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The Arts in Richmond

1.0 The Arts in Richmond

A city’s identity is defined in many ways through its arts and heritage, through its
architecture, its natural environment, its safety and care of its citizens. The arts and
creative expression in places ranging from museums and theatres to community
centres, parks and schools are essential elements of our social fabric. They give
voice to our histories, aspirations, joys and fears. They cause us to think and feel, be
critical and humane. The arts contribute a sense of vitality and well being to a
community.

The arts in Richmond encompass a vast array visual arts, performing arts, literary
arts, professional and amateur arts, arts festivals, cultural industries, artists, participants,
patrons. In order to gain all community and individual benefits the arts can offer a
community, one must consider they are all parts of one whole. However, in order to
promote and grow the whole, the unique benefits and needs of each part must be
nurtured.

1.1 The Vision

For a community to embrace the arts as a vital part of everyday life requires a special
kind of vision. This is a vision that recognizes that people need more than food and
shelter if either individual or community potential are to be attained. It is a vision that
embraces all aspects of the arts and recognizes that all arts are important to the
development of the whole.

The vision for the arts in the City of Richmond is:

Richmond believes that a diversity of arts experiences and the arts and artists who
express them are integral to an enriched quality of life. Therefore, Richmond is a
welcoming and inclusive community where culture and arts activity are celebrated
and supported.

1.2 The Benefits of the Arts

The arts enhance our city and our lives in many unique ways. The arts are central to
community life. They give communities a sense of identity, shared pride and a way to
communicate across multicultural boundaries. The arts grow and strengthen the
economy, creating jobs and promoting tourism. A strong arts presence is proven to be
the catalyst to a healthier community.

The arts are an innate part of human nature. Access to and participation in the arts are
integral to a vital community. At the same time the arts make a substantial contribution
to our economy both through job creation and complimentary services such as
restaurants and all aspects of the tourism industry.

The arts encourage us to learn about the world, by reflecting our community and
ourselves. Participating in the arts teaches valuable skills such as individual initiative,
teamwork and creativity. Through the arts we learn to express ourselves more clearly
and honour the expressions of others.

We all have to help the arts.
What counts in life is not the
wealth we have, but how we
use that wealth to make life
meaningful and without the
arts life loses a good part of its
potential significance.

Hon. Mitchell Sharp, former
Deputy Prime Minister (1998)

Urban benefits from the arts
have been found in four key
areas:

1. better health and well-
being of citizens

2. enhanced community
identity and social cohesion

3. community revitalization
and the redevelopment of
inner cities; and

4. economic development.

“Culture & Economic

Competitiveness: An Emerging

Role for the Arts in Canada”:

Canada West Foundation, A

Western Cities Project
Discussion Paper, March 2002
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Children whose hearts and
minds are nourished and
challenged in wholesome ways
—such as by art, dance, theatre
and sports — are much less
likely to succumb to the lure of
crime.

Statement by Richard M. Romley;,

Maricopa County, Arizona,
District Attorney, 1997

Photo: Kiyoshi Otsuji
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Strong, creative communities
are known to attract business
and industry, bringing
employment opportunities and
additional wealth to the
community. Industries of the
emerging information-age
economy value quality-of-life
issues for their employees, and
are attracted to communities,
regardless of geography, that
actively support arts and
culture.

“Creative Connections: Arts and
Culture in British Columbia

Communities, Union of British
Columbia Municipalities, 1997

The arts are emerging as a
potent force in the economic
life of cities ... and assuming
an important role as a direct
and indirect contributor to
state economies.

“The role of the Arts in
Economic Development”
National Governors Association

— Centre for Best Practices June
2001

1.3 Artsin Life

Participating actively or simply enjoying the arts as a spectator provides a way for
exploring both identity and spirituality. The more we are exposed to art the more we
build self esteem and confidence. Children who are able to participate in art, theatre
and musical programs experience far fewer social problems. In schools where
participation in art is a major focus both bullying and violence are reduced. It is also
proven that participation in singing groups reduces depression in both youth and
adults. (1)

Studies have shown that the arts increase the ability to learn, that by studying the arts
students score higher in mathematics tests of computation and estimation. (2)

We know that there is an important role for the arts in health care and that the arts
work in tandem with sports to benefit the mind and body. (3) In general, the more art
is part of our lives the more alive we feel and the more receptive and aware we are of
the world around us.

