EDITOR'S NOTE

Inour last issuewereported on the
Heritage Commisson’splanto
updatethe Heritage Inventory. The
bulk of thiswork hasnow been
completed and theinteractiveweb
pageisup andrunning. Includedin
thisupdate wasthe addition of new
heritagesites, fiveof whichare
profiledinthisissue. Thesegtestell
ussomething about our Richmond
heritage and about the evolving
meaning of “heritage’” ingenerd.
“Heritage’” meansmorethan protect-
ing old castles. Thenew Richmond
stesare places of technology, of play,
and of community aesthetics.

In 1936 the hot spot for hightechin
Richmond wasthe Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation Transmitter Site
at 9440 No. 4 Road. The Communi-

cationsBuildingand
adjacent tower was
capableof producinga
500 watt signd (hardly
much better than

| today’shot rodswith
“boom boxes’).

When, inthelate
1960's, transmitter
requirementshad
increased to the 50,000
wett level, anew facility
was built on the Steveston dyke, but
theorigina buildingisnow part of the
McNair Senior Secondary School
campusand areminder of where
CBCinB.C. redly began and part of
our cultural and technologicd history.

TheMartia ArtsCentreat 4111
Monctonisonly thirty yearsold, but
isneverthelessrecommended for the
Heritage Inventory. Astheconsultant
pointed out the “Martiad ArtsCentre
isan extremely important resourcefor
the City of Richmond. Thebuilding
hasagraceand excellence of design
that istimeless. Just asimportant, is
the prestige and reputation of excel-
lencethat isassociated with the
Centre, not only for the sports of
Kendo and Judo; but asaphysical
representation of the contribution of
the Japaneseto Steveston over the
last century.”

Theroleof theHeritage Commission
isto call attention to those aspects of
our community that should not be
overlooked. Inthecaseof the
Residentia Japanese Gardenson
privatelotsfrom 4600 to the 5500
block of Moncton Street the aspects
cometo mind are*beauty” and
“gncerity”. Most Richmondresidents
areproud of their yardsand gardens
and peoplefrom al acrossthe Lower
Mainland cometo Richimond to buy
bedding plantsand flowers. The
factorsthat set the Moncton Street
gardensapart the attention to detail
the adaptation (rather than duplica
tion) of traditional Japanesedesign
principles, and thefact that many of
these gardens have been nurtured for
severa generations. Encouraginga
recognition of theway inwhich these
gardensenrichthefabric of our
community isone godsof the Herit-
ageCommisson.

Beauty, play and work — they areall
part of our heritage. For moredetails
seethisissue’ sarticlesor check our
theHeritage Commissionwebsiteat
www.city.richmond.bc.cal
heritageinventory/.

by Mark Bostwick
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BRITANNIA HERITAGE

SHIPYARD NATIONAL
HISTORIC SITE
DEDICATION CEREMONY

On October 29, 2000, Britannia
Heritage Shipyard wasofficidly
declared aNationa Historic Siteby
theHon. Raymond Chan, MP, MLA.

‘Twasabeautiful Sunday afternoonin
Steveston as peoplegathered for the
officia dedication of BritanniaHerit-
age Shipyard to the peopl e of
Canada. All pomp and glory, befit-
ting the occasion, theinvited guests
andthegovernment officia sflanked
by RCMPinfull dresswasasight to
behold. Introductory musicwas
supplied by an excellent group of
young musicians. Followingthe
officia openingdl in attendancewere
treated to refreshments supplied by
the BritanniaHeritage Society.

| the Britia

Residentsof
Richmondcan
bevery proud
of her latest
accomplish-
ment.

Raymond Chan
¥ hadthefollow-
#| ingwordsto

g9 todayto

. %®| commemoraie
ipyard Property —a
raresurviving exampleof aWest
Coast boatworksand shipyard. The
BritanniaShipyard wasdevoted to
therepair and construction of fishing
boats, and employed adiverse, multi-
ethnicworkforce.

