City of Richmond

ARTS UPDATE 2013
Arts, Culture and Heritage Services

What makes a good city great? It’s the signature buildings, the art, the
architecture, the concert halls and galleries, the famous writers, the dancers,
the poets, the designers, the purposeful intersection of people and place. Arts
and culture are essential elements that give meaning, context, comfort, and
identity to us all. Art engages us in matters of passion and of fury. It helps us
contemplate who we are as people, as neighbours, as friends and as active
participants in the broad exercise of community. Art challenges us to deal with
the uncomfortable. It touches the heart. It shakes the assumptions. It prompts
us to look beyond ourselves and gives us a vocabulary to express far beyond
the limitations of language. Arts and culture lift our common humanity to
celebrate all that is good about life. Richmond, as an active player in an artistic
renaissance is rapidly moving from good to great and arts and culture in all its
dimensions will get it there.
Sal Ferreras, Provost & V.P. Academic,
Kwantlen Polytechnical University;
Percussionist & Music Producer

City of Richmond

Introduction
In 2013, Richmond continued on its path of advancing the
arts and received national recognition as number three
in the top ten cities across the country in Culture Days,
a national movement to raise awareness, accessibility,
participation and engagement in the arts with free handson and interactive activities.
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Many factors contribute to making Richmond an appealing
and livable city, and a commitment to the development of
a thriving arts scene plays a critical role. Arts and culture
are fundamentally linked to quality of life and to the health
and wellness of all citizens, shaping identities, fostering
life-long learning, promoting creativity and innovation, and
engaging citizens across generations.
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To help strengthen the infrastructure of arts and culture
organizations and show support for careers of local artists
and a wide range of artistic and cultural activity, the City
continued its Arts and Culture Grant program with a new
online application process for two types of grants: Project
Assistance and Operating Assistance.
The Library/Cultural Centre lived up to its reputation
as Richmond’s cultural hub by hosting numerous wellattended events such as Your Kontinent: Richmond
International Film and Media Arts Festival, Multicultural
Heritage Festival and the Resident Art Group Showcase. A
growing number of local artists also had the opportunity
to exhibit their artwork in the facility in addition to
two other exhibition venues, the Gateway Theatre and
Thompson Community Centre.
In 2013, the Richmond Art Gallery’s exhibition and public
educational events contributed to the growth of a vibrant
cultural community by offering a diverse line up by BC,
national and international artists. Landed represented
the ﬁrst exhibition of Turkish artist Esra Ersen’s work in
Canada. The Richmond Arts Centre further developed
its diverse array of arts education programming and
expanded its ever-popular Children’s Arts Festival by
opening its doors to the public on the new provincial
holiday, Family Day. And, the Media Lab continued to build
on its popularity as a community resource with increasing
registration numbers, growing volunteer hours, and
greater outreach connections than in previous years.

Cover Photo: Installation view, Landed: Esra Ersen,
June 2013 Richmond Art Gallery
Credit: Wayne Worden

Gateway Theatre

The breadth of activities in the Richmond Public Art Program
expanded in 2013 with new installations, the addition of
educational Pecha Kucha Nights and six unusual and varied
community public art projects. Meanwhile, Gateway Theatre
continued to provide professional theatre experiences to
Richmond audiences, training experiences for young aspiring
performers and outreach and mentorship programs to new
emerging artists, students and the general public.
The Arts Update 2013 summarizes the progress made
towards achieving the goals of the Arts Strategy and
supporting the City’s vision “to be the most appealing,
livable and well-managed community in Canada”.
Throughout the document you will see coloured circles
representing each of the ﬁve strategic directions listed
below. These circles show how the year’s highlights help to
advance the ﬁve strategic directions.

Richmond Arts Strategic Directions
1

Strengthen and Support the Arts Community

2

Increase the Number of Art Spaces and More
Effectively Use Existing Ones

3

Broaden the Diversity of Arts Experiences
and Opportunities

4

Expand Public Awareness and Understanding
of the Arts

5

Broaden the Economic Potential and
Contribution of the Arts

3
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Community Cultural Development
Arts Promotional Campaign 1

4

5

Corporate Communications and Arts, Culture and Heritage
Services launched a targeted program in the summer to
promote Richmond’s growing catalogue of City-supported
arts events and programs and to raise awareness of
Council’s leadership in supporting the arts. The campaign
generated extensive media coverage, including major
articles by the freelance writer published in the Georgia
Straight, The Tyee, Whistler Pique, Richmond Review and a
number of arts-related websites. The City also collaborated
with the Richmond Review on their Arts Edition, which
included six articles produced by the freelance writer,
leading directly to the publication of additional articles
in the North Shore News, Surrey Now and Peace Arch
News as well as news coverage on Global TV and BC 1.
The estimated earned media value of the promotional
campaign exceeded $20,000, a signiﬁcant return on the
City’s investment of less than $5,000. The campaign
signiﬁcantly raised local and regional awareness of the
City’s leadership role and success in fostering the arts.

2013 Lulu Series: Art in the City 4

5

The 2013 Lulu Series of guest speakers presented the
following free-to-the-public events about Art in the City
and its importance to creating connections between
citizens and their communities:
 On January 23, 80 attendees heard Sans façon (French
architect Charles Blanc and British artist Tristan Surtees)
discuss their work with municipalities to enhance and
renew citizens’ relationships with urban infrastructure.
They also described their temporary spot light
installation, Limelight: Saturday Night, taking place
that weekend in Vancouver. Their talk was preceded
by a performance by award-winning aboriginal cellist,
Cris Derksen.
 On February 21, 69 guests enjoyed the Steveston
Seniors Drumming Circle perform prior to hearing
celebration artist Paula Jardine describe her career
creating outdoor spectacles that revive and redeﬁne
community arts.
 On March 28, Andrew Pask, founder and director of the
Vancouver Public Space Network, spoke of the history
of urban living and public space to an audience of 71.
His talk was preceded by a performance by renowned
jazz pianist and Richmond resident, Ron Johnston.

4

2013 Richmond Arts Awards 1

4

Created in partnership with the Richmond Arts Coalition in
2009, the ﬁfth annual Richmond Arts Awards recognized
artistic achievements and contributions to the cultural
community by residents, artists, educators, organizations
and business leaders. The purpose is to:
 honour major contributions by individuals, organizations
and businesses to the arts;
 cultivate greater visibility and understanding of the value
of the arts;
 encourage excellence and build new leadership within
the arts community; and,
 develop patrons for the arts.
94 nominations were reviewed by the selection committee.
Finalists were promoted with website announcements,
emails to the arts community, and a series of three halfpage ads in the Richmond News, each highlighting two of
the six categories.
The winners were announced at the Richmond Arts
Awards ceremony in Council Chambers on May 8, as
follows:
 Arts Education: BC Arts and Literacy Centre Society;
 Artistic Innovation: Jeanette G. Lee;
 Business and the Arts: RBC Royal Bank;
 Volunteerism: Nes and Tonette Gatus;
 Youth Arts: Shirley Liu;
 Cultural Leadership: Gateway Theatre.
Mayor Brodie presided over the ceremony, which was
attended by approximately 100 people. Special guests
included Creative City Network Canada President, Ian
Forsyth; classical Indian dancer, Sudnya Mulye and young
musicians from the YC Chinese Orchestra and Richmond
Delta Youth Orchestra.

City of Richmond
Culture Days 1

3 4

5

The fourth annual Culture Days, from September 27 to 29,
was an astounding success with Richmond continuing to
be recognized as a leader in this Canada-wide movement
to raise awareness, accessibility, participation and
engagement in the arts with free, hands-on and interactive
activities. In fact, when the national Culture Days ofﬁce
released their “Top Ten” lists, Richmond was named the #1
“Regional or Belt City” for the total number of registered
Culture Days activities in 2013, and #3 in the overall Top
Ten ranking of all Canadian cities, behind Winnipeg and
Toronto.
With a record 90 activities registered at www.culturedays.ca
(more than anywhere else in BC), residents were invited
to learn about and experience the world of textile arts,
culinary arts, theatre, photography, music, dance, sculpture
and more. Attendance over the three days was estimated
at 5,000, despite a weekend of rain and wind warnings.
Participating artists and cultural organizations reported
satisfaction with the program that provided free
promotional materials and advertising support. 96% of
those surveyed said they would do it again next year and
that it was “appreciated by attendees”.
Resident Art Group Showcase, Culture Days

Arts and Culture Grant Program 1

5

The City’s 2013 Arts and Culture Grants Program was
implemented to strengthen the infrastructure of arts
and culture organizations, increase the investment in
arts opportunities, show support for the careers of local
artists and support a wide range of artistic and cultural
activity. The program offers two types of grants: Project
Assistance and Operating Assistance to registered nonproﬁt arts and culture organizations. In its second year, on
February 12, Council approved the distribution of $94,300.
A total of $71,200 in Operating Assistance was distributed
to nine recipients and $23,100 in Project Assistance was
distributed to nine recipients. Over the summer, each of
the grant recipients met individually with staff to discuss
the progress of their programs and share feedback about
the grant application process.
The 2014 Arts and Culture Grant Program featured a new
online application process.