1.4 Arts in Community Building

The arts provide significant benefits which contribute to the livability of our City.

The arts enrich a community by helping people relate to their neighbours, their history
and their environment.

The arts build understanding between diverse cultures and enhance the perceived
quality of life for individuals, families and communities by encouraging social
interaction and understanding amongst an increasingly diverse ethnic population.

Communication is fostered among community members thereby building a
community’s confidence in and acceptance of others.

Public art and appreciation of our history and culture enhance our physical surroundings
creating mini oases for thought and contemplation.

The arts create distinctive neighbourhoods with interesting and varied physical
characteristics.

Arts facilities create business communities around them. Restaurants benefit from
being close to theatres and galleries.

Avrts and cultural districts which feature performance spaces, theatre and dance schools,
and galleries are all viewed as welcoming safe environments for individual and group
visitors. Children and seniors are made to feel especially welcome with directed
programming.

The arts enhance economic development, particularly in sectors such as tourism, high
technology and knowledge-based industries which are sectors responsible for
considerable employment creation.

1.5 Arts and the Economy

The cultural sector is a significant industry with the potential to provide economic
diversity and vitality to the City’s economy. The quality of life resources provided by
a culturally vibrant city are significant to attracting job creation. Cultural industries
are clean, labour intensive, and highly technical fields providing year round
employment. An environment supportive of its citizens’ creativity in the arts is a
proven catalyst to creativity in commercial enterprise, life long learning, and all other
areas of life.
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Several areas identified where the arts contribute to the economic development of a
city are:

» employment: the arts employ a significant number of people both in the for-
profit and not-for-profit (including public) sectors. Statistics Canada data shows
that the arts are one of the fastest growing occupational categories in the labour
force. (4/5)

e cultural industries: cultural industries include film, television, video, music
recording, publishing, multimedia and broadcasting. It is estimated that for
every direct job in this sector there is the equivalent of 0.64 of a job supported
in other sectors. (6)

e cultural tourism: cultural tourism is one of the fastest growing areas in the
world wide tourism market. Cultural tourists earn more money and spend more
money while on vacation; are more likely to stay at hotels or motels; are more
likely to shop; and are more likely to spend more time in an area while on
vacation. (7)

e community revitalization: artists have long been recognized as rebuilders of
economically disadvantaged areas. When artists move into ‘Lofts’, a bad
neighbourhood begins to turn around. A theatre opens - a new business district
is created. Dollars to artists turn into dollars for the entire community.

 creativity in the new economy: the new knowledge economy needs creative
people. The arts are important in that they provide the most effective and, in
some cases, the only exercise of many tools of thinking — both in expression and
imagination. Cultural participation keeps the creative skills required of a
knowledge-based workforce sharp.

 indirect and induced spending: direct and indirect spending on the arts has an
impressive and positive effect on the economic health of the city. Cultural
activities attract tourists which in turn spur creation of ancillary facilities such
as restaurants, hotels, and other services; artists spend earned income within the
community in which they live. (8)

1.6 Mission of the Arts Strategy

The Arts Strategy helps us to identify the challenges and clarify the needs both within
the arts community and in the general community in order to provide a 10 year creative
vision, five year strategic goals and objectives and long term facility development
direction. From this Strategy follows detailed actions and annual work plans to
accomplish the strategic goals.

Our mission is:

 to ensure the broadest possible public access to and awareness of the City’s
diverse cultural assets by all segments of the Richmond community.

* to stimulate and recognize talent among the City’s professional and amateur
artists.

 to ensure that the City’s economic, tourism and community development are
integrated with the arts.

 to enhance and bring to life public spaces to define and create a special sense of
place.

