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Airport Noise in Richmond

The purpose of this brochure is to summarize the
City's Aircraft Noise Sensitive Development Policy
(ANSDP) and how it could affect you.

Richmond is home to the Vancouver International
Airport. The airport is a major contributor to the
local and Provincial economies, employs thousands
of workers directly and indirectly and generates
millions of dollars in business and tax revenues. At
the same time, parts of Richmond are exposed to
aircraft overflights and the associated noises.

Richmond Council wishes to lessen the exposure to
aircraft noise on the indoor living environment for
new developments, by way of noise insulation.

Richmond’s Policy

Richmond Official Community Plan (Bylaw 7100)
includes the “Aircraft Noise Sensitive Development
Policy” that identifies and regulates land uses such
as residential, child care, hospitals and schools that
are considered more sensitive to aircraft noise than
others. Because residential uses are considered to
be one of the more sensitive land uses affected by
aircraft noise, the policy aims to mitigate indoor
noise in homes built within the Aircraft Noise
Sensitive Area (see Aircraft Noise Insulation Map).

Does this policy affect me?

At this time, the policy does not apply to you if all
you need is a Building Permit to demolish, renovate
or construct your residential building.

If you wish to rezone, subdivide or apply for a
Development Permit within the shaded area on the
Aircraft Noise Insulation Map, this policy applies to
you and noise abatement covenants will need to be
registered on the title of your property.

What does this policy mean for me?

If you are in the shaded area and wish to rezone,
subdivide and/or apply for a Development Permit
for your property, you will have to:

1. Retain a registered professional qualified
in acoustics to determine the aircraft noise
exposure affecting your property and to
determine the measures needed, if any, to satisfy
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation
(CMHQ) noise insulation standards. You
should have this done before you submit your
application for Building Permit. You should also
retain a registered professional to certify that
any required noise insulation measures have
been installed according to design. This is to
ensure you get a timely inspection for your final
Building Permit inspection.

2. Sign a restrictive covenant:

a) agreeing that the property is located within
an aircraft noise sensitive area;

b) agreeing to have your building designed
to incorporate adequate sound measures
against aircraft noise, before getting
rezoning, subdivision and/or Development
Permit approval;

¢) indemnifying the City and the Vancouver
Airport Authority against any nuisance,
inconvenience or loss as outlined in the
covenant due to normal airport operations.

If you want to confirm if your property is within
the shaded area, check with the Planning and
Development Department at 604-276-4193.

What about costs?

While there are noise insulation values covered by
the Building Code, higher noise exposure zones
will require additional insulation to mitigate the
impact on noise inside your home. While the

initial construction costs is likely to be higher than
conventional construction, the long term costs
associated with heating the home will lower due to
the added insulation values in addition to having a
quieter home.

For more information?

If you need information on how this policy affects
your plans to rezone, subdivide and/or develop
your property, please phone David Johnson at
604-276-4193.



