
and from parking management
practiceswhichforce shoppersto
movether carswhen shopping at
morethan onelocation. The OCP
aims to reduce the number of
driveways by requiring new
developmentsto be accessed via
lanes and secondary streets. The
Panencouragesparkingandtraffic
management practices that will
diminaethenesdfor short car trips.

2. Preparing for Rapid Transit

Ri chmond has long planned for an at-grade, light rail transit
link between its City Centre and downtown Vancouver. While
such acommuter servicemay still be 10to 15 yearsinthefuture, the
Plan promotesintroduction of aninterimtransit systemin the short-
termwhichwill help set the stagefor rapid transit throughitssimilar

aignment, facilities, and operation.
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Introducing #98 B-Line

TransLink (the new regional

trangportation authority) plansto
link Richmond and VVancouver
with#98 B-Linerapid bussarvice
in Winter, 2000. This new
regiond sysemwill uselow-floor,
articulated buses along
designated laneswithin existing
roadways. With specially
designed bus<tations, and an off-
street transit exchange at its
terminus, thesystemwill exhibit
characteristics similar to rapid
transit and attract similar forms
and dengtiesof development. The
Plan directs that #98 B-Line
follow No. 3 Road, the same
route proposed under the OCP
for rgpidtrangt, thus, dlowingfor
ready conversion in the future
from one system to the other.

Long Term Transit Improvements

N

* Improve amenities at bus

« Bus priority measures on

« Other potential bus priority ||
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SEA ISLAND
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)
Other Tra S
&
pro e S
¢
« Increasing Frequency of
routes to City Centre
N
« Incorporate pedestrian y
links to bus stops in new 4
developments
il

stops

No.3 Road

measures to improve
transit travel times and
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Shuttle bus provides access by transit within
¢ d City Centre (conceptual routing)

|
service reliability. %

GILBERT RD.
MINORU BLVD.

#98 B-Line to provide faster transit service
mmmmm between Richmond and Vancouver
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New services on major
streets to improve transit
Bus Station

Future extension of shuttle
service to serve areas on
the fringe of City Centre

NO.4 RD.

GARDEN CITY RD.

3. Better Local Transit

With the addition of #98 B-Linerapid bussarviceto Richmond's
down, TransLink will beimplementing further improvements

to local transit,
including the
reallocation of regular
busesto provide better
locd trangt connections

betweenthe City Centre
and the rest of
Richmond.
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service in Winter,
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Disnmore
Bridge

Shuttle
Service

Alderblli‘dge Way

——>

Westminster Hwy.
-]

No. 4 Rd.

Granville Ave?

1
Garden Ci

Improved City-wide
Transit

#98 B-Linerapid bussarvicewill
take the place of many of the
buses which currently travel
between Richmond and
Vancouver. Thiswill allow for a
number of theseregular busesto
bere-alocatedtoimprovetrangt
connections across Richmond,
and between our downtown and
the rest of the city. The
RichmondAreaTranst Planwill
be completedin 2000. Theplan
will identify both local and
regional transit service
improvments that can be
implemented over the next 5
years.

4. New Approaches to Parking

1o lessen future
parking demands, the
Plan seeks to decrease
car use by making
alternative modes

more attractive

urrent estimates indicate ashortage of parking spacesinthe
downtown'spopular north and south retail areasrespectively. If
shoppers continue to use carsin the future asthey do today, these

shortages may increase by 50%
over thenext 10years. Toimprove
thissituation, the Plan proposes
3key strategies:

New Facilities

& Management

To meet current demands, new
public parkingfacilitiesareto be
implemented for the downtown.
Siting of thesefacilitieswould be
subject to further study and

8
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opportunitiesarising fromlocal
development. Costs of
construction and operation can
be recouped through "parking
improvement area’ fees, pay
parking, and/or development
incentives. Inaddition, changesin
the management of privatelots
are encouraged to better serve
public needs, and on-street
metered parking is proposed
wherelocal areasrequirethem
for short-stay users (i.e.
shoppers, not employees).

Alternative Modes

To lessen future parking
demands, the Plan seeks to
decrease car use by making
dternativemodesmoreattractive
(i.e. with improved
transit services) and
redricting parkingavalahility (i.e.
with parking fees).