Promotion for Culture Days has also shown impressive
growth over its four years, from its original rack card in
2011, to most recently in 2013, a 16-page illustrated guide
with activity descriptions, city maps and transit routes to
a record 35 locations. For the ﬁrst time, street banners
were seen in the Minoru precinct as well as Steveston
Village. And, the Richmond Review continued their media
sponsorship with an ad campaign that peaked with an
eight-page pull-out guide inside the fourth annual Fall Arts
& Culture issue proﬁling a wide range of arts and cultural
events.

Minoru Chapel Opera 2

3 4

This series featuring classic opera music performed in the
historic Minoru Chapel presented a spring and fall season
this year, with both matinee and evening performances.
In March, April and May, audiences enjoyed Rigoletto
performed by Burnaby Lyric Opera, An Opera Tea
presentation by Vancouver Opera and La Fille du Régiment
by Opera di Concertisti. In October, November and
December the chapel presented La Traviata by Opera di
Concertisti, a concert devoted to the works of Puccini by
City Opera Vancouver and an evening of opera highlights
including holiday-themed surprises by Vancouver Opera.

5
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Writer-in-Residence 1

3 4

In the fall, Richmond hosted its second Writer-in-Residence
program at the Richmond Public Library, Richmond Arts
Centre and Minoru Place Activity Centre. Award-winning
author Nancy Lee led a series of events in October and
November that gave Richmond residents the opportunity
to engage with a professional author. The program
opened with a public reading, Q&A and launch event on
September 27 (as part of Culture Days) where four free
upcoming programs were introduced: Short Fiction and
Memoir writing for ESL Writers (which was increased from
three sessions to four and culminated in a public event
with participants reading from their published chapbook
on November 20), Portfolio Classes for Teen Writers for
emerging authors considering a writing career, Postcard
Memoirs for Seniors and Manuscript Consultations for
16 local aspiring authors to have samples of their writing
evaluated and discussed one-on-one with Nancy.

Roving Performers, Richmond Maritime Festival
Credit: Jennifer Strang
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10th Annual Richmond Maritime Festival

2 3 4

5

In its tenth incarnation and third year as a multi-faceted
large-scale cultural event, the Richmond Maritime Festival
at Britannia Shipyards National Historic Site delighted
an estimated 40,000 attendees from August 9–11.
The heritage site was transformed with inventive art
installations, roving performers, unusual characters, staged
events and many creative interactive activities involving
local artists and guilds. The often ﬁlmed tall ship Lady
Washington was the star attraction on the dock, moored
alongside many other wooden vessels. An ofﬁcial Guinness
World Record was set on the Friday evening when 180
visitors gathered to sing Row, Row, Row Your Boat in a
singing relay (one word at a time). The festival attracted
sponsorship support of $104,000 in cash and over $8,000
in-kind support.

City of Richmond

Richmond Art Gallery
Richmond Art Gallery is a nationally recognized municipal
gallery known for its diverse array of exhibitions on issues
and ideas of importance to our community, featuring
Canadian and international artists. Richmond Art Gallery
exhibitions and public educational events contribute to the
growth of a vibrant cultural community in Richmond.

Exhibitions 3 4
The Richmond Art Gallery presented six exhibitions
(accompanied by educational events that illuminated issues
underlying the work) in 2013, representing emerging
to senior artists, locally and across Canada, to bring
a multiplicity of contemporary issues and practices to
Richmond.

Landed
June 28–August 18, 2013
Landed represented the ﬁrst exhibition of Turkish artist
Esra Ersen’s work in Canada. In her two video-based
installations, I am Turkish, I am Honest, I am Diligent…
and Passengers, Ersen explored social behaviour and its
underlying determinants, themes that have been the focus
of her photographic, video and installation work for over a
decade. Working with various communities, such as school
children in Germany and Korea, or a particular immigrant
community in Istanbul, Ersen creates situations or
conditions for her investigations, examining how identities
are shaped and transformed across national, cultural and
linguistic boundaries.
Attendance: 2,052.

Andante (a walking pace)
January 27–April 1, 2013
Common to the artworks in this group exhibition was
the seemingly ordinary activity of walking. Working in a
range of media, including photography, woven textiles,
audio-visual media, sculpture and installation, artists
Cheryl L’Hirondelle, Mike Andrew McLean, Haruko Okano,
Ruth Scheuing and Until We Have A Helicopter (UWHAH,
the collaborative entity of artists Wes Cameron and
Matthew Robertson), used the theme of walking to
examine our surroundings, literally and imaginatively. The
works are conceived as a conceptual practice, a process
from which emerge diverse narratives reﬂecting the artists’
responses to the various urban and rural landscapes they
move in.
Attendance: 2,000.
Materially speaking
April 14–June 9, 2013
Materiality and craft methodologies were featured
prominently in the object-based works of the four artists
included in Materially speaking. Ranging from emerging
to senior practitioners, artists Jen Aitken, Lou Lynn,
Brendan Satish Lee Tang and Julie York employ traditional
and non-traditional craft methodologies while working in
clay, paper, textiles (including non-woven vinyl), bronze
and glass. Their works foreground questions of labour,
craft, skill and value while demonstrating how objects
embody meaning and comment on notions of hybridity,
identity, the body and perception. While conceptually very
different, all borrow from craft processes to address ideas
of history, functionality and materiality. The exhibition
was curated by the Gallery Curator and accompanied by a
brochure with an essay by Nicole Burisch.
Attendance: 2,653.

Installation view, Andante (a walking pace) Cheryl L’Hirondelle,
Mike Andrew McLean, Haruko Okano, Ruth Scheuing, Until We Have A
Helicopter, February 2013, Richmond Art Gallery
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Fictive Realities
September 7–November 3, 2013
Group show curated by Paul Walde.
Fictive Realities presented new work by ﬁve artists
(Michelle Gay, Doug Jarvis, Peter Morin, Steve Lyons,
Lee Henderson) working in such technologies as interactive
digital projection, artware, video mediated sculptural
installation, as well as old fashioned storytelling. The
exhibition literally and ﬁguratively projected alternate
visions of our reality, while drawing attention to the
ﬁctions we inhabit in our everyday lives.
Attendance: 2,064.
VERB WOMAN: the wall is in my head/
a dance of forgetting
November 17, 2013–January 12, 2014
Governor-General Award Winner Margaret Dragu
presented her ﬁrst Gallery-based solo exhibition. VERB
WOMAN: the wall is in my head/a dance of forgetting
included a new video work as well as performance videos
and interactive props. Exploring conﬂict and forgetting
within public and private contexts, Dragu’s lens focuses on
footage from Berlin and Belfast as well as documentation
from her 2009–2011 performances of VERB WOMAN: a
dance of forgetting.

Memory: International Mail Art Exhibition and Swap:
November 17, 2013–January 12, 2014
Mail Art (aka Postal or Correspondence Art) is a longstanding non-commercial art practice where artists
collaborate and exchange artworks through the postal
service. Over 650 artists from over 45 countries working
in a variety of art media contributed to this exhibition,
mailing in 4”x 6” artworks based on the theme of
“memory”. All submissions received were part of an online
gallery at www.richmondartgallery.org to showcase the
great variety of artists and artworks involved in this large
international network.
The Mall Art Exhibition was held in tandem with VERB
WOMEN.
Attendance for both exhibitions: 2,300.