Weareofficialy recognizingthe
nationd historicimportanceof the
BritanniaShipyard. Itjoinsother
uniquelandscapeslikethe Chinese
Cemetry in Oak Bay, Signd Hill and
L’ Anseaux Meadowsin Newfound-
land; and Artillery Park in Quebec
City asplacesof Nationd Signifi-
cance.

Thissitehasseen agreat deal of
activity —fromitsbeginningsasaport
for thefishing flegt, tothe start of its
cannery, to the construction of a
boatyard and the building and repair
of fishingvessdls. Peoplefrom
around the globel eft their mark on
Steveston and at the BritanniaShip-

yard: asshipwrightsand cannery
workers, fishermen and dockers—
men and women al drawn by the
hustle and bustle of the multitude of
theactivitiesthat gooninaworking
port.

Thisstetruly reflectsthe story of
Canada sWest Coast fishingindustry.
Without the dedi cation the people
who work very hard to commemo-
rate placeslikethe BritanniaShipyard
Property, important elementsof our
heritagewould beindanger of being
forgotten. On behalf of the peopl e of
Canadathank you and congratul a-
tionsto al who worked so hard to
bring about thisspecia day.

Our lives, asthose of futuregenera-
tionswill be ableto deriveknowledge
and pridefromthelegacy of our
shared past.”

Mr. Dick Kishi, whosefamily have
played amgjor roleinship building
sincethe 1940s, also spoke elo-
quently and spoke of hislineage, the
beginningsof the shipyardindustry
andthefamiliesinvolved. Here-
counted atouching, heartfelt encap-
sulation of thefishingindustry and
history of Stevestorn/Richmond, and
of her peoples. Hisanecdotal ap-
proach to the past wastruly heartfelt
and kept the audience spellbound.

by Andre Cardinal
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NEW HERITAGE SITES

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
Building (1936)
9440 No. 4 Road

IN 1936, on anisolated site stood this
small buildingand avery largeself-
supporting radio tower. Thebuilding
housedtheoriginal CBCradio
transmitter using short wavethat
broadcast asfar asBellaCoola. The
transmi sson equipment was periodi-
cally upgraded until thegrowth of the
surrounding neighbourhood and the
technical needsof the station forced
CBCto moveto another location.
Origindly, thebuilding had akitchen
and cotsin casethe operatorswere
stranded dueto bad westher.

After CBC moved on, and thetower
wastorndown, thislittlebuildingwas
eventually acquired by the School
Digtrict (1976) and used asamedia
centre, musicroom and ultimately a
computer repair centrefor McNair
Senior Secondary.

Martial Arts Centre (1971)
4111 Moncton

Architect: A.H. Petzold
Landscape: Raoul Robillard

TheMartid ArtsCentrewithits
facilitiesfor Kendo and Judoisthe
only dojo house outside of Japan.
Therootsof the building go back to
1934 when aKendo club was
formedin Steveston. Theclubwas
disbandedin 1942 (during theintern-
ment) but revivedin 1958. Activities
expanded and inthe 1960sthe
Kendo and Judo clubsworked
together to devel op plansfor aunique
martial artscentre, adreamthat finaly
cametruein 1971 after an extensive
community fundraisng project
supplemented by aCentennia Grant.
Asafocal point for therecreational
and cultural needs of the Japanese
community it hasalwaysbeenvery
important.

Thedesignisan adaptation of tradi-
tiona Japanesedesign usngtwo
embracing wings, subtlelandscaping,
and asemi-hiddeninner courtyard.
Thelandscapingisof particular
interest because of itsuse of tradi-
tiona Japanesedesign principleslike
enclosureand “borrowed scenery”

Residential Japanese Gardens
from 4600 block to 5500 block
Moncton S.

Theprivateresdential gardenson
both sides of Moncton Street display
aunique confluence of twotraditions:
the modern suburban emphasisof the
yard asaplaceto display prideand
skill and the Japanesetradition of the
carefully crafted and organized
garden. Thesetwo traditionscome
together along Moncton Streetina

seriesof gardens, severa of which
have been nutured by familiesover
severd generations, that carefully
control spaceand texturewiththeuse
of plantsof different shades(green
and red |leafed maples), textures
(grassand gravel), seasona adapta-
tionsof thetextureand colours
through variousplants.
Evergreensarethedominant plant
and givethemain strucutreto the
gardens, azaleasand rhododendrons
providecolour.