In a 1998 study of employment
in Greater Vancouver it was
found that 62,000 people were
directly employed full and
part-time in arts and culture in
1996, nearly seven percent of
employment in Greater
Vancouver. A further 37,000
indirect and induced jobs were
supported by arts and culture
spending. This is a total of
99,000 jobs in the region, 11%
of regional employment. this
was estimated at $2.3 billion in
wages and salaries and $3.5
billion in direct, indirect and
induced goods and services.
“Artists in the labour Force —

Arts Sector Profile” Canada
Council for the Arts, July 1999

People who create in our
companies — whether they be
scientists, marketing experts or
business strategists — benefit
from exposure to the arts.
People cannot create when
they work and live in a
culturally sterile environment.

John D. Ong, Chairman Emeritus
of The B.F. Goodrich Company

I can assure you, there is little
in my own experience which is
so consistently rewarding as
helping to realize works of
art...The arts are intrinsic to a
sense of nation. They are
intrinsic to the cultivation of a
shared identity. They are
intrinsic to a prosperous
economy.

David Lemon, Vancouver
businessman, arts supporter, in
an address to the Board of Trade

Business and Arts Awards
luncheon, November 1993
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Any individual who is required
to think — and in a democracy
one must pray that this
includes the majority — will
think more effectively if she or
he has at some time
experienced the creative
process through the arts.

John C. Polyani, Professor of
Chemistry, University of Toronto,
co-winner of the Nobel Prize for
chemistry in 1986

.ﬂf_'. ..
Arts Combo 3-5 years old

Winter 2004 Tap Class

to encourage and facilitate cooperative partnerships among government and non
government entities to deliver cultural services.

to ensure that policies are in place to support the arts and the promotion of arts
activities.

to develop an environment where artists are welcomed, valued and supported
within the community.

to enhance the opportunities for training in the arts.to enrich the quality of life
by celebrating and supporting the development and creation of art.

to honour and celebrate those individuals, community organizations and
corporate leaders who support the arts.

1.7 Context of the Arts Strategy

The focus of the strategy is on the arts. Multicultural and heritage aspects are combined
within the wide interpretation given to the arts.

As it applies to this document and as determined by the Task Force, the term “arts’
denotes a wide range of mediums of expression. Art is the finished expression of the
combined work, skill, creativity, and knowledge of the artist. The arts include, but are
not limited to:

visual arts: includes the work of painters, illustrators, sculptors, architects,
photographers, graphic designers, crafts people and others who express
themselves visually.

literary arts: includes the work of writers, poets, dramatists and others who
express themselves in words.

performing arts: includes the work of artists who perform for audiences
including theatre, dance, music.

See Appendix 1 for other definitions used within this document.
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2.0 Where We Are Now

Richmond is a vibrant, growing city with a diverse population - many of whom

frequently participate in and enjoy the arts.

Richmond is home to almost one hundred arts organizations, the majority of
which are community based.

Richmond plays host to a number of visiting professional theatre, dance and
music touring companies throughout each season.

Dozens of schools and community centre programs serve citizens of all ages as
they study dance and theatre, sing in choirs, play in bands or take art classes
while they happily enrich their lives.

The award-winning Gateway Theatre offers patrons exciting professional live
theatre featuring unique and culturally diverse plays. A full season of both Main
Stage productions and the New Play Series offer Richmond audiences a broad
choice in entertainment. The Gateway Academy for the Performing Arts offers
excellent training to youth from 8 to 18 in acting, musical and technical theatre,
taught by professionals in each field.

The Gateway Theatre hosts the Pacific Piano Competition which offers sterling
performance opportunities for young pianists. Adjudicated by Canada’s most
celebrated professional pianists the competition features a top award of $5000.
The Gateway Theatre facilities are also used by many other professional and
community groups. Indeed, in 2002 it was rented 541 times!

The Richmond Art Gallery offers year round innovative exhibitions of
significant contemporary art. The Gallery offers a wide range of inspiring art
classes for youth, working in partnership with the Richmond School Board. The
Gallery’s Outreach programs at The Gateway Theatre and City Hall give local
artists the opportunity to have their work displayed to a wider audience. Of
major influence in the encouragement of emerging artists in Richmond, the
Gallery also offers special development workshops.