Lou Lynn, Tools as Artifacts, (detail), glass and bronze, dimensions/installations 3’ x 34’ running feet, Materially Speaking exhibition April 2013, Richmond Art Gallery
Credit: Janet Dwyer
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Related Programming
Artist Interviews on Video

Conversation Lounge

3 4

For each exhibition the Gallery produces video interviews
of the artists talking about their work. In 2013, the Gallery
produced ﬁve video interviews:
 Cheryl L’Hirondelle, Michael Andrew McLean,
Haruko Okano, Ruth Scheuing, and Until We Have A
Helicopter for Andante (a walking pace);
 Jen Aitken, Lou Lynn, and Brendan Lee Satish Tang for
Materially speaking;
 Esra Ersen for Landed;
 Michelle Gay, Lee Henderson, Doug Jarvis, Steve Lyons,
Peter Morin and Guest Curator Paul Walde for Fictive
Realities;
 Margaret Dragu for VERB WOMAN: the wall is in my
head/a dance of forgetting.
Screening throughout the day, these short videos are
popular with visitors who want to know more about the
artists who exhibit in the Gallery and they provide further
insight on the artists’ ideas and processes. This signiﬁcant
initiative is made available to the wider public via YouTube
and contributes to the cumulative history of Canadian art.
Artist Talks

3 4

In a new program developed by the Gallery’s Outreach
Coordinator, the Gallery hosted Conversation Lounges
for community groups during Esra Ersen’s exhibition.
Groups were introduced to Ersen’s videos and participated
in a conversation, in both English and Mandarin, about
Ersen’s themes and how they related to their personal
experiences.
Panel Discussions and Presentations

3 4

The Gallery held its ﬁrst Talkback Session, an evening
featuring local artists’ responses to the Gallery exhibition,
during the Landed exhibition. Taiwanese indigenous artist,
Pisui Ciyo and local Turkish immigrant artist, Sebnem
Ozpeta, responded to the exhibition and discussed their
own art practice in relation to the themes of immigration
and cultural stereotypes.
Walk, Tour and Talk: In connection with the exhibition
Andante (a walking pace), 40 Walk Richmond participants
were invited to the Art Gallery for a gallery tour and a talk
by podiatrist Dr. Marc Lindy following a walk in nearby
Minoru Park.

3 4

The Gallery regularly organizes artist talks with exhibiting
artists, who speak of their artistic development and their
current work. In 2013, the artists in the group shows
Andante (a walking pace) and Materially speaking gave
short talks on their works in the exhibition. These were
well attended, averaging 50 people per talk. In addition
to participating in the group tour, in a separate program,
artists Brendan Lee Satish Tang and Julie York gave
extended Artist Talks, each discussing the role of ceramics
in contemporary art within the context of their own artistic
practices. The talk, attended by 20 people, was followed
by a social meet and greet with the Gallery Director.
Esra Ersen presented a talk during her opening reception,
providing an opportunity for the public to meet with this
international artist. The artists and guest curator in Fictive
Realties hosted a Panel Discussion to discuss their works
in the exhibition, which led to an interesting conversation
on how artists and scientists both work with theories of
reality, unreality, and imagination. In conjunction with
her exhibition, Verb Woman, Margaret Dragu conducted
chance performances on three Sundays, talking to groups
from Kwantlen University, Women’s Resource Centre
Grandmother’s Group, Cinevolution Media Arts Society
and CHIMO ESL.

Curator discussion, Andante (a walking pace) exhibition,
Richmond Art Gallery
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Film Screenings

3 4

puujee: During the Andante (a walking pace) exhibition,
the Gallery hosted a free screening of this Japanese
documentary that was attended by 25 people. The ﬁlm
follows the story of Puujee, a little nomad girl, for ﬁve
years as life in Mongolia changes drastically in the age of
globalization.
Ai Weiwei: Never Sorry: During the Materially speaking
exhibition, the Gallery hosted a sold-out ﬁlm screening
(82 audience members) of an art documentary on wellknown Chinese contemporary artist Ai Weiwei. The ﬁlm
examines the complex intersection of Ai Weiwei’s artistic
practice and social activism as seen through his life and art.
A discussion followed on the ﬁlm and its relevance to the
Gallery exhibition.
Sphinxes Without Secrets: Female Performance
Artists Speak Out: During the exhibition Verb Woman,
the Gallery hosted a ﬁlm about female performance artists
followed by a discussion with audience members led by
Margaret Dragu and the Gallery Curator.

Outreach 2

3 4

Ongoing Public Programs
In addition to the many programs offered in conjunction
with our exhibitions, the Gallery presents a variety of
opportunities for the public to appreciate and learn about
art. Programs are developed to offer different entry points,
depending on the visitor’s comfort level and learning style.
Art Workshops for Adults

3 4

In addition to the Gallery’s highly successful children’s
art programming, 2013 saw a focus on offering more
workshops for adults.
 Creative Practice Talk/Workshop—Vjeko Sager, an
instructor at Emily Carr University of Art and Design,
presented a talk and taught a four session workshop
on “Creative Practice.” The workshop was designed
to appeal to Richmond’s immigrant community, and
encouraged students to be perceptive and adventurous
as they learned to liberate their imaginations.
 Mail Art Workshops—In connection to the
International Mail Art Exhibition and Swap, the Gallery
offered a series of hands-on workshops on creating
Mail Art. Local artist Laura Bucci hosted a workshop to
examine the history of Mail Art. Participants worked on
a variety of mixed-media collage techniques to create
their own mail art for the upcoming exhibit.

City Hall Galleria
As part of its community outreach program, the Richmond
Art Gallery helps to organize exhibitions of quality artwork
by local artists for display off-site at Richmond City Hall. In
2013 the Gallery mounted work by:
 Carolina de la Cajiga, Post-Modern Glyphs, January 15
to February 26, 2013;
 Richmond Printmakers Group, February 26 to
April 9, 2013;
 Carolyn L. Hamley, April 9 to May 21, 2013;
 Lisa Ochowycz, May 21 to August 20, 2013;
 Haitao Yin, August 20 to October 1, 2013;
 The Richmond Society for Community Living, October 1
to November 13.
Art About Finn Slough Exhibition—
Richmond Cultural Centre Atrium
March 14–17, 2013
2013 was the thirteenth year the Gallery has partnered
with Finn Slough Heritage and Wetlands Society in
presenting this popular exhibition. This year’s theme was
Small is Beautiful and Historic, Celebrating the Big River
and the Small Village. Fifty artists participated and over
400 visitors attended the four-day exhibition.
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Installation view Mail Art Exhibition November, 2013–January 2014
Richmond Art Gallery
Credit: Wayne Worden

City of Richmond
 Pick up a Pencil—Due to the success of this
summer program, in 2013 the Gallery revived its free
drop-in drawing program for adults as a monthly
program. Local artist Tony Yin Tak Chu leads drawing
demonstrations every 30 minutes, encouraging
participants to draw from the artworks in the gallery
while learning new drawing techniques. This program
is offered in both English and Mandarin, engaging new
immigrant participants looking for a space to socialize
while they learn about art.
 Tear it Up! Collage Night—Once per month, the
Gallery hosts an open studio time for adults to make
collages, montages, and mash-ups. This program has
partnered with the Richmond Youth Media Program,
encouraging youth to provide music or digital visuals as
the backdrop to the event. The event averages 20–30
participants each month, varying in ages from 16–70,
who all work together to share ideas and materials.
The November session included a slide show of all the
artworks made by participants throughout the year, and
artist Margaret Dragu participated with attendees in
creating performance art pieces.
Children’s Art Festival

1

3 4 5

Over 400 children participated in drop-in and structured
art workshops held during the week of the Children’s
Art Festival in February. The drop-in sessions provided
instruction for families and children of all ages to try their
hand at drawing animated ﬁgures. The workshops held
throughout the week for primary and intermediate classes
were intensive introductions to painting and drawing
based on the exhibition in the gallery.
Family Sunday

3 4

Family Sunday is a free drop-in art program held from
January to November on the fourth Sunday of the month
that offers families the opportunity to explore art making
together. This popular program, sponsored by RBC
Foundation, provides skill-building opportunities for ten to
twelve creative and highly motivated volunteer Richmond
high school students who run the program, and three
to four young adults who mentor the teens and gain
experience in developing art education programming.
Attendance: 150–200 parents and children per session.