Thebeauty and design of these
gardensareasourceof prideand
charmfor theentirecommunity.

continued on page 3...

_ Bah

Mol of o Friot

is published three times a year to
support the awareness,

under standing and recognition of
Heritage in Richmond under the
auspices of the Richmond
Heritage Commission

Editorial Board:
André Cardina, Mark Bostwick,
Audrey Matheson, Graham Turnbull

Designed & Published by:
Morgan Muir - City of Richmond
Production Centre

Digtribution:

Cathhy Russell - Leisure Services,
City of Richmond

Contacts:

André Cardinal - Ph: 274-0118,
email: andre_cardina @telus.net

City of Richmond Heritage News

27[28 1297130

[9) [ 4
3 Jls 16 MW“M
21 Izz 232 P
3T

2000 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

London Heritage Farm (Daily 10am to 5pm)
ChristmasTours.........ccue..... Nov. 28 —Dec. 17
Outdoor Events.........ccuee.... Dec. 13-17

For moreinfocall: 271-5220

Richmond Nature Park & Kinsmen Organization
(Daily after dark)

NatureComestoLight ........ Dec.2-30
Closed evening of Dec. 24

For moreinfocall: 273-7015

continued fron page 2...

Lacrosse Box
7800 block Granville (near Brighouse Park Pavilion)

s ] “Whack!!”

: | WhenEdie

Gilmorehoisted her
skirts, jumped over
Il thefenceintothe
= P | ocrosse Box,
-| grabbedthegoal-
iesstick and
whacked himwith
it (to protect her brother Daveinafloor fight), shedrew
aroar from the crowd and unwittingly madehistory.

TheLacrosse Box ismoreapart of local folklorethana
physica remnant sincetheorigina wooden box builtinthe
1920’ swasreplaced by aconcrete structure sixty years
later. Lacrossewasapopular sport acrossthe Lower
Mainlandintheearly part of the 20" century. Thefirst
Richmond teams played on acow pasture, and their
indifferenceto the bovine contributionsgavetheman
advantage over prissier Vancouver teams. Thetwo early
Richmond teamswereunofficialy caled the “Muskrats’
(east of No. 3 Road) and the“ Fish Eaters’ (west of No.
3 Road).

Theorigina box wasbuilt onland donated by the Rich-
mond Agricultural Society, with fundsfrom the Richmond
Athletic Club.

Association of United Ukrainian Canadian Hall
9191 No. 2 Road

71 Food and music
keep cultures
together. Rich-
o mond, fromthe
BB beginning, has
' | beenadiverse
community, the
= new homefor
many old
traditions. The Ukrainian settlerswho cameto Richmond
inthe 1930’ sestablished small market gardenfarmsinthe
Blundell neighbourhood. Itwasahardlifeinhardtimes;
and the support of their community was animportant
source of strength.
The congtruction of the Ukrainian Hall wascommunity
project spearheaded by aloca Ukrainian, Mr. Yarmish
who had land, and Mr Maydanyk who wasafloor layer
with congtruction skills. Membersof thecommunity
scavenged wood from the PNE and Stanley Park and
built the small community building on Number 2 Road.
OntheoutsidetheHall isunpretentious and deceptively
plain, becauseontheinsdeit wasalively placewhere
local Ukrainians, intraditional costumes, danced and
feasted. Thehall wasafocal point for the entirecommu-

nity.

In morerecent timesthe hall hasseen avariety of uses: a
church, martial arts, socia events, and for atime (1972-
1975) the office of MLA Harold Stevesduring theexcit-
ing period when theprovincia Land Reservewasintro-
duced.

TheUkrainian Hall has seen better times, but remainsan
important landmark in Richmond.

IN THE DITCH

The Heritage Commissionislooking for storiesand
memoriesabout Richmond sfamousditches. Soif you

haveafunny (or serious) taleto tell pleasesend it to usat:
6911 No. 3Road Richmond V6Y 2C1 or email to:
heritageplanning@city.richmond.bc.ca
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