The Richmond Arts Centre offers many classes in various arts from dance to
clay sculpture to drawing and painting. Specialized studios in the Arts Centre
are home to many clubs and groups practicing their arts.

Young musicians enjoy many opportunities for development and training
through a number of organizations, competitions and festivals.

Multicultural societies celebrate treasured traditions and crafts throughout the
community.

The City of Richmond provides the buildings, maintenance and core staffing for
the Gateway Theatre, the Richmond Art Gallery, the Arts Centre as well as for
community centres. Minor financial grants are made available for special
projects for other organizations.

The Public Art Policy and Program has resulted in 21 public, private and
community projects since its adoption in 1997.

Photo: Sherry Elasoff
Funny-faced Ogre
Actors: Lenard Stanga,
Maiko Bae Yamamoto

Richmond Art Gallery,
installation, September 2003
Bettina Matzkuhn, Inundation
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The arts contribute to the
economic vitality of our
communities. The arts help us
understand other cultures in
the worldwide markets we
serve. The arts inspire the
innovation and creativity that
we need to stay competitive.
The arts make our
communities desirable places
to live, enabling us to attract
and retain quality people our
businesses need to survive and
grow. Business contributions
are far more than charitable
contributions. They are an
investment in the economic
and cultural well being of the
community.

John D. Ong, Chairman
Emeritus, The B.F. Goodrich Co.

Richmond Art Gallery: Thinking
Textile installation, December
2003

Background: Gu Xiong, | am
Who | am

Foreground: Rebecca Belmore,
tarpaulin

The City of Richmond is beginning to develop an awareness of the immense value of
the arts and the vast contribution the arts make to the community. However, given the
rapid growth of the municipality and the immense pressures placed upon the arts
community:

The Community Needs Assessment conducted in 2001 by the Parks, Recreation
and Cultural Services Division recommended that the arts receive a higher
priority. It found a perception amongst citizens that the arts were seen as having
a low priority and in need of investment of resources.

The Community Needs Assessment also recommended there be more events and
activities that celebrate different cultures in order to build stronger
communities. It was felt these events should focus on cultural aspects such as
dance, art and food.

Our professional arts organizations experience a critical need for increased and
stable funding and upgraded facilities.

Individual artists need studio space, access to grants and gallery exposure in
order to fulfill their creative visions and build their audiences here in Richmond.

Avrtists need to see that the City of Richmond has a deep commitment to the arts;
in turn artists will commit their talents for the betterment of the community.

At present Richmond is in its infancy in providing a strong corporate base for
the arts.

The City of Richmond needs a declared policy of support for the arts for many reasons,
one of which is to encourage both the corporate and individual sectors to play their
integral parts in the growth of a healthy arts and cultural ecology.

2.1 Trends

Several trends, both global and local, impact directly on the arts.

The population is aging: The impacts of this trend on society in general reach
into many sectors of the community. However, the impact on the arts should be
positive. The aging population has more money, is more likely to participate in
arts activities, has more leisure time both for participating and for volunteering
and is more likely to be cultural tourists. The largest growth will be in the 45
and over age group which is the age group that produces the most committed
volunteers with the most time to contribute to the arts.

The population is increasing: Richmond’s population is expected to increase
from 170,000 in 2003 to approximately 212,000 in 2010. In British Columbia it
is estimated that one third of the growth will come from natural growth, one
third will come from other parts of Canada and one third from other parts of the
world, in particular the Pacific Rim.

There is increasing cultural diversity: In 2003 approximately 50% of
Richmond residents are Canadian by birth and half are immigrants. 43% of all
immigrants are recent immigrants who arrived between 1991 and 1996. Among
these new Canadians are accomplished artists. As these artists connect into the
larger community, these meetings will result in exciting cross-cultural
adventures as local artists share their skills and talents. Time, patience, funding
and encouragement are critical ingredients for success as contrasting arts and
cultures fuse their works into entirely new creations.
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