RAG Youth Podcast Program

3 4

The Richmond Community Foundation has provided new
funding for the RAG Youth Podcast Program, which began
in September 2013 and will run until June 2014. This
program, a partnership between the Richmond Art Gallery
and Richmond Media Lab, recruits Richmond teens who
are interested in visual and media arts, and offers them a
unique opportunity to learn how to develop and create
their own audio podcast. The podcasts are published on
the Gallery’s iTunes page, and feature an in-depth look at
Gallery exhibitions from a youth perspective.
Morning Tea with the Curator

3 4

This new program is a social event for adults and seniors,
with the Gallery providing tea and baked goods as part
of a tour and discussion led by Gallery staff. This free
drop-in program has started to gain momentum, as
more people come once per exhibition to learn about
the current exhibition and discuss ideas about artists and
contemporary art.

School Art Program 1

3 4

The Richmond Art Gallery School Art Program provides
hands-on art experiences for young artists. The program
introduces students from Preschool to Grade 7 to the
exciting world of contemporary art through interactive
gallery tours and exhibition-based, hands-on art activities.
The Gallery receives annual funding for the School Art
Program from TD Bank Group.
From January to December, 119 school tours and
workshops were conducted, representing 2,794 students
from all over the Lower Mainland, including Richmond,
Vancouver, Surrey, and Delta. The Gallery also provided
four professional development days for teachers, with 73
teachers attending. These attendance numbers represent
a thirty per cent increase in school visits to the gallery over
the previous two years.
This year, the School Art Program partnered with the
UBC Faculty of Education in their Community-Based Field
Experience program. This program pairs students from the
Teacher Education program with community organizations
to allow teacher candidates to gain experience in teaching
environments outside the traditional classroom.
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Partnerships 1

3 4

5

The Richmond Art Gallery has developed and continues
to consolidate relationships with numerous community
partners such as the Richmond Women’s Resource
Centre (and their Chinese Grandmothers’ group), Your
Kontinent: Richmond International Film and Media Arts
Festival, Richmond School District, Richmond Multicultural
Concerns Society, Immigration Settlement Services
BC, Richmond Chinese Community Society, Richmond
Society for Community Living, Finn Slough Heritage and
Wetlands Society, City of Richmond Diversity Services,
Richmond Youth Media Program, Richmond Arts Centre,
Richmond Public Library, Richmond Museum, Richmond
Public Art Program, and UBC Faculty of Education. These
partnerships allow the Gallery to create mutually beneﬁcial
opportunities for audience crossover, resource sharing
and cooperative programming and help to extend the
understanding of art’s signiﬁcance in everyday life.

Funding 1

3 5

The Gallery beneﬁts from the support of many
organizations. In 2013, the Gallery received assistance
from:
 BC Arts Council, Annual Arts Operating Assistance:
$20,750;
 BC Community Gaming Grant: $47,000;
 City of Richmond, Arts and Culture Grant for Chinese
Outreach Program: $5,000;
 G&F Financial, Community Outreach: $10,000;
 Canadian Western Bank, Exhibition support: $20,000;
 artsVest Vancouver (run by Business for the Arts with
the support of the Government of BC and Canadian
Heritage): $14,540;
 TD Bank Group for the School Art Program: $12,000;
 RBC Foundation for the Family Sunday Program:
$11,000;
 Richmond Community Foundation for the Podcast
Program: $8,000;
 Metro Vancouver Cultural Grant for new Artists’ Video
project: $5,000;
 YVR Airport Authority for Interweavings exhibition:
$10,000;
 Sheraton Vancouver Hotel: in-kind donation;
 Westin Wall Centre Vancouver Airport Hotel: in-kind
donation;
 Peller Estates: in-kind donation;
 PriceSmart Foods, Richmond: in-kind donation of gift
cards.

Family Sunday Program, Richmond Art Gallery
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Public Art Program
Public art contributes to the Council Term Goal to build
culturally rich public spaces across Richmond through a
commitment to strong urban design, investment in public
art and place making. Public art plays an important role in
achieving this goal and advancing the strategic directions
set out in the Richmond Arts Strategy 2012–2017—to
strengthen and support the arts community, broaden the
diversity of arts experiences and opportunities, and expand
public awareness and understanding of the arts.

Installations 1

2 3 4

5

Public art installed throughout Richmond in 2013 includes:
 Duomo and Simulator-Neurostar
This collaborative student-teacher project between Emily
Carr University of Art and Design instructor Landon
Mackenzie and student Gaila Kwenty is installed at the
Lansdowne Art Columns. The paintings transposed to
the two Art Columns resonate with each other, one
suggesting day and the other suggesting night, and
both depicting ideas about travel, both in outer space
and across cultures on earth.
 Rainbow Caihong Niji, by Richmond artist Ted Yadeta
Created using trafﬁc sign materials and processes to add
an artistic element to the trafﬁc safety railing located
in the No. 3 Road median between Cambie Road and

Browngate Road, three hundred painted aluminum
panels were installed between the vertical pickets
of the railing by City Public Works crews. The name
Rainbow Caihong Niji was chosen by the artist to reﬂect
the community of Richmond; Caihong is Traditional
Chinese for Rainbow, while Niji is Japanese for Rainbow.
Fully translated into English, the name of the piece is
Rainbow, Rainbow, Rainbow, the title reﬂective of the
repetitive nature of the street signs.
 Back on Track by artist Mia Weinberg
This representation of the Steveston Interurban Tram
Map was installed on the entrance plaza for the
Steveston Tram Building. This didactic artwork highlights
the route of the Interurban Tram through Richmond,
from Vancouver to Steveston, based on a 1956 tram
map.
 Transitions
This collaborative art collection of seventeen digitally
printed photographic images, displayed at the Richmond
Cultural Centre in June 2013, includes photos taken by
clients of Transitions and the Anne Vogel Clinic. Four
of the photos were created by Tiana Kaczor based on
stories she heard from people during meetings at the
two clinics. This artwork is thus not only the physical
images, but the year long process of collaboration
between the artist, Tiana, and the clients and staff of
the two Vancouver Coastal Health clinics.

Duomo and Simulator-Neurostar, Landon Mackenzie and Gaila Kwenty, 2013
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 Current, by artist Andrea Sirois
The artwork installed on the Alexandra District Energy
Utility Building, Richmond’s ﬁrst geothermal energy
facility, is a visual story that echoes the theme of
water as energy. Photographic images depict water
ﬂowing around the building’s exterior, symbolizing the
geothermal energy that is literally ﬂowing below.
 made in china, by Nancy Chew and Jacqueline Metz,
sponsored by Appia Group of Companies
Set on each of the ﬁve low walls facing the walkway
at the entrance to the Prado residential tower at
8180 Lansdowne Road is a dragon, traditionally a
benevolent and auspicious symbol. These dragons
recall the magniﬁcent stone and bronze sculptures of
old China, yet a more direct reference is to the massproduced ephemera of the modern era.
 StoreFront: objects of desire, by artist-in-residence
Nicole Dextras
In this temporary display in Lansdowne Shopping
Centre, garments were created from fresh and dried
plant materials and displayed in storefront windows.
In four accompanying public performances, the
Mobile Garden Dress was animated by an actor who
engaged shoppers in conversations about edible plants,
culminating in a salad making activity using vegetables
and herbs from her dress.

Current, Andrea Sirois, 2013
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 Chan’s Cabinet of Curiosities, by Vancouver-based artist
Vivian Chan
This work, installed from September 23 to 29 in the
Atrium at the Richmond Cultural Centre, was created
to invite audience participation and dialogue. Small
ceramic objects made by the artist were on display, but
transformed every day when visitors were allowed to
exchange their own ceramic object with an object in the
“cabinet”.
 WELCOME: a mobile sculptural performance, presented
by Vancouver-based artist, Leah Weinstein
This work blurred the line between contemporary art
and everyday life in Richmond. Leah and her troupe of
dancers presented at three performance sites: Gulf of
Georgia Cannery, Aberdeen Centre, and Terra Nova
Park on September 27, 28, and 29, respectively.
 Memento by Victoria-based artist Elizabeth Wellburn
Six glass-on-glass mosaics were installed at the
Richmond Recycling Depot in collaboration with City
Works Yard staff. The mosaic elements include slumped
and/or tumbled recycled glass from a range of sources,
including glass that had been collected from the
Richmond Recycling Depot.