Parking Commission

Long Term Parking Improvements
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To plan, implement, and manage parking moreefficiently, creation of
a"parkingcommission’, withmembership fromthebus nesscommunity,
City Council, and resdents, isplanned for downtown. While Richmond
haslittleexperienceinthisarea, many North Americancities, including
Vancouver, usethem successfully to oversee specific aspectsof parking

intheir downtown areas.
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Long Term Cycling Network

5. Bike-Friendly

lanes

SEA ISLAND

« Off street bicycle paths

NORTH

IEL 4 L . R
/ SEAISLANDWAY_ ()
/.
g

Ly, ewevenon )\ Environment

C = A Gih/

desirefor dternativewaysto get
around, Richmond'slevel terrain
makescycling atractive. ThePlan

]% N With more people living
\ in the City Centre and a
T N[ e eciy

includes two key measures to

« Bicycle racks storage é
facilities at existing & new
developments

GILBERT RD,
MINORU BLVD

g
Sroveme
aaaaaaaaa
+ Cyclist activated signals % D[ WESTMINSTER HWY.

+ Wide curb lanes or bike [

f[ i: ensureabike-friendly environment

isestablished downtown.

Designated Bike Routes
—== There are four distinct types of
I

bicycle facilities on Richmond

NO.3 RD.

b

Bicycle Lanes

L] IM%F GRANVILLE AVE. D‘ iOal[3j\i,|\f::ylj1nes - Painted curb
LJLjL‘JDDDﬂ

Wﬁfﬁﬁj

Existing and Proposed s Proposed cycling/pedestrian path =ssssmm Proposed Cycling Routes

lanesfor theexclusve useof
bikeson perimeter by-pass

(g
}D GU routes
% BLUNDELL RD * Enhanced curb lanes -

T Wider curblaneson busy streets
enabling carsto passhbikessafely
Sthercyamameravements|  © Shared lanes - Standard
lanewidthsfor useonlessbusy

Hﬁ\

4

NO..

GARDEN CITY RD.

local streets
 Off-street links - Exclusive bike/pedestriansrouteslinking on-
street bikefacilitiesor destinations

TheCity will continueto pursueimplementing bicyclefacilitiessuch as
bikelanesto enhance bicycletravel to maor destinationswithinthe
City, including City Centre.

End-of-trip facilities

ThePlan reinforcesguidelines set by the Official Community Plan
pertaining to the provision of bike racks, lockers, showers, and
changeroomsaspart of new downtown devel opments.
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6. Streets for People

Ri chmond's downtown streets were designed for cars and
many areunfriendly, or evenhodlile, to pedestrians. With narrow or
noddewaks numerousdriveway crossings, andlittlewegther protection,
walking even short distances can be unpleasant. The Planrecognizesthat
an dtractive pedestrian environmentiskey to getting peopleout of their
carsand ontotrangit, bikes, and foot. Toimprovethisstuation, thePlan

proposes:

. Sidewalks throughout J.ong Term Pedestrian Facility

downtown; Improvments

*  Wider sdewalks,
e Trees and landscaped

(RN RS

boulevards,

e Benches, shelters, and
informationkiosks; ok

*  Pededriancrossngsgnason SEAISLAND
major roads,

* Reducingdriveway crossngs,
*  Improved wheelchair ramps,
audiblecrossngsignas, and
devices for the mobility

Pedestrian
Improvements

+ Pedestrian link - No. 3 Rd. to
Minoru Blvd. (between
Granville Ave. and
Westminister Hwy.

Impa raj’ + Pedestrian link - Cooney Rd.
*  Weather protection along No. 3. and Kwanion S0)
ShOp fronts, and + Off street transit exchange

« Provide attractive pedestrian
connection to new
developments

* Landscaped walkways
where parking lots hinder
access between adjacent
developments.

+ Pedestrian links between
selected adjacent
developments

+ Complete sidewalks on
Alderbridge Way, No. 3 Rd.,
and Minoru Blvd.

+ Rationalize the number and
location of driveways to
minimize pedestrian/vehicular

\L conflicts
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Improvements proposed
under the Plan will not

tncrease general taxation.

