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Section 9.32

With the adoption of the 1998 BC Building Code, Section 9.32 requires that a contractor building a new
home must install a ventilating system with a proven capacity. The system must have an ability to
provide a complete air change in a house within two hours. The system does not have to run
continually but it must be rated and installed to deliver the actual amount of air that is necessary to
ventilate the structure.

Good ventilating requires a system that will provide fresh air to a home on a continuing basis. This is
particularly important in homes with open fireplaces and unsealed furnaces. Stale air is extracted from
certain rooms such as kitchens and bathrooms, by the use of humidity-control extraction outlets. This
ensures the removal of odours and other pollutants in the air, as well as excess moisture. Without
proper ventilation, there can be a heavy accumulation of polluted air. With modern construction
methods, most new homes today are more air-tight than before and there is less natural circulation of
air than there used to be.

Enclosed is a set of Mechanical Ventilation Checklists which have been developed by HVCI for the
convenience of the residential construction industry. The main purpose of the checklists is to ensure
that Municipal Building Departments are provided with the required ventilation information. It is
intended that these checklists will provide a high level of consistency on Code interpretation throughout
the Lower Mainland.

For those interested, additional training and certification is available to the industry through the HVCI

(telephone 1-888-774-8484). Please contact this department for copies of the forms. Building
Inspectors will be pleased to answer questions or provide further clarification.

HVCI (Heating Ventilating Cooling Industry Association of BC)
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