City of Richmond
 Rookery and Roost by Erick James, sponsored by Oris
Development Corp.
The ﬁrst phase of this artwork was installed on
October 11 over the entrance trellis and along the fence
of the new West Cambie Children’s Centre at the Remy
development at 9388 Cambie Road. The metal origami
birds celebrate Richmond’s Asian culture while focusing
on its rich biodiversity of birds.
 Travel, Transience, and Place, Canada Line Art Columns
Exhibit 7
The exhibition features works by twelve Emily Carr
University of Art and Design students, selected by
faculty members Diyan Achjadi and Jane Sojin Kim. The
artworks respond to the ﬂeeting nature of travel and its
impact on a sense of place.
 stillness & motion by Nancy Chew and Jacqueline Metz,
sponsored by Hillsboro Investments, Ltd.
Created for the ﬁrst phase of the ASPAC River Green
development west of the Richmond Olympic Oval, this
three part artwork is comprised of translucent imagery
on the glass facades of the pedestrian bridge at the
terminus of the east-west promenade within the Village
Green development.
 Tugboat by Sara Graham, sponsored by Legacy Parks
Lands Ltd.
Installed at 14000 Riverport Way, this large bright
yellow one-inch thick aluminum sheet has been
water-jet cut to create a three dimensional image of a
tugboat. Set adjacent to the East Richmond Dyke Trail,
it overlooks the Fraser River and the actual tugboat river
trafﬁc.
 Lulu Suite: 17 Films for 17 Islands by Deanne Achong
and Faith Moosang
This series of 17 ﬁlms, created by reworking 20th century
archival ﬁlms and footage, texts, maps and photographs
that pertain to Richmond, is presented as a video wall
installation at the Richmond Olympic Oval.
Other projects in progress:

StoreFront: objects of desire, Nicole Dextras, 2013

 West Richmond Community Centre with community
artist Jeanette Lee;
 Float by Mark Ashby and Kim Cooper, Centro Terrawest
Development;
 Words, No. 1 Road Drainage Pump Station,
Spul’u’kwuks Elementary School children with
Joanne Arnott, facilitator;
 Brighouse Art Plinth, Canada Line Station, Artist
Selection in progress.
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Conservation and Maintenance

PechaKucha Night Richmond 2

Appraisal and Conservator reports were commissioned
by the City in 2012. As a consequence of these reports,
priorities have been established for the care and
maintenance of artworks within the Public Art Program.
For 2013, cleaning of Portals to the Future, Perigeal Raft,
The River, Steveston’s Legacy, Wind, Octopus’ Garden,
House of Roots, Interurban Map, and Span has been
completed. Repairs were made to Water Sky Garden and
Katsura Gate.

Following the success of the inaugural Richmond
PechaKucha Night presented during Culture Days 2012,
the Public Art Program has become an ofﬁcial PechaKucha
City. These events are informal and fun gatherings where
creative people get together and share their ideas, works,
and thoughts in a simple presentation format. Each
presenter shows 20 images, each for 20 seconds and talks
about their work.

Community Public Art Program 2

3 4

Six unusual and varied art projects were completed in 2013
though the Community Public Art Program, including four
projects through the Art in Unexpected Places initiative
where artists were invited to suggest projects emphasizing
unusual or unconventional locations throughout Richmond.
Four of these works were temporary interactive projects:
Vivian Chan’s Cabinet of Curiosities, Neworld Theatre’s
Etienne, a PodPlay, WELCOME: A Mobile Sculptural
Performance by Leah Weinstein and StoreFront: objects
of desire, by Nicole Dextras, a temporary window display
and engaging performance work sponsored by Lansdowne
Shopping Centre. Films documenting these projects are
displayed on the City web site and a series of postcards
were produced to promote these events. Memento, by
Elizabeth Wellburn, was installed in a permanent location
at the entrance to the Richmond Recycling Depot and
Transitions was displayed at the Richmond Cultural Centre
for a special exhibition and opening event in June 2013.

3 4

Vol.1
An audience of over 60 persons packed Rocanini’s Cafe in
Steveston during Doors Open May 3, 2013 for Richmond
PechaKucha Night Vol.1. There were nine presentations
by local and regional artists with a focus on the history
of Richmond, from the perspective of geologic time to
personal histories and experiences in the lives of Richmond
residents.
Vol.2
Identities was the theme for the second 2013 Pecha Kucha
Night, held July 12 at the Richmond Cultural Centre. This
event coincided with the opening of the Esra Ersen’s
exhibition Landed at the Richmond Art Gallery. Ersen’s
artwork focuses on the exploration of social behaviour—
the way identities are shaped and transformed across
national, cultural, linguistic and intimate boundaries. An
audience of over 100 heard artists working in ﬁlm, theatre,
ﬁne art and multimedia speak to the theme of identity.
Vol.3
September 28 at the Richmond Cultural Centre, was an
evening of creative and thought provoking presentations
from 10 artists on the theme of “New Worlds”,
complementing the Richmond Art Gallery exhibition Fictive
Realities.
Vol.4
Trains, Planes and Automobiles was the theme of the
ﬁnal PechaKucha night for 2013, held November 1 at
the Richmond Cultural Centre. Richmond is home to
YVR International Airport, the Canada Line, historic
tram lines and is characterized by an urban landscape
that owes much of its design to the automobile. The
evening featured presentations by municipal government
representatives, transportation professionals, public artists
and designers on the past, present and the future of civic
transportation infrastructure in Richmond.

Etienne, a PodPlay, Neworld Theatre, 2013

16

City of Richmond
Public Art Program Policy Development

1

2 4

In November 2013, Council endorsed the most recent of
the Program’s local area public art plans. The Alexandra
Neighbourhood Public Art Plan builds on the history and
ecology of the Alexandra Neighbourhood of West Cambie
to provide a thematic framework for the creation of public
art to enrich this emerging community. Opportunities
are identiﬁed for public art to play a role in achieving a
connected community.

Richmond Public Art Program 2012 Annual Report

1

2 3 4

5

In May 2013, Council received the Richmond Public
Art Program’s 2012 Annual Report and the proposed
Public Art Advisory Committee’s 2013 Work Plan, which
demonstrate a high level of professionalism, volunteerism
and commitment to public art in Richmond. The Annual
Report highlights the key activities and achievements of
the City ’s Public Art Program through civic, community
and private development programs in 2012. The
Committee’s Work Plan outlined the proposed work tasks
for the volunteer committee for 2013. The Richmond
Public Art Advisory Committee, as a Council appointed
advisory Committee, advises on all aspects of public art
policy, planning, education and promotion, including the
allocation of funds from the City’s designated Public Art
Reserve.

Tugboat, Sara Graham, 2013
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Roving performer, Richmond Maritime Festival
Credit: Jennifer Strang
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Piano Recital, Richmond Cultural Centre

19

2013 Arts Update

Luisa Jojic (L) and John Ng(R) in Sisters
Credit: David Cooper
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Memento, Elizabeth Wellburn, 2013
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Richmond Arts Centre
Encouraging customers to “live with imagination”, the
Arts Centre delivers a wide variety of arts experiences
including education programs taught by accomplished arts
instructors. The Centre also hosts several events and is
home to a number of Resident Art Groups.

Arts Education Programs 1

2 3 4

School year and seasonal programs combined for a total
of 8,482 registrations in 2013, with approximately 60,000
facility visits. There was continued growth in registrations
for adult programs with 64% more adults registered in
fall programs in 2013 than in fall 2012. To provide more
opportunities for adults to experience the arts, new classes
were programmed in Mixed Media and an additional Adult
Ballet class was added in the evenings.
Seasonal Programs
The Arts Centre continues to focus on developing a range
of arts programming including the addition of new courses
and partnerships. Highlights include:
 Chinese Brush Painting for adults (partnership with
Richmond Chinese Painting and Calligraphy);
 Jazz Dance Master Class with Stephanie Johnson and
Elizabeth Burke;
 Hip Hop class with Hamilton Community Centre;
 Drama and visual arts program for schools with the
Richmond Art Gallery;

School Year Programs 1

3 4

The School Year Dance and Musical Theatre Programs
continue to be extremely popular with strong registrations
and waitlisted classes. 474 students were registered in the
school year programs for 2013. Preschool ballet classes saw
a 54% increase in registration from the previous year. New
school year programs, including several levels of Tap Dance
and a continuing level of Musical Theatre, were offered to
diversify program offerings and provide more opportunities
for students.
Winter Music Recitals
The Winter Music Recitals were held on December 7 and
8 in the Performance Hall at the Cultural Centre. Students
in voice and piano performed for 115 family and friends.
The addition of a new grand piano for the Performance
Hall at the Richmond Cultural Centre will allow students to
have performance opportunities throughout the year and
increase the level of education being offered through the
programs.
RAC Year End Recital
The recital continues to be a major event for the Arts
Centre. This year’s theme at the Gateway Theatre was
Enchanted Storybook and included elaborate props
and visual art from Arts Centre students. 415 dancers
participated in the three recitals to approximately 1,400
audience members. Fifty-six volunteers assisted behind the
scenes.