7. Paying for Transportation

mprovements proposed under the Plan will not increase general
taxation. Instead, they will befinanced one of threeways:

Development Cost Charges

Mogt improvementswill befinanced through Richmond's Devel opment
Cost Charge (DCC) program. Fees collected from private
developments are directed by the City through this program to
infrastructure projects, including transportation. Alternatively, private
devel opersmay construct improvementsidentified under theprogram
andreceive, in exchange, creditstowardstheir DCC fees. Expected
program costsfor downtown are consi stent with projected city-wide
incomeand infrastructure expenditures. |mplementation of the Plan
should, therefore, have no impact on either the DCC program or
infrastructure projects outside downtown.

Local Financial Initiatives

The Plan recommendsthat a" parking commisson’ beresponsiblefor
future public parking facilities, and suggeststhat where such fecilities
aredeve oped by the City for thedirect benefit of agpecific downtown
area, that they befinanced through local initiatives, such as.

a  A'"paking-in-lieu" program (asin Steveston) enabling developers
to contribute money to public parking when they cannot provide

adequate parking ontheir own lands; and

b. Metered on-street parking and off-street parking fees, of which
somerevenuesmay bedirected tolocal parking improvements.

Other Government Agencies

Transit improvement costs and some of the costs associated with
maintaining Mg or Roads are expected to be borne by TransLink.
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8. Priorities for Implementation of
Improvements

ost transportation improvements identified under the

Planwill not beimplemented until after 5or 10 yearsduetothe
need for land acquisition, high congtruction expenditures, or coordination
with other government agencies. In some cases, whereimprovements
will Sgnificantly impact privatelandsor areintended to servetheneeds
of new development, the exact
timing of implementation may be

Proposed Short Term improvements

accelerated or delayed
. . NV el - T B H L
depending on local private Q oh e SEipCEPORT 040 TN e ‘.D.\ ‘.W.J -
. ) EA ISLAND WAY Road pro
devel opment objectives. 4 8-Linoan ot — =
Thefollowingimprovementshave o // .
been or will beimplemented by -5 E% 5\
the City inthe short term. | &L
8 g g = ODLINRD. I
1. TheSouth"Loop Road" 'R
p ) [j ALEXANDRA RD.
aLansdowne Road L | ]
. . ALDERBRIDGE WAY
extension to Minoru
Boul ela’d; LANSDOWNE RD.
b.Minoru Boulevard, RSB | Upgrade Cooney Road
Upgraje to4lanesnorth of WESTMINSTER HWY.
Wﬂml nﬁa‘ ngh\N@/, aﬂd Eij ; :H ::::zg;::\e:talkway
c.Cooney Road, upgradeto 2 L
4]anes. ] i
= GRANVILLE AVE.
2. The Browngate Road
’ EXtms On“’ Wﬁ Of NO 3 ] + Minor intersection improvements g' I:l E
Road s
d . Si;zearlsPedeslrian and traffic é % %}':l ':L
3. Some Designated Bike [ /@e=eee || & 8 1§ awewm L
Routes, Including Gilbert i T % DFT: D g S
Road BicycleLanes =
Designated bicycle routes . New traffic signals Sidewalk improvement and
----- South loop road . Intersection improvements parking commission area
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4. NewTrafficSignasat:

a No. 3Road & Ackroyd Road,;

b.No. 3Road & Lansdowne Park Shopping Centre entrance;
c. No. 3Road & Browngate Rd"Extension"; and

d. MinoruBoulevard & Lansdowne Road.

e. Minoru Boulevard & ElmbridgeWay.

5. Some Sidewalk/Streetscape |mprovementsin Busy Pedestrian
Aress.

6. AVariety of Minor Intersection Improvements.

W\~

Questions?

If you have any questionsabout the City Centre Transportation Plan,
please contact the Transportation Department at:

Richmond City Hall
6911 No. 3 Road,

Richmond BC

VeY 2C1

Telephone: (604) 276-4035

Fax: (604) 276-4052

Email: transplan@city.richmond.bc.ca

Thisand other city documentsareavailable ontheweb at:
www.city.richmond.bc.ca

L ast updated November, 2000
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