 Sports and Arts camp with Minoru Arenas;
 Earth Day workshops on the Rooftop Garden.
Outreach/Arts Truck
The Arts Truck provided a variety of free classes and
drop-in arts activities to communities who otherwise may
not have access to programs, including ﬁve classes for the
Richmond Centre for Disability (RCD) and three classes
for New Step Consultation Services. In the summer, arts
activities were offered through the Arts Truck for City
Centre Community Centre’s Concerts in the Park and
Movies in the Park. The Arts Centre also presented Seuss
Town in partnership with the Richmond Public Library,
featuring a full week of arts and literacy programming
based around Dr. Seuss’ books. Approximately 450
individuals participated.

Resident Art Group Showcase, Culture Days
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Richmond Youth Dance Company

2 3 4

The Richmond Youth Dance Company (RYDC) remains
a cornerstone of the dance program at the Arts Centre.
After completing an intensive boot camp at the end of the
summer, the RYDC dancers worked with a series of guest
artists, including Farley Johansson (Ballet), Vanessa ColeyDonohue (Contemporary Dance) and Megan Phillips
(Musical Theatre). This allowed the RYDC dancers to
expand their dance knowledge and technique through the
exposure to these talented and diverse guest artists.
Twenty-one dancers aged 9–17 years presented RYDC’s
third full production, Omilia, in the Performance Hall
of the Cultural Centre from March 7–9. 162 audience
members enjoyed three performances, two of which were
sold out. New elements in the show included the Delta
Youth Orchestra who played live music for the production
and an intricate lighting design thanks to the equipment
in the renovated Performance Hall. The Company also
performed at the Delta Youth Orchestra’s Winter Concert,
the Winter Showcase at the Minoru Place Activity Centre
and the Squamish First Nations Christmas Celebration on
December 14.

Rooftop Garden 2

3 4

The Rooftop Garden is blossoming into a vibrant seasonal
venue and programming space, fulﬁlling the vision that
spurned its creation just two short years ago. Over 120
pounds of vegetables were harvested in spring and
summer and were used by the Minoru Place Activity
Centre’s subsidized cafeteria.
In 2013, 298 students participated in 17 classes which
included gardening, art and clay glaze programs. Events
which took place included; Doors Open, Public Art
Transitions Opening, Gateway Literary Arts Symposium,
Chinese Multicultural Festival, Your Kontinent: Richmond
International Film and Media Arts Festival and the
Cinevolution Volunteer Appreciation Event. During Culture
Days, two free workshops were offered: Singing with the
Backyard Birds and Making Herbal Tea, and free Earth Day
workshops were also held in the garden.

Resident Art Groups 1

3 4

The Richmond Arts Centre provides annual access to studio
space and administrative support to 13 local Resident Art
Groups and community partners throughout the year. In
2013, the Richmond Arts Centre saw 3,879 of studio hours
booked.
One highlight was the August unveiling of 100 quilts that
the Textile Arts Guild of Richmond created and donated to
the Lions Manor in order to bring comfort to the seniors
who moved to their new location in the fall.
Winter Showcase
For the third year in a row, representatives of the Resident
Art Groups demonstrated a wide variety of local artist
creations including paintings, photos, pottery, fabrics and
textiles. The single day event on February 2 at the Richmond
Cultural Centre saw 150 members of the public participate.
In 2013, the Winter Showcase made a successful move
to Culture Days in order to capitalize on the umbrella
marketing campaign as well as higher potential
attendance. As a result, public participation doubled to
300 participants putting the showcase attendance for the
year at 450.

Richmond Youth Dance Company, Year End Showcase
Credit: GTFX
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Public Programs
Music in the Rotunda

3 4

Throughout 2013, local musicians Dan Propp, Robert
Fillo and Billy Berns provided free music performances in
the Cultural Centre rotunda area on select Wednesday
evenings and Saturday afternoons. Ten performances,
each running three hours, delighted hundreds of patrons
utilizing services in the Richmond Cultural Centre.
Children’s Arts Festival

1

3 4 5

In partnership with the BC Centre for Arts and Literacy, the
2013 Children’s Arts Festival was held from February 11–15.
An added element was the opening of the festival on the
new civic holiday, Family Day. Over the course of the ﬁveday event, over 8,000 children and their families attended
the festival or participated in the outreach programs.
As in previous years, the festival focused on engaging
children aged 5–12 in hands-on instruction with
professional artist instructors. Creativity classes included
Clay, Acrylics on Canvas, Aboriginal Beading, Circus,
Creative Dance, Drama, Glee, Puppet Making, Cartooning,
Filmmaking, Art Mash-up, Guitar, Drumming, Charcoal
Portraits, Aboriginal Totem Pole Shadow Boxes and Digital
Photography. Several Imagination Stations offered hands
on arts activities while live performers entertained adults
and children. New elements included feature performances
by bestselling children’s author, Eric Litwin and school
outreach programs delivered by author Linda Bailey.
The Richmond Public Library continued to be a presenting
partner. Minoru Arenas and Minoru Aquatic Centre
offered complementary Family Day programming while
the Richmond Museum and Art Gallery provided drop-in
activities. Sponsors included Richmond Centre Mall, Port
Metro Vancouver, CTV and the Richmond Foundation.
Upper Rotunda and Gateway Art Exhibit

1

2 3 4

Local artists were provided the opportunity to exhibit
artwork at one of three exhibition venues - the Gateway
Theatre lobby, the Upper Rotunda at the Richmond
Cultural Centre and at Thompson Community Centre.
Artist submissions were reviewed and the exhibition
curated by staff from all three venues. The artwork of over
50 local artists was included in the exhibit, representing
some of the Arts Centre’s Resident Arts Groups, Arts
Centre adult students, local secondary school students and
11 individuals.
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What’s Your Story?

1

3 4 5

The City (Arts and Diversity Services partnership), BMO
Financial Group, University Insurance and Capilano
University sponsored this ﬁrst major event by the
Greater Vancouver Student Society for Accelerated
Integration (GVSSAI). The event featured speeches by
Pamela Martin, Director of Outreach at the Ofﬁce of the
Premier, Dr. Michael Zeitlin, PhD and Arts One Professor
at the University of British Columbia, the City’s Diversity
Coordinator and a young student who shared her own
story of immigration, isolation, and adoption through her
short story/essay, I had a friend named Sylvia.
Culture Club

1

3 4

The City partnered with Richmond Multicultural
Community Services to host a portion of their Culture
Club: Diversity Talent Show at the Richmond Cultural
Centre Performance Hall. The Talent Show brought
together 36 youth participants between the ages of
13 and 25 from many different backgrounds including,
Korean, Filipino, South Asian, Romanian, Russian, Irish,
Japanese, Taiwanese, Fijian and Canadian. The goal of
the Diversity Talent Show was for youth to promote and
celebrate diversity and inclusion through the arts (including
drama, music, spoken word, dance). Performances covered
topics ranging from anti-bullying and anti-discrimination to
cultural celebrations such as traditional Indian dance and
classical Chinese music.

City of Richmond
Tickle Me Pickle

1

3 4

Move for Health Day

Richmond-based improvisational comedy troupe Tickle Me
Pickle performed four shows to approximately 300 people
throughout the year. A donation to Richmond Family
Place of $3,017 was made from the ticket revenue. The
City continues to mentor Tickle Me Pickle on their road to
sustainability. This relationship was marked with Tickle Me
Pickle’s successful registration as a not-for-proﬁt society.
Mental Health Art Show

1

3 4

On May 9, the ﬁrst public Mental Health Art Show was
held at the Richmond Cultural Centre. The display included
the work of ten Richmond artists, each with experience
with mental health issues. Some artists showed more
than one piece of art including paintings, prints and
photographs. This event was led by Richmond Mental
Health Consumer & Friends’ Society along with partners
Canadian Mental Health Association - Pathways and
Vancouver Coastal Health.

1

3 4

The Richmond Arts Centre participated in the Move for
Health Day event held at Minoru Park on May 10. Arts
Centre instructors provided unique and engaging Circus
activities that challenged the minds and bodies of many
families who attended. The Arts Centre also contributed
to the main stage performance bookings including adult
Latin Funk and youth Hip Hop dancing. The arts booth at
the event provided the community with information about
how arts programs, such as dance, contribute to healthy
active living.
Ga Ting Workshop Reading Performance

3 4

On May 23, 80 people attended this one night reading of
Vancouver Asian Canadian Theatre (VACT)’s new play Ga
Ting, which was hosted at the Cultural Centre. Writer and
actor Minh Ly tackles the taboo subject of homosexuality
in cultural communities with this play which tells the story
of two parents struggling to come to terms with their son’s
sexuality in the wake of his death. The Arts Centre hosted
full production which premiered in Richmond on March
2014.

Multicultural Heritage Festival
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Multicultural Heritage Festival

1

3 4

On Saturday June 29, the City hosted the Multicultural
Heritage Festival, which moved to Richmond from its
previous venue in Vancouver. This event is produced by
Vancouver Cantonese Opera in partnership with the City
of Richmond. Chinese, Japanese, South Asian, Ukrainian
and African heritage were represented through music,
dance, storytelling and martial arts. Several interactive
demonstrations were also available throughout the Cultural
Centre and Plaza.

RAC Volunteers

1

3 5

Volunteers play an integral role in the delivery of arts
education programs, public programs and events at the
Richmond Arts Centre.
165 volunteers provided 5,800 hours in 160 different
opportunities.

Your Kontinent: Richmond International Film
and Media Arts Festival

1

2 3 4 5

In its third year, the festival cemented itself as one of
the most unique arts and culture events of the summer.
In 2013, the festival expanded from three to nine days
and included 37 ﬁlms and 11 events experienced by
approximately 3,500 people supported by 85 volunteers.
Diverse audiences enjoyed Dana Claxton’s thirty foot Tipi
and projections in the Minoru Plaza, and festival favourites
such as Dim Sum Movie, Art in Containers, Theatre Under
the Sky and regular screenings all returned, making for a
stimulating and entertaining event for the community.
Exposure for the event also increased through traditional
media outlets (23 news articles, ﬁve radio and three
television spots), social media (120 Facebook posts and
Twitter tweets) as well as posters including bus shelters,
community centres, cinemas, galleries, cafes, public
markets, universities and colleges throughout the Lower
Mainland. New funders and sponsors included The British
Columbia Arts Council, The Tyee, Fairchild FM96.1, and
Vancouver Film School.

Your Kontinent: Richmond International Film and Media Arts Festival
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Media Lab
The Richmond Media Lab, presented by sponsor Richmond
Steel and Recycling Ltd. provides Richmond residents,
particularly youth the opportunity to access and develop
media and computer skills which can be applied towards
artistic activities and marketable skills. Popularity of the
Media Lab continues to grow and has spread to other
municipalities where our Media Arts Leader was asked
to provide guidance to the City of Burnaby for the
development and launch of their new Media Lab, located
at the Shadbolt Centre for the Arts.

Media Lab Classes 1

3 4

Registration continues to build for Media Lab camps
and classes with 161 students registered in 2013. The
Media Lab endeavours to create new courses that meet
community demand and keep up with industry trends. In
October, the Media Lab launched a new class for preteens
called Learn to DJ, led by an alumnus of the Richmond
Youth Media Program (RYMP) who developed professional
level skills after getting started with the program in 2011.
Other new classes this year included Filmmaking (for adults
and preteens) and two innovative programs—Test Drive,
an opportunity for students to sample the various media
arts classes programmed in the Media Lab and Film Book
Trailers, inspired by a prior partnership project with the
Richmond Public Library.

Richmond Youth Media Program (RYMP)

1

3 4

In 2013, the Richmond Youth Media Program (RYMP)
received 27 referrals, bringing the total number of active
members to 68. Referrals came from a variety of sources,
including Family Services of Greater Vancouver, Richmond’s
Youth Recreation Services section (Roving Leaders),
Kaleidoscope, Vancouver Coastal Health, Richmond Art
Gallery, Richmond Youth Services Agency, Richmond
Addiction Services, family members and from youth
themselves.
Discussions also began regarding the possibility of
transitioning the RYMP from a pilot project to a permanent
partnership. Based on positive feedback on the program’s
accomplishments to date, a one-year extension of
funding from the Vancouver Coastal Health Sharon
Martin Community Health (SMART) Fund for the program
was announced, during which time the idea of a more
permanent partnership will be explored.

Richmond Youth Media Program Outreach
 Richmond Art Gallery Youth Podcast: The Media Lab
partnered again with the Richmond Art Gallery to
launch another season of the RAG Youth Podcast.
This initiative provides the opportunity for 11 students
from across Richmond to work with facilitators from
both the Gallery and Media Lab to create a podcast
for each Gallery exhibition. 11 students were given the
opportunity to learn audio recording and editing, photo
editing and music production skills, and to meet and
interview professional artists.
 Tear it Up! Collage Night: This monthly event, created
in partnership with Richmond Art Gallery, provides the
opportunity for RYMP members to create audio and
video play lists to enrich the Collage Night experience.
 Pink Shirt Day: A youth-led Pink Shirt Day poster
campaign, designed in the Media Lab, grew into a
school-wide initiative at R.C. Palmer Secondary School.
This campaign enabled a RYMP youth who has been a
victim of repeated bullying to respond in a positive way.
 TAGOR Partnership: Two RYMP members produced a
video for the Textile Arts Guild of Richmond (TAGOR)
with the assistance from the Richmond Arts and Culture
Grant program. This intergenerational project produced
a ﬁve-minute video teaching viewers how to make a
Quick Caring Quilt. The YouTube video has been viewed
over 250 times.
 Lulu Series: RYMP members provided media support to
the Lulu Speaker Series: Art in the City as well as the
Richmond Youth Dance Company’s Omilia production.
 U-ROC: The RYMP program was recognized at the 2013
U-ROC Awards ceremony with three awards—Media
Arts Leader and RYMP facilitator received an “Asset
Champion” Award, and two RYMP members received
“Outstanding Youth” Awards.
 Your Kontinent: Richmond International Film and
Media Arts Festival: During the event, RYMP youth
helped to program and present YOU+ME, the festival’s
Youth Media Day. RYMP members edited video,
took photographs, joined the promotions team and
volunteered in many other roles. Youth attendance
nearly tripled compared to the previous year.

RYMP members and volunteers contributed 3,587 hours to
the program in 2013.
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 Culture Days:

Other Media Lab Partnerships

• “Sing Like a Robot”: As part of Culture Days, the
Richmond Youth Media Program hosted an open
house where members of the public could “sing like
a robot” using an audio effect in GarageBand. There
were nine RYMP members on hand to share their
skills with 73 community members of all ages.
• Youth Art Mart: In partnership with Youth Services,
the Richmond Youth Media Program presented
the Youth Art Mart, where 14 youth artists sold
handmade goods in Minoru Place Activity Centre.

Richmond Mental Health Team
A specialized photography class for adults living with
mental illness was organized with Irene Shim. Eight
students participated in this 6-week program.
Kaleidoscope
A working relationship has been established between
the RYMP and Kaleidoscope, an employment and media
arts program, to share skills and resources. On March 20,
Kaleidoscope’s graduation gala took place in the
Performance Hall with close to 50 youth in attendance.

Video Production 4
 Remembrance Day Video Production: The Media
Lab, working with two professional ﬁlmmakers and six
youth, coordinated a video presentation of this year’s
Remembrance Day Ceremony in Council Chambers
for members of the public who might have a difﬁcult
time attending the outdoor event. Short video clips
were made available after the event and used by local
newspapers in their Remembrance Day coverage.
 Heritage Update Video: In the fall, a video was
produced in the Media Lab to accompany the 2012/13
Heritage Update report. This ﬁve-minute video was
presented to Council on November 12 and the new
presentation format was well received. The video can be
viewed on the City of Richmond’s YouTube channel.

Media Lab Resident Art Group 1

2 3 4

5

On October 25, Cinevolution hosted a creative Photoshop
workshop in the Media Lab called Zombify Yourself, based
on a tutorial developed as part of the RYMP. Cinevolution
also launched a new community engagement initiative,
a monthly Media Café – a free event that is open to all
ages. The ﬁrst Café featured the short ﬁlm, Home, A
Story From Poverty made by local ﬁlmmaker Lawrence
Lam. The second featured the ﬁlm Price of Gold and was
presented as part of the DocuAsia Forum (an annual
Metro Vancouver event exploring Asia-Canada relations
as they develop) and at the third session, the ﬁlm Nagasari
was shown, followed by a dialogue with members of the
Indonesian-Canadian community.
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Gateway Theatre
Gateway Theatre is Richmond’s only live professional
theatre, producing four shows on the Main Stage, two
Studio productions, and a summer Paciﬁc Festival (three
2014 productions from China). Gateway also houses a
play development program and year-long Academy classes
for ages six to adult, with vibrant volunteer, rentals, and
community outreach programs.

Professional Theatre Programming

1

2 3 4

5

As part of Gateway’s professional programming in 2013,
Gateway’s February production was the world premiere
of Sisters by Simon Johnston. Simon previously developed
the script as part of Gateway’s play development program,
SceneFirst – bringing the play to life under Sarah Rodger’s
direction. A play based on Chekhov’s Three Sisters, Simon
adapted the play’s setting and characters to re-envision the
context of the story. Set in a small garrison town in China
in 1939 in the midst of a country heated by Communist/
Nationalist tensions, Russian General Protopov once moved
to China to train Nationalist Chinese troops. Long gone, his
grown children remain rambling around his formerly grand
house. His troubled son has married a local girl and his two
daughters long to return to the glamour of Moscow. But
returning “home” may be an unattainable dream because
their house is slowly being taken over by their sister-in-law.
In this time of unrest, the sisters must band together to
preserve their house and heritage.
In March, Artistic Director Jovanni Sy directed the Studio
B production Harvest by Ken Cameron. This thoughtprovoking, and funny script was based on the real-life
experience of the playwright’s parents who unwittingly
rented their farmhouse to a couple who used it to grow
marijuana. In Harvest, the owners are turned away by their
insurance company and must confront the possibility of
ﬁnancial ruin. Through it all, they realize their misfortune
has helped them rediscover their love for each other.
Harvest was a hit, thanks in large part to the comic acting
skills of Eileen Barrett (who is also a long-time Gateway
Academy instructor).

Closing Gateway’s 2012–2013 season was the Blackbird
Theatre presentation: Moliere’s Don Juan. In the Blackbird
production, Don Juan is a beguiling rogue and womanizer
who rejects conventional morality. Everyone wants to
reform the Don, but two sword ﬁghts and three amorous
adventures later, it seems almost nothing will stop his
famous philandering. That is, until a dramatic, surprise
ending. Moliere’s Don Juan had much success during
its 2012 run at the Vancouver East Cultural Centre and
Richmond audiences were delighted by the ingenuity of
the show’s innovative set, lights, and projections.
Gateway had a dramatic start to the 2013–2014 season
with Ghost River Theatre’s The Highest Step in the World.
Showcasing the innovation of co-Artistic Directors David
van Belle and Eric Rose, David performed this solo-show,
telling the story of three characters who take leaps into
space, including test pilot Joseph Kittinger’s historic
100,000 foot jump from a weather balloon. Premiering in
2010 as part of Alberta Theatre Projects’ playRites Festival
and receiving numerous theatre awards for its groundbreaking use of live ﬂight and onstage projections, the
production dazzled audiences to re-imagine the deﬁnition
of theatre.
In November, Studio B presented Crash – a tour de force
solo show from Toronto-based artist Pamela Sinha. Crash,
the Theatre Passe Muraille Production, in association with
Necessary Angel Theatre Company, tells a gripping story
about how one woman must face the shattering memories
of a past trauma through projections, myth, and dance.
The production received four stars from The Globe and
Mail, won four Dora Mavor Moore Awards (Outstanding
New Play, Outstanding Performance by a Female in a
Principal Role, Outstanding Sound Design/Composition,
Outstanding Lighting Design) and was nominated for
Outstanding Production and Outstanding Direction of a
Play.
Finishing the year with their annual family holiday musical,
Gateway produced Rodgers and Hammerstein’s The
King and I on the Main Stage to much success. Casting
13 Academy students, 33 community actors, Academy
instructor Barbara Tomasic as Anna, and Artistic Director
Jovanni Sy as the King – returning director Chris McGregor
(Sound of Music, Fiddler on the Roof) ensured that
The King and I continued the longstanding tradition
of mentoring youth and amateur artists through live
performance.
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Academy for the Performing Arts 1

3 4

Mentorship and Outreach 1

2 3 4

The Academy is a year-long after school and summer
program which teaches musical theatre, acting, speech,
singing, and playwriting classes to youth 6–18 years as
well as adults. The Academy was fully subscribed in 2013,
with over 200 students in 20 classes. Students from the
program are often seen on professional stages throughout
the Lower Mainland and in training institutions as they
prepare for their professional career. In addition to classes,
the Academy hosts three annual productions. The spring
shows held in April were Museum by Tina Howe and Once
on This Island Jr. by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty,
featuring senior level students (13–18 years) in both acting
and musical theatre. The summer production held in July
2013 was The Historical Adventures of Bailey Brown by
Barbara Tomasic, featuring students 8–13 years from the
Musical Theatre Summer Camp.

Gateway’s outreach and mentorship programs introduce
new emerging artists, students, and the general public to
Gateway who may not participate on their own without
certain incentives. Programs include:

To help advance the performing arts, the Gateway
Academy provides scholarships to ﬁve deserving students
who exemplify the core values of the program: courage,
creativity, and connection (ensemble work). The program
also provides bursaries to families in need, with nine
families receiving support in 2013.

 Free Ticket Program: Gateway supports community
fundraisers and not-for-proﬁt needs by donating tickets
to community organizations.

King and I Cast photo
Credit: David Cooper
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 Secondary School Program: Four times a year, secondary
school theatre students are invited for a day to study a
play on the Main Stage. On the day of technical dress
rehearsal, students participate in presentations and
discussions with Gateway’s creative team – participating
in backstage tours with production and stage
management teams, watching a portion of the technical
dress rehearsal, speaking with administrative staff about
their roles and responsibilities – and then return to see
the show later in the run. The students report back
about their experience, with one student chosen to be
mentored by an actor in a Main Stage production.

 Industry Discount Ticketing Program: Equity Artists are
given a discounted rate to encourage their engagement
with Gateway.

City of Richmond
 Discounted Dress Rehearsal: A limited number of $18
tickets are available at this discounted rate to the dress
rehearsal.
 Volunteer Program: 122 volunteers of all ages dedicate
their time to Gateway.
 Interns: In 2013, four students worked in the Gateway
ofﬁce for 16 weeks in the summer, assisting and
learning from the Development, Communications,
Artistic, Production, and Academy departments.
 Holiday Musical Mentorship: The King and I cast
33 amateur actors in ensemble roles to perform
alongside ﬁve professional artists and 12 professional,
live musicians. This partnership creates mentorship
opportunities for amateur artists to develop their skills
while performing in a large-scale musical with full
production values.
 Academy Artistic Mentorship: The Academy hires
emerging designers to develop their skills on a
full production. In 2013, seven new creative team
members joined the program. Five senior students
also volunteered as class assistants, taking on new
responsibilities under the guidance of Academy faculty.

Community Outreach during Culture Days 3 4
During Culture Days, Gateway Theatre opened its
doors and offered free public events that engaged the
community in new ways. Three educational events were
offered – each opening up artistic projects and processes
so the public could deepen their relationship with the
creative process.
 Public reading of Nine Dragons by Jovanni Sy: This
workshop provided two key opportunities: the public
was given a free public play reading of a work-inprogress and Jovanni made changes to his script, based
on the reactions of the live audience.
 Sing-Along The King and I: Musical enthusiasts of all
ages sang along with Musical Director Christopher
King as he played all the hits on the piano. The event
created awareness about Gateway Theatre as a leader
of musical theatre productions in the Lower Mainland.
 Video Sneak Preview of The Highest Step in the World:
Presented on the Gateway MainStage in October,
the preview marked Gateway’s launch into new
technological territory and prepared audiences for the
style of theatre they could anticipate in the future.

 Professional Services: Independent companies are
supported with artistic and administrative mentorship,
audition support, rehearsal and performance space,
ofﬁce assistance, front of house and box ofﬁce services,
and funding assistance for the development of their
work. Gateway also focuses on building relationships
and capacity of co-producers and presenters through
mentoring.

31

City of Richmond
6911 No. 3 Road, Richmond, BC V6Y 2C1
Telephone: 604-276-4000
www.richmond